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WE DID IT! WE DID IT!

We beat the Ausies! What a superb effort by the Tall
Blacks on August 25. A huge congratulation goes to
Nenad and the team for such a glorious win. With such a
young team on the horizon, it will be exciting to see what
they will do next.

U15 premierships have been and gone this month, and
congratulations to the teams that will be attending U15
Nationals in Christchurch, October 5-9. Junior secondary
school premierships started last week with the senior
secondary school premierships starting this week too.
Good luck to all teams involved. We hope you play your
best and enjoy the experience. Thank you and good luck
to all the referees and officials involved in these
tournaments, without you, the game wouldn’t happen.

It has been a busy couple of months for Basketball New
Zealand, with the FIBA U19 World Championship for
Men being held in Auckland during July and the Oceania
Championships during August. Tournaments have been
all go too with the U13s, U15s, junior secondary school
and secondary school premierships. Next will be the
Opens and Wheelchair championships in Invercargill
during September 10-12. A and AA secondary school
nationals run from September 28-October 3, and U13
and U15 Nationals from October 5-9, so we will not be
slowing down any time soon! A big thank you goes out to
all associations and volunteers involved who make these
events possible.

Our junior development programme has been busy this
year too. We have had three Cluster Camps held
throughout the country to identify athletes for next year's
Koru Tour in January. All selection camps have now
been held, but there is one more Koru Camp from
November 6-8, where all athletes and reserves come
together in either the north, central or south regions. This
is the last time they’ll practice together until the actual
tour in mid January.

Basketball New Zealand is pleased to announce
appointment of a new CEO. Tim Hamilton has accepted
the position and will formally take up the role on October
12. Tim has had a decade of experience as a CEO
managing sports organisations and most recently has
been chief executive for both Netball North Harbour and
Netball North. Previously, he was CEO for both
Northland Rugby Union and Wanganui Rugby Union.

NZCT ik
EEER

e

s

Basketball New Zealand board
and staff are looking forward to
working closely with Tim to
further develop all facets of our
sport and build on the recent
successes of the FIBA World
U19'’s tournament and the Tall
Blacks in the FIBA Oceania 2009
Championships. In due course,
Tim will communicate directly
with associations to ensure
everyone is fully engaged in the
growth and development of
basketball throughout NZ.

We are now four months away from Christmas! We
hope you are enjoying your basketball and are making
the most of the year. With the appointment of the new
CEO, we are excited to see how we can further
develop and grow the game.

Just as the Tall Blacks have shown us, anything is
possible.

All the best and yours in sport
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Tall Blacks Take It All

The 2009 FIBA Oceania Championship, the Al Ramsay
Shield, the region's top seeding for next year's FIBA
World Championship and a record win . . . it all belongs
to the NZ Tall Blacks.

Behind a heroic 25
points from forward Mika
Vukona and 24 points
from captain Kirk
Penney, the Tall Blacks
swept aside the
Australian Boomers
100-78 in Game Two of

the FIBA Oceania Championship for Men in Wellington.
In front of a frenzied Wellington basketball-record 3657
fans, the TSB Bank Arena erupted as the Tall Blacks
won the country’s first FIBA Oceania title since 2001 and
recorded their largest win over the Boomers. With the
win leaving the two-game series tied 1-1, the Kiwis - big
underdogs going into the series - claimed the three
prizes on offer on points aggregate, 177-162. On a night
that saw New Zealand defeat Australia for just the eighth
time in history, there were so many heroes for the Tall
Blacks.

There was Vukona, known for
his rebounding, defence and
hustle, going off for 25 points
(10/15 FG, 1/1 3pt, 4/5 FT),
along with 12 boards in a
double-double performance
that included going face-to-
face and exchanging heated
words with Boomers
behemoth Nathan Jawai in the
third quarter. There was
Penney, who got his
customary 24 points (6/12 FG,
3/6 3pt, 9/13 FT) as the focal

point of the Tall Blacks offence, but also dished out 10
assists as Australia sent extra defenders at him and had
seven rebounds in a near triple-double game. Then
centre Alex Pledger, who posted a double-double with
15 points and 13 rebounds, and along with BJ Anthony
had the responsibility of defending Jawai down-low.
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Starting point guard
Lindsay Tait finished with
12 points and four assists
and set the tempo for the
game with his aggressive
play, while wingman Tom
Abercrombie threw down
a hellacious alley-oop
dunk during a third-quarter
run that set up the Tall
Blacks’ win.

