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Hi All

Well, another month has passed us by and we
are heading towards the busier months for you
all.

Congratulations on the U17 and U19 teams that
have qualified for the nationals. | suppose you
will be busy fundraising and training from now
on.

Just a reminder that all the big gaming machine
founding trusts will require a letter of support
from BBNZ for your applications to them. This
has been in place for the last couple of years
but was only recently past at a BBNZ Board
meeting. If you are still unsure of the process,
please contact me and | will explain.

There has been a few changes happening at
BBNZ, with a new president appointed at the
AGM - John Gallaher, a new board member —
Jill Bolger from Southland. | am sure that | can
say on behalf of the associations that we
welcome them into their new roles and look
forward to their input into the direction of
basketball in New Zealand.

With the FIBA U19 World Championship for
Men just round the corner — | believe volunteers
are still required to assist during the champs
which run from July 2-12 in Auckland. If you
are interested or require information
surrounding them, please email
info@ul9bballchamps.co.nz .

Over the next few months, | will be slowly
starting to get around to seeing you all. In the
mean time, if you have any problems, questions
or need assistance with anything, please emalil
or ring me.

Yours in Basketball

Glenda@basketball.org.nz
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Urgent Urgent Urgent!
Communication is a two way stream and at this
time only 10 associations have filled in the
guestionnaire that was sent out at Christmas.

Can associations that have not completed the
questionnaire, please send it back by April 147

| am trying to compile information on the
success, planning and needs of the associations
and if we don’t have your input we can presume
that you are all functioning to your full capacity,
succeeding at everything and require no
assistance.

We will just work alongside the associations that
have given their feedback.

Thank vou.
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Basketball New Zealand announced last week that chief executive
Dale Stephens would change roles within the organisation.

With the FIBA U19 World Championship for Men being scheduled for
Auckland in July, Stephens will transfer his promotional and media skills
to the BBNZ legacy programme set up in conjunction with that tournament.

“There is a critical requirement for the sport to promote this event and work with the world body in a way
that provides a lasting benefit to basketball in New Zealand,” said BBNZ president John Gallaher.

“Our board is pleased that Dale will be working with this legacy programme, which will be an integral part of
the championship.”

Stephens joined Basketball New Zealand in January 2008 with a background in the police and business
management. His new title will be BBNZ legacy project special advisor to the FIBA U19 World
Championship for Men.

“Strategically, this is a great opportunity to promote the sport nationally and internationally,” said Stephens.
“l am really excited to take on this important piece of work.

“For some time now, | have had to balance heavy work and travel commitments. This gives me the
opportunity to really focus on this key area for the sport, while giving back some time to my family.”

The BBNZ board will begin the search for a new chief executive next month.

AGM Report

Thanks to all delegates that attended the BBNZ AGM and Conference in Wellington on March 21-
22. It was a great turn out and the event ran very smoothly, with the exception of Bill Kennedy’s
fall. which was not a good way to start the weekend. Bill is now back on the West Coast recovering
from a badly fractured ankle, our thoughts are with him.

We are in the process of putting together an AGM conference report which will include notes from
all the sessions of the weekend. This will be included in the April community newsletter, so watch
this space.

If you have any questions or comments about the AGM or want any particular information, please
contact me at tracy@basketball.org.nz

Thanks

Tracy Walley
Executive Assistant
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AGM Wrap-Up

The governance of Basketball New Zealand took a
swing to the South on the first day of the 2008 Annual
General Meeting.

Otago’s John Gallaher was elected president and
Southland’s Jill Bolger as a board member following
the vote from association delegates, board members
and life members in Wellington on Saturday.
Gallaher, who also sits on the FIBA Oceania
management committee, defeated Wellington’s Justin
Toebes, who also ran for president against Barbara
Wheadon in 2007.

“It's hugely pleasing to have the support of the
basketball community, to be able to get on and take
the sport to the next level,” Gallaher said, soon after
the announcement of his appointment.

“We've got a lot of challenges ahead of us but |
believe we've got the people to solve those and get
on and make the difference.”

Gallaher, a stockbroker and investment manager from
Dunedin, who has been a BBNZ board member since
2005 and Basketball Otago’s chairman until earlier
this year, steps into the presidency vacated by
Wheadon, who had led the organisation since 2001,
last November and filled in the interim by Hamilton-
based Mel Young.