Down by a deuce at halftime, a single-minded New
Zealand team ran from the locker room in the third
period. Almost everything went right for the Tall Blacks,
outscoring a shell-shocked Boomers line-up 36-15 in the
quarter and taking a 19-point lead in the final 10
minutes. Already with a five-point lead after trailing by
four points just two minutes earlier, Abercrombie drew a
fast-break unsportsmanlike foul on Joe Ingles,
Australia’s hero from Game One on Sunday night. He
drained both freebies and then thundered down the
alley-oop pass from Penney on the next possession,
sending the crowd into a frenzy and giving the Tall
Blacks a nine-point lead with 5m 16s remaining.

Things were going so well,
Vukona banked it in to put
the Kiwis up 14 points,
shortly before exchanging
pleasantries with Jawai,
both receiving technical
fouls. And when back-up
point guard Michael Fitchett
drained a long-range three
at the third quarter buzzer,
the Tall Blacks were up 74-
55 and would not be
stopped. Despite holding a
double-digit lead late in the
fourth

guarter and having Game Two in hand, there were

still nervous moments on the Tall Blacks bench, still
sweating on an eight-point win to take the series.

The nerves were soon relieved as the Boomers started
fouling with two minutes remaining to stop the clock and
make up the deficit, leaving the Tall Blacks to ice the
game from the foul-line.
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The 22-point result was the Tall Blacks’ largest over the
Boomers, eclipsing the 19-point win in 2006 at Napier.
Boomers forward Brad Newley finished with a team-high
20 points, while Jawai had 17 points and nine boards,
including six offensive, while Ingles, AJ Ogilvy and Adam
Gibson all scored in double figures. The Boomers
allowed the Tall Blacks wide-open long-range twos and
Vukona and Pledger obliged, the TBs retaking a 47-46
lead three minutes into the second half.

The Tall Blacks led for much of the second quarter and
by as many as seven points before two untimely
turnovers allowed the Boomers to stretch it out to four
points in the final minute of the half.

With Anthony, in just his second international, going to
work inside, the Tall Blacks took the momentum to start
the second quarter, moving out to a five-point lead at 23-
18, Anthony leading all scorers at that point with eight
points, finishing with nine. Newley and the Boomers
responded with the next six points to retake the lead
before a Penney three from the wing over Jawai gave it
back to the home team. A Webster triple soon after and
fierce defence from Vukona allowed the Tall Blacks to go
up by seven points.

The teams traded baskets in a free-flowing first period,
Australia holding the lead for much of the quarter and
keen to push the ball inside for Jawai to work against a
rotation of Kiwi post defenders. Back-to-back baskets
from Penney and Anthony gave the Tall Blacks a 17-15
lead in the final minute of the opening term, taking a
one-point lead into the first break. An air ball three-point
attempt from NZ-born defector Aron Baynes, who chose
Australia over New Zealand earlier this year, late in the
first got the crowd amped and into the game.

FIBA Oceania Championship for Men

Game Two: TSB Bank Arena, Wellington

Tuesday, August 25

New Zealand Tall Blacks 100 (Mika Vukona 25, Kirk
Penney 24, Alex Pledger 15, Lindsay Tait 12)
Australian Boomers 78 (Brad Newley 20, Nathan Jawai
17, AJ Ogilvy 14, Joe Ingles 13, Adam Gibson 12)
1Q: 18-17,

HT: 38-40 (20-23)

3Q: 74-55 (36-15)

FT: 100-78 (26-23)
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Tickets for Turkey

" our Tall Blacks wil

| be at next year's

" FIBA World

A Championship for

| Men in Turkey ... will
{ you?

The first wave of tickets for the event, running August
28-September 12, has gone on sale this month through
the official website www.turkey2010.fiba.com/tickets

New Zealand secured the Oceania zone's top seeding
into the event with their record upset of the Australian
Boomers 100-78 in Wellington last week.

Preliminary rounds for the tournament will be held in four
cities — Istanbul, Ankara, Kayseri and Izmir — and
although the Tall Blacks’ pool venue won’t be known
until the draw in January, fans can reserve seats for all
their games now.