“I said in my comments about respecting the legacies
of the people that have been involved in basketball
and I'm very mindful of that. We've got some big
expectations to live up to. There’s been so much
achieved in the last 10 years and we've got a great
base to build from.

“I love the game and I'm really looking forward to
seeing the sport developing further and realising the
potential that it has.”

Bolger, a corrections probation officer from
Invercargill, beat out Harbour’s Michael Whybro and
Waikato's Maryellen Bezzant to fill the board spot
previously held by Gallaher.

“I'm quite excited but it's quite daunting because
there’s lots to do,” said Bolger, who spoke of a desire
to be part of the basketball solution, rather than
criticising from the outside.

“My history in local administration in Southland is
extensive and | feel that I'm ready to move that up to
the national level. | think that I'm a good
communicator and I've had experience in all levels of
basketball — administration, refereeing, playing and
coaching.

THE LION
FOUNDATION

e molten

KEEP YOUR

SP . RC EYESON

THE ACTION

ROAD SAFETY TRST

“And I'm willing to learn and that’s going to be important.
It's going to be challenging, | have no doubt, but I'm
ready for it.”

Bolger joins Gallaher, vice president Young, who
retained his position unopposed, Counties Manukau’'s
Patrick Dougherty, Manawatu’s Kevin Smith and
Auckland lawyer Stephen Layburn, a co-opted member,
on the BBNZ board.

Rotorua’s Sue Pene, who was voted onto the board in
2008 but stood down mid-year after taking up a role as
player development officer with BBNZ, will re-join the
board during 2009 after completing her contract.
Gallaher was also pleased with Bolger’s appointment,
adding a second South Island voice around the board
table.

“This is about having the perspective from around New
Zealand,” he said. “Even though New Zealand is not a
big country, we have to realise that basketball has
different challenges in different areas and we need to
hear and understand all of those.”

John Gallaher,
President of Basketball New Zealand
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Trust Funding Applications - BBNZ New Policy

The Board of Basketball New Zealand has BBNZ Checks:

adopted a new policy around requests for trust - That the application is “endorsed” and that

funding letters. In recent times, the trust funding its purpose relates to basketball activities.

process had been abused by sports organisations - Finance Manager to check whether the

and, as a result, some sports have been tainted by applicant is a current financial member of

those organizations. BBNZ has taken a pro-active BBNZ (Current affiliation fee paid).

step towards assuring trust funders that basketball . Community Basketball Manager will advise

is not one of those tainted sports. as to whether the applicant has fulfilled
other affiliation obligations for example

At the February board meeting, the Board of registered members on FIBA Organizer.

BBNZ replaced its previous practice of issuing

generic letters regarding financial status with Membership obligations fulfilled - the Basketball

BBNZ and now provides application specific Support Coordinator drafts a letter for the chief

letters. This move was also in recognition of the executive to sign.

fact that such letters are in the main used for trust . Once signed this letter will be scanned and

funding applications, some letters presented to emailed directly to the applicant.

trust funders were years old.
Membership obligations not fulfilled — the applicant

The main trust funders are delighted with this will be advised and asked to come into
process. BBNZ is confident this process may compliance with those membership areas not yet
provide your application with more successful addressed.

qualities, but does ask that you take your time to
complete these applications. With the pool of trust  BBNZ requests that you allow 10 working days to

funding money reduced, your applications need process such requests but does endeavour to
something to raise them above the rest. provide these letters at the earliest possible
opportunity.

The new policy is available on the BBNZ

website but in summary is as follows: BBNZ will not determine whether an application
has a greater priority over another. The
applications are dealt with on a case-by-case
Appllcant to provide to BBNZ: basis as they arrive at BBNZ.
Copy of application form and resolution

with request for BBNZ affiliation letter and  Each letter is specifically written for the one

to whom the letter should be emailed. application. This prevents the repeated use of one
(BB)NZ will not submit your application for letter for all applications.

you).

Can be sent by email, fax, or post. The letter is in three distinct parts.

Identify any application deadline dates.

(The meeting of application deadline date - The initial paragraph confirms the applicant as
is the responsibility of the applicant.) a financial member of BBNZ.

All correspondence directed to Basketball . The second section mirrors the actual
Support Coordinator. application being made — the amount and the
Do not need to provide any quotes to purpose.

BBNZ. - The next section provides some general

comments around the support of this activity in
the community and the alignment with BBNZ
development strategies.
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2008 BBNZ Award Winners

Sir Lance Cross Barbara Wheadon Zena Gay Award Robyn Ruka
50 Year Service Bill Kennedy 50 Year Service Tina Cook
Volunteer of the Year  Alistair Tod Coach of the Year  Murray McMahon

50 Year Service Ngaire Lee Official of the Year Gavin Whiu
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Bill Bounces Back from Break

With one exception, the Basketball New
Zealand AGM weekend could not have been
any worse for Bill Kennedy.

The West Coast Basketball Association stalwart
was one of three members of the basketball

illboard put up in Greymouth’s main street to
celebrate his achievement.
“Allin all, it's been a fairly hectic year.”
Kennedy has had a full-leg cast fitted and will
be reassessed in 10 days.

The awards ceremony was also filled with
emotion as Waikato Basketball Chairman Don
Jeffries accepted the Coach of the Year award for
the late Murray McMahon, who passed on July 8,
2008, just 18 days after guiding the Waikato
Pistons to his first and only National Basketball
League title.
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ere IS a tournament aiter that you can tes
your new found skills on.

Registration is $30.00. Please contact
Basketball Nelson if interested.

CONGRATULATIONS
FIBA Appointments

In late February, our highest ranked referees
were enduring a gruelling qualification, for
some a re-qualification, process in Auckland.
Their hard work and commitment was
rewarded with two new FIBA Commissioners,
one new FIBA referee, and three successfully
“refreshed” FIBA referees.

Congratulations and appreciation to:
FIBA Commissioner — Alastair Tod

FIBA Commissioner — Ken Coulson

FIBA Referee — Gavin Zimmerman

Refreshed FIBA Referee — Dallas Pickering
Refreshed FIBA Referee — Gavin Whiu

Refreshed FIBA Referee — Tim Brown

The New Zealand basketball family thank
them for their desire and drive to further
successful officiating careers and look forward
to seeing our elite officials around
tournaments and events in the near future.
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Rookies Shake-Up NBL

A pair of Kiwi rookies have been the headline-
grabbers through three rounds of the 2009
National Basketball League.

Tall Black Corey Webster and Waikato
Pistons swingman Thomas Abercrombie, both
in their first year of NBL play, have already
collected Player of the Week honours as their
teams sit near the top of the standings
heading into the second month of the season.
Webster, who has averaged 33.0 points, 6.0
rebounds and 3.5 assists per game for the 3-1
Harbour Heat, earned the round two POW
after scoring 38 and 43 points in consecutive
road wins at the Bay Hawks and Manawatu
Jets.

Abercrombie, who is averaging a double-
double with 11.3 points and 10.0 rebounds
per game, along with a league-high 2.7
blocks, stuffed the stat sheet with 12 points,
19 rebounds, six blocks, two assists and two
steals in a home win over the Jets to earn
round three POW.

Webster, the son of former NBL legend and
current Heat coach Tony Webster, narrowly
fell behind Wellington Saints import Mike
Efevberha for the league scoring lead by less
than a point after round three. He is also ninth
in assists and 18™ in rebounding.
Abercrombie, like Webster a NZ Breakers
development player, is one of only seven
players averaging a double-double in points
and rebounds, along with Auckland Stars
Dillon Boucher and Casey Frank, Taranaki
forward Aaron Bailey-Nowell, Cougars centre
Tim Behrendorff, Manawatu Jets import
Marcel Jones and Wellington Saints forward
Arthur Trousdell.

Omnipresent Boucher, who became just the
second person this decade to compile a triple-
double — after Pistons import Jason Crowe

did it three times last season - in round one
against the Heat, tops the NBL Player
Power Rankings, with team-mate Frank,
Efevberha, Bailey-Nowell and Webster
completing the top-five.

The Pistons sit atop the standings at 3-0,
having won their last seven games dating
back to the final round of the 2008 regular
season, while the Saints and Heat sit a half-
game back at 3-1.

At the other end of the standings are the 1-4
Jets and 0-3 Taranaki Dynamos, who
suffered a big blow with inspirational forward
Link Abrams ruled out for the remainder of
the season after rupturing his patella tendon
against the Stars in round two.