These limited first-wave tickets will be sold with a 10%
discount until the last day of EuroBasket 2009 on
September 20. Until then, adult tickets are available for
between 31.50 ($NzZ66) and 135 ($NZ282).
Internationally renowned ticket company
Biletix/Ticketmaster has been appointed as the official
and exclusive agency for the event. Additional waves of
ticket sales will follow in 2009.
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2009 Class of the FIBA Hall of Fame
Announced

GENEVA, Switzerland/August 31 2009 — The
International Basketball Federation (FIBA) has
announced the list of 11 inductees for the 2009 FIBA
Hall of Fame intake.

The primary goal of the FIBA Hall of Fame is to reflect
the history of the sport and its protagonists. The key
criterion for selection into the FIBA Hall of Fame is
outstanding achievement, at the international level, to
the development and status of the sport of basketball.

2009 INDUCTEES:

Mr. Artenik ARABADJIAN Referee Bulgaria
Ms. Jacky CHAZALON Player France
Mr. Pedro FERRANDIZ Coach Spain

Mr. Ricardo GONZALEZ Player Argentina
Mr. Al RAMSAY Contributor Australia
Mr. Oscar ROBERTSON  Player USA

2009 PHOSTUMOUS INDUCTEES:

Mr. Luis MARTIN Contributor Argentina
Mr. Pete NEWELL Coach USA

Mr. Ubiratan PEREIRA Player Brazil

Mr. Marcel PFEUTI Referee Switzerland
Ms. Kay YOW Coach USA

The complete biographical sketches of the 11 above-
mentioned 2009 inductees into the FIBA Hall of Fame
will soon appear on www.halloffame.fiba.com.

Congratulations to
Australian Al Ramsay for
his achievement.

Ramsay was responsible
for the formation of FIBA's
fifth zone, Oceania, 41
years ago. The Al
Ramsay Shield is
contested by the New
Zealand Tall Blacks and
Australian Boomers.

Congratulations Al Ramsay, the father of Pacific
basketball!
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Has NZ ever played in the Australian Breeze Blows Through WBC

Senior State Championships?

Yes we have. in 1955! After a first half of wild scoring runs, the second half of

the inaugural Women'’s Basketball Championship (WBC)
titte game was almost pedestrian.

The Harbour Breeze, who won the last full New Zealand
Women'’s Basketball League title in 2006, eased out to
an 80-53 win over the Otago Gold Rush at Wellington's
Southwest Stadium on Saturday. Following a first half
that saw Harbour go from leading by 13 points to trailing
by five to leading by 16 points at halftime, the current
and former Tall Ferns-stacked Breeze gave Otago no
chance in the third and fourth quarters.

“It's about the calibre of players we have,” said Harbour
coach Brett Goebel, the driving force behind the WBC
this season. “It's the experience we have in our squad.
When you've got ex-Tall Ferns in your squad, it makes it
easy for me as a coach. They've got this mentality that
they’re not going to allow us to lose.”

Former Tall Ferns forward Charmian Purcell posted a
double-double with 21 points and 10 rebounds in the
final, earning WBC tournament team and Most Valuable
Player honours, while Karlene Kingi finished with a
game-high 22 points on 9-of-14 shooting. The
championship win completed a near-perfect season for
the Breeze, winning 15 of their 16 games as they won
the North Harbour and Dunedin tournaments that
preceded the Wellington championship event.

Harbour, featuring former national women’s team
players Purcell, Kingi, Jody Cameron and Noni
Wharemate, and current squad members Pip Connell
and Chelsea Terei, put the defensive clamps on the
Gold Rush early, pushing out to a 16-3 lead in the first

Recognize any names? quarter.
Otago were held without a field goal until 2m 04s
NEW ZEALAND remaining in the opening period, but once the drought
J McRAE (3) was broken, baskets came in a torrent. With Tall Ferns
K. O’NEILL (4) guard Suzie Bates, who top-scored with 14 points,
B. BRADLEY (5) making a pair of threes, Otago closed the quarter on a
B. COTTON (6) 14-2 run to get within a point. When they started the
N. HARFORD (7) second period scoring eight of the next 10 points the run
IS EgﬁR( %gli’t-) (8) was at 22-4 and the lead at five points.
I(—:I. él%l\llj%\gY( I OI)I “Otago always work their butts off and we didn’t expect
C' CORLETT (( I 2)) anything less,” Purcell said. “We knew they didn’t care
EIF 1 that we beat them last time. They were popping some
reat shots and making it tough for us. We had to
" Mana ger-Coach: Mr. C. L. S. Cross 9 9 9 9

back to the basics and mainlv it was defence.
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Our defence was lacking and we tidied that up. We
started denying on the wings, and talking in the middle
and boxing out was big for us.”

After absorbing the Gold Rush’s best effort, Harbour
turned it on. A 24-3 burst in the last eight minutes of the
second quarter gave them a 16-point halftime lead and
control of the game. The lead ballooned past 20, and
then 30 points in the third as Otago were held to just four
points over an eight-minute stretch.

Chanel Pompallier came off the bench to hit 4-of-5 three-
point attempts in her 12 points, while Connell helped
complete Harbour’'s domination inside, backing up Kingi,
Purcell and Cameron, with 10 points.

Bates hit 4-of-8 threes, but as Otago’s main scoring
threat, drew great attention from Harbour defence. Elise
Cassidy made a second-half cameo with 13 points,
including 3-of-5 treys, while 17-year-old Samara
Gallaher, a Tall Ferns training squad player, finished
with 11 points. Bates and Cameron also earned
tournament team selection, alongside former Tall Ferns
captain Leanne Walker (Waikato Wizards) and Amber
Bellringer (Taranaki Trojans).

Women's Basketball Championship
Southwest Stadium, Wellington
Saturday, August 22

Plate Final

Waikato Wizards 73 (Miriam Slatter 21, Leanne Walker
19, Natasha Lenden 16) Waikato Cougars 65
(Moengaroa Subritzky 19, Letava Whippy 18, Shiana
Harris 15)

1Q: 21-22

HT: 42-29 (21-7)

3Q: 57-49 (15-20)

FT: 73-65 (16-16)

Championship Final

Harbour Breeze 80 (Karlene Kingi 22, Charmian Purcell
21, Chanel Pompallier 12, Pip Connell 10) Otago Gold
Rush 53 (Suzie Bates 14, Elise Cassidy 13, Samara
Gallaher 11)

1Q: 18-17

HT: 44-28 (26-11)

3Q: 67-39 (23-11)

FT: 80-53 (13-14)

WBC Final Placing

1 Harbour Breeze 6 Waikato Cougars
2 Otago Gold Rush 7 Wellington Swish
3 Taranaki Trojans 8 NZ Academy

4  Canterbury Wildcats 9 GABBA Gators

5 Waikato Wizards

FIBA Oceania Ul17s

New Zealand’s Emerging Junior Tall Blacks put up a
fight, but eventually saw their world championship
qualification dreams stolen away by Australia.

Waikato guard Kirk Rangiawha scored a game-high 21
points as the Emerging JTBs fell 55-65 to Australia in
Game Three of the FIBA U17 Oceania Championship for
Men at the Vince Hickey Basketball Stadium in Brisbane
on August 22.

With a place at the 2010 FIBA U17 World Championship
in Germany at stake, New Zealand had leveled the best-
of-three series the previous night with a 69-67 Game
Two win and remained in contention until a horror third
quarter broke up their upset bid. With Rangiawha
scoring in double digits, the Kiwis led 19-11 after the first
quarter and still held an edge until late in the second,
down three points at halftime.

New Zealand, coached by Hamilton’s Doug Courtney,
were held to one field goal in the third quarter, that
coming almost five minutes into the period as Australia
extended their lead to 18 points thanks to a 19-4 quarter.
Australia, who will represent the Oceania zone in
Germany next July, led by as many as 20 points in the
fourth before New Zealand finished strongly to close
within 10.

Supporting Rangiawha, Porirua forward Jordan Ngatai
and Harbour guard Tim Wyatt each had 11 points,
Ngatai had seven rebounds and Wellington’s Steven
Adams eight boards. Wyatt collected three assists and
three steals. The Emerging JTBs suffered from 14-of-46
FG shooting, a 29-40 rebound deficit, 12 second-chance
points for Australia and a 10-40 points deficit around the
basket.