Abrams, a naturalised-American, had played
109 consecutive games, the most at the
time by an active player, since Taranaki
made the step-up again to the NBL in 2003.

BBNZ wants to acknowledge the
resignation of Nic Warren from the
position of Regional Referees Officer for
the Canterbury region. Nic is well known
to the wider basketball family and will still
be seen in Christchurch as Technical
Commissioner for the Zone 4 U19
Premierships early April and of course
on the score bench for Canterbury
Cougars.

BBNZ thanks Nic for his service and
dedication to the RRO position and wish
him well in his continued involvement
with our sport.
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ROAD SAFETY TRUST TEAMING WITH
BASKETBALL NEW ZEALAND IN 2009

Road Safety Trust is back on board as a
partner of Basketball New Zealand for 2009
and their support is helping our basketball
community across NZ.

skills more than being drunk.

Basketball New Zealand is delighted to be
pushing the 'Keep Your Eyes on the

Action’ message. It's what our referees do
during the game, and it's what we all need to
do when we're behind the wheel.

DOES YOUR ASSOCIATION
NEED SUPPORT TO HELP COVER ITS
COSTS?

Basketball New Zealand (BBNZ) can help
support your association by approaching
potential national sponsors to help cover many
of the areas where finding finance is difficult.

BBNZ, with the help of all associations around
the country, needs to gather data on the main
costs to an association for the following areas:
Transport — Flights and rental vehicles
Accommodation — Backpackers, Motels,
Hotels
Utilities — Phone, Fax, Internet, and
Photocopier
Insurance — all insurance
Uniforms — numbers of uniforms
required

BBNZ has sent this information out in an easy
to read spreadsheet, and once all association
information has come back, it will put BBNZ in
a very strong position to seek sponsorship, or
discounted rates. BBNZ will send all the results
to the associations so that you are able to seek
national sponsors as well. Together we can
make a difference, but alone it is difficult.
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Preferential Rates for Basketball New Zealand Assoc iations

As was discussed at the AGM, Basketball New Zealand having a close partnership with Accor Hotels, they
are able to provide our associations great rates across the country.

The easiest way to book and check rates is through the www.accorhotels.com website. Just tick the
preferential code box and enter BBNZ as the code (see below) and it should work no problems. Please note
the discount applies only for accommodation in NZ and Fiji, although they can book anywhere in the world
on this site.

New Zealand

The CBL season was due to start soon but
without sufficient teams entered this was not
areality. BBNZ is currently working with
prospective teams, teams that did enter,
teams who played previously but did not
enter the 2009 season, and any other
possible entrants.

There are some “structural” challenges
around the CBL for 2009 and must be

| Select country modified before we have enough teams
| Select location (optional) committed to the 2009 league.

City / Country / H«

[—| BBNZ stands committed to running the 2009
CBL and is working through these
challenges and opportunities with the above
teams/clubs/associations.

| Card type

| Card number We ask for your patience as current

resources within BBNZ head office have
been reduced with the departure of our
leagues manager. We are allocating staff to
work on this.

For any further information watch the BBNZ
website or contact Cath Kara at
cath@basketball.org.nz.
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REFEREE NOMINATIONS — Tournaments

BBNZ is disappointed that associations continue to treat the nomination of referees as a low
priority. The current practices severely impacting our ability to provide adequate officials at

Please, PLEASE, ensure your referee is available, is coming, and is able to officiate for the
duration of the tournament. We are asking you to help us help make your tournaments
enjoyable, safe, and memorable for all the right reasons — good basketball.
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Results from the
U19 World Champs Draw

Familiar Faces for the JTBs

The New Zealand Junior Tall Blacks have been
pooled with Argentina, Croatia and Kazakhstan

in group D for the FIBA U19 World
Championship for Men from July 2-12 after the

official draw on Monday.

will be broadcast to 140 countries and an
estimated audience of over 100 million.

JTB coach Kenny McFadden & guard Logan Van
Beek with world championship mascot Poro
(Photosport)
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Call For FIBA U19 Volunteers

The FIBA U19 World Championship is being
held in Auckland from July 2- 12, and is a
unigue opportunity to showcase our country
and to let our personality shine through our
volunteers.

Introducing...