Hot three-point shooting helped the New Zealand
Emerging Junior Tall Blacks level their three-game FIBA
Oceania U17 Championship series with Australia 1-1 on
Friday night in Brisbane.



Issue 21, August 2009

The Emerging JTBs hit 11-0f-20 from distance as they
held on down the stretch to stun the Aussie juniors
69-67.

North Harbour’s Tim Wyatt scored a team-high 15 points
and hit the game-winning basket with nine seconds
remaining to complete a 31-point turnaround from Game
One.

Waikato guard Kirk Rangiawha, Hawke’s Bay forward
Alonzo Burton and Porirua centre Jordan Ngatai led the
three-point barrage that accounted for almost half the
team’s points.

The threesome each made three triples, with Ngatai
going 3-of-7 as part of his team-high 15 points, shared
with Wyatt, along with pulling down eight rebounds and
giving two assists. Rangiawha went 3-of-5 on three-point
attempts to finish with 10 points, while Burton hit 3-of-4
in his 11 points, while Wyatt went 5-of-6 from the field
and dropped four assists.

New Zealand’'s Emerging Junior Tall Ferns ended their
best-of-three FIBA Oceania U17 Championship for
Women series sweep with a 94-52 loss to Australia.
Waikato point guard Georgia Agnew again top-scored
with 13 points for New Zealand, who could not contain
the Aussie bigs inside, giving up 50 points in the paint.

Tai Tokerau big Megan Craig battled well inside with
eight points and eight rebounds, including five offensive,
helping New Zealand remain close in the rebounding
battle.

FIBA Oceania U17 Championships
Vince Hickey Basketball Stadium, Brisbane

Men

Game One: Australia 74 (Daniel Carlin 15, Mitchell
Norton 14, Philip Chircu 11) New Zealand Emerging
Junior Tall Blacks 45 (Jordan Ngatai 15, Kirk
Rangiawha 10)

Game Two: New Zealand Emerging Junior Tall
Blacks 69 (Tim Wyatt 15, Jordan Ngatai 15, Alonzo
Burton 11, Kirk Rangiawha 10) Australia 67 (Daniel
Carlin 17, Daniel Hill 15, Isaiah Omamogho 15)

Game Three: Australia 65 (Garrett Scheibner 10) New
Zealand 55 (Kirk Rangiawha 21, Jordan Ngatai 11,
Michael Karena 11)

Women

Game One: Australia 84 (Gretel Tippett 22, Tayla
Roberts 14, Adrienne Jones 11) New Zealand
Emerging Junior Tall Ferns 48 (Josie Stockill 16,
Rhaiah Spooner-Knight 11)

Game Two: Australia 68 (Gretel Tippett 21, Lauren
Nicholson 14, Tayla Roberts 12) New Zealand
Emerging Junior Tall Ferns 54 (Georgia Agnew 16)

Game Three: Australia 94 (Gretel Tippett 19, Adrienne
Jones 16, Tayla Roberts 13) New Zealand 52 (Georgia
Agnew 13)

NZ U16s Finish Sixth, 13

New Zealand’s U16 girls finished on a strong note and
avoided the wooden spoon in the process at the
Australia U16 Championships in Ulverstone, Tasmania.

The Morgans — Waitakere City’'s Morgan Roberts and
Southland’s Morgan Hunter — combined for 29 points as
the Kiwis defeated Western Australia Country to finish
13th, with a 2-5 record.

Coached by Rachel Gwerder, the NZ girls shot 41
percent from the field, while holding their opponents to
25 percent shooting, including just 2-of-13 on threes
They lost the rebounding 39-41 but forced WA Country
into 40 turnovers. Roberts shot 7-o0f-15 from the floor,
pulling down six rebounds and four assists as NZ took
over the game with a 22-6 third period. Counties

The NZ U16 boys fell hard — 106-60 to South Australia
Metro — in their final game to finish sixth, but completed
a successful tournament with a 5-3 record. Manukau’s
Reuben Te Rangi top-scored with 16 points (5/12 FG,
1/2 3pt, 5/6 FT), while Porirua’s Hoani Walker-Te Pania
had 11 points (5/5 FG, 1/2 FT) and five rebounds.

NZ, guided by Seth Weakley, trailed by only four points
after the first period, but quickly fell out of reach, losing
the second quarter 22-10, third 26-15 and fourth 34-15.
Waikato's Kurt Heatherley, the team’s leading scorer,

also had 11 points and Harbour’s Mat Lacey 10 points.

Australia U16 Championships
Launceston, Tasmania

Boys
South Australia Metro 106 New Zealand 60 (Reuben

Te Rangi 16)
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New Zealand 75 (Kurt Heatherley 30) Western
Australia Metro 66

NSW Metro 79 New Zealand 58 (Reuben Te Rangi 16)
New Zealand 82 (Kurt Heatherley 19) West Australia
Country 51

New Zealand 58 (Josh Young 11, Scott Cameron 11)
South Australia Country 47

New Zealand 106 (Kurt Heatherley 24) Queensland
North 87

New Zealand 80 (Logan Botica 18, Aaron Keppler 18)
Northern Territory 42

Victoria Country 99 New Zealand 85 (Kurt Heatherley
23, Josh Young 23)

Girls

Queensland South 91 New Zealand 40 (Morgan
Roberts 7)

New Zealand 63 (Morgan Hunter 11, Emma Mayo 11)
Tasmania 61

Victoria Metro 70 New Zealand 41 (Jamie Campbell 8,
Deena EIl Shall-Puketapu 8)

South Australia Country 68 New Zealand 47 (Deena
El Shall-Puketapu 15)

West Australia Metro 80 New Zealand 59 (Alex
Svoboda 12)

NSW Country 68 New Zealand 52 (Deena El Shall-
Puketapu 9)

New Zealand 65 (Morgan Roberts 15) Western
Australia Country 43

Goodbye To An Old Friend

Joe McLeod, a former NZ Basketball
Federation chief executive officer, died
in Christchurch on August 14.

McLeod, 64, was an energetic
administrator who helped raise the
sport's profile during the early 1980s
with the NZ men’s team making
breakthrough tours to Taiwan and then
attending the world championships in
Spain as a wildcard entry in 1986.

The following year McLeod left to fill a similar role with
the New South Wales Association in Sydney and the
federation's headquarters moved from Christchurch to
Auckland. He returned to Christchurch in the early 1990s
and worked briefly for Canterbury Basketball at Cowles
Stadium.

Joe died of prostate cancer after being diagnosed a year
ago. Among those at a small funeral were former NZBF
presidents Maurie Henshall and Peter Crowhen, former
international referee Robin Milligan, all of Christchurch,
and long-serving board member Pauline Paterson from
Ashburton.

Another basketball stalwart John Horan formerly of the
army, also attended and spoke of Joe and his time in the
police and services sport, while passing on the
condolences from basketball people in the North Island.
Another message came from Lindsay Gaze, the
legendary former Australian coach who expressed his
sympathy and remembered Joe well.

A useful website for coaches

The latest issue of Coach Online by SPARC is now
available at http://www.sparc.org.nz/
sport/coaching/new-zealand-coach. Coach Online gives
coaches access to information and interviews on
coaching in a user friendly e-magazine format. Articles
include:

information on SPARC and the NZAS's
Coach Accelerator programme;

an interview with SPARC’s General
Manager Community Sport and Recreation
—John Reid, about his views on grassroots
sport, its influence on young people and the
need for quality coaches at this level; and
reflections on SPARC’s Winning on the
World Stage event by Sports Psychologist,
Ken Ravizza

This space could be yours !

Do you have any upcoming events you would like to
inform the New Zealand basketball community of?

Do you have any innovating fund raising ideas you would
like to share?

Do you have any exciting news or achievements you
would like to tell?

The team here at Basketball New Zealand wants to help
you and our basketball associations where ever possible.
If you would like to add articles to our monthly community
newsletter please email items to

roslyn@basketball.org.nz
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Ferns Stand T all In Defeat

World champions Australia have kept their title defence
on course by dispatching the NZ Tall Ferns 97-57 in
Canberra to retain the FIBA Oceania Championship for
Women and capture the zone’s sole qualifying spot at
next year's global tournament.

The plucky Kiwis, including eight rookies, showed a
measure of progress from their 50-win loss in the
opening encounter of this home-and-away series two
days ago, but never enough to close down a balanced
Opals offence that featured the inside presence of
teenage giant Liz Cambage and a relentless long range
barrage.