Junior Tall Black

Association: Wellington

School: Wellington High School
Position: Centre

Born: March 22, 1990 at Wellington
Height: 2.1m

National Teams: Junior Tall Blacks

Career Ambition: Tall Blacks at 2012 London
Olympics

Role Model: Michael Phelps

Why did you start playing basketball?: Peer
pressure

What do you enjoy most about basketball?:
Blocking shots

Favourites

Team: Miami Heat

TV Show: Dragonball Z
Movie : Fight Club

Song: Boom by Royce Da 59
Food: Ice cream

This is an opportunity for you to enjoy the
company of other volunteers, to be part of an
exciting event and to give back to your sport
and community.
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National Teams Named

Basketball New Zealand confirmed four representative squads for upcoming tournaments on Friday.

Five members of last year’s Junior Tall Ferns - Chevannah Paalvast, Milika Nathan, Jelena Vucinic, Zoe
Kensington and Jordan Hunter - make up half the Emerging Tall Ferns (U21) squad, coached by Counties
Manukau'’s Tania Hunter, for the Oceania Tournament in Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands, in June 17-30.

Also named on Friday, were three U18 squads for tournaments in Spain and Australia in April. A trio of
players from the bronze medal-winning New Zealand team at the Australian Youth Olympic Festival in
January - captain Ethan Rusbatch, vice captain Tia Temata-Frost and Australian-based Ben Mcllwaine will
head the boys U18 team to Spain, including the Vilagarcia Basket Cup tournament, from April 4-15.

A second U18 boys team, also coached by Porirua’s Deslea Wrathall, will contest the Australia U18 State
Championships in Gawler, South Australia, from April 14-26. Last year's Junior Tall Ferns coach Darryl
Pene will guide the U18 girls team, led by Otago’s Samara Gallaher and Harbour’s Kate Alemann, at the

same tournament.

The Emerging Tall Blacks (U21) squad and coaching staff for the Oceania Tournament in Saipan will be
confirmed at a later stage.

Oceania Tournament, Saipan,

Northern Mariana Islands, June 17-30
Emma Gillespie (Waitakere), Natasha Hall (North
Harbour), Jordan Hunter (Counties Manukau)
Zoe Kensington (New Plymouth), Natalie Moore
(Canterbury), Milika Nathan (North Harbour),
Chevannah Paalvast (West Auckland), Miriam
Slatter (Waikato), Rebecca van Kuyk
(Wellington), Jelena Vucinic (Nelson)

Coach: Tania Hunter

Assistant coach: Bert Tobia

Manager: Philomena Terei

Australia U18 State Championships,

Gawler, South Australia, April 14-26
Kate Alemann (Waitakere), Jess Bygate
(Nelson), Samara Gallaher (Otago), Awhina
Karawana (Hutt Valley), Rebecca Lough
(Canterbury), Alicia McEwen (Palmerston North),
Freya Newton (Palmerston North), Caitlin
Preston (New Plymouth), Hana Tapiata
(Rotorua), Claudia van Velthooven (Marlborough)
Coach: Darryl Pene

Assistant coach: Aik Ho

Manager: Philomena Terei

Australia U18 State Championships,

Gawler, South Australia, April 14-26
Tane Bennett (Western BoP), Michael Clarke
(Palmerston North), Damon Cleverley (Otago),
Nick Davies (Wellington), Ryan Funnell
(Palmerston North), Shaquille Hohipa-Wilson
(North Harbour), Ben Mackay (Otago), Ihaka
Steel (Thames Valley), Ruihana Te Nahu
(Rotorua), Joseph Webb (Wellington)

Coach: Deslea Wrathall

Apprentice coach: Richard Dickel

Manager: Maryellen Bezzant

Vilagarcia Basket Cup, Spain, April 9-
12

Chris Duthie (Nelson), Hyrum Hippolite (Porirua),
Ben King (Porirua), Dyson King-Hawea (Porirua),
Stefan Mandic (North Harbour), Ben Mcllwaine
(Victoria), Mark Overdevest (Waikato), Ethan
Rusbatch (captain, Canterbury), Tia Temata-
Frost (vice captain, Palmerston North), Gabriel
Wills (Rotorua)

Coach: Deslea Wrathall

Assistant coach: Kevin Smith

Manager: TBC