“We made some great improvements and it was only
some indiscipline towards the end that prevented us
getting even closer,” enthused Ferns coach Shawn
Dennis. “l thought we had a chance of getting within 30
points.

“Our execution on offence was genuinely a lot better.
They really got after our guards tonight, but we still got
some great open looks and as the girls get more
confidence, those shots will start dropping.

“At the end of the day, Australia are a class act and
showed why they have stayed around the top of the
world rankings for so long.”

From the start, the home team looked to Cambage, who
fully capitalized on her 12cm height advantage over rival

centre Kim Barnes.

They broke the game open with an early 17-2 run that
featured treys from Natalie Hurst and Hollie Grima, a
three-point play from Cambage and a rare four-point
play from Jess Bibby.

The Opals shot a
blistering 60% FG and
8/18 3pt over the first
half, and Cambage
already had 13 points
(6/7 FG) as they held a
53-27 advantage at the
break.

The Ferns were
hanging on by their
fingernails, but were
forced to rely on a
lopsided free throw
count (12/17 FT) to
stay even that close.

The cause was not helped with forward Toni
Edmondson , their leading scorer with 19 points in
Game One, shackled by foul trouble.

She was back on the sidelines with her fourth personal
midway through the third quarter, but still emerged with a
team-high 11 points.

“That was probably a lack of experience on Toni’s part,”
observed Dennis. “She has to learn not to commit those
cheap fouls, but they obviously keyed on her a bit more
tonight too.

As the second half wore on, New Zealand put together
some promising periods, including an 11-2 run in the
final quarter that took them past 50 points. Dennis was
also satisfied that his team’s defensive adjustments
helped cool the Opals’ shooting to 46% FG and 37% 3pt
by fulltime.

These small victories were never enough to truly
challenge their opponents. Bibby eventually led all
scorers with 19 points, including four of her team’s 14
three-pointers, while Cambage obliged with 18 around
the basket.
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Australia became the eighth nation to qualify for the 16-
team world championship draw, joining hosts the Czech
Republic, Olympic champions the United States, and
European powers France, Russia, Spain, Belarus and
Greece.

The Tall Ferns must turn their sights towards the 2012
Olympics and will be cheering the Aussies on in the
knowledge that if they can retain their world crown, the
Opals will secure automatic qualification for London and
the Oceania spot will again be up for grabs.

Dennis is confident he
now has a squad that
should carry the
women’s programme
for the next decade.

“The big thing for us is

to help these young

girls get the consistent training they need and some
exposure to international basketball, while also involving
those players who weren’t here this year,” he says.

“l am encouraged that these players are very excited by
the programme and what we have shown them over the
past week. It's good to know they are enthusiastic to be
part of this.”

FIBA Oceania Championship for Women
Game One — Porirua, NZ

Australian Opals 98 (Liz Cambage 22, Jessica Bibby 14,

Mariana Tolo 14, Hollie Grima 12, Jessica Foley 12) New
Zealand Tall Ferns 48 (Toni Edmondson 17)

Q116-9

HT 45-25 (29-16)

Q3 76-41 (31-16)

FT 98-48 (22-7)

Game Two — Canberra, Australia

Australia 97 (Jessica Bibby 19, Liz Cambage 18, Elyse
Penaluna 10) New Zealand 57 (Toni Edmondson 11)
Q1 27-15

HT 53-27 (26-12)

Q3 72-41 (19-14)

FT 97-57 (25-16)

Australia win series 2-0

Road Safety Trust

Road Safety Trust has been a major supporter of
Basketball New Zealand in 2009 and their support is
helping our basketball community across NZ. The Road
Safety Trust launched its “Keep your eyes on the action”
campaign by making drivers more aware of the road. It is
great to have them on board and we share their goals, so
we thank Road Safety Trust.

Research shows that:

using a mobile phone while driving, you are four
times more likely to crash;

the reaction times for drivers using a mobile phone
behind the wheel is the same as driving at the
maximum legal limit of alcohol consumption
texting behind the wheel impairs driving skills more
than being drunk

Basketball New Zealand is delighted to promote

the “Keep your eyes on the action” message. It's what our
referees do during the game and it's what we all need to
do when we're behind the wheel.
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