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 Hi All 
 
Well the shortest day has gone and Christmas is 
less than six months away.  Where has the year 
gone? 
 
At this stage it is a good idea for those that have an 
annual plan (which I would like to think is most of 
you) to review what you have achieved so far this 
year and to look at what you need to work on for 
the rest of the year. 
 
The FIBA U19 World Championship has kicked off 
already and will be running until July 12. 
 
I hope associations, especially in the upper North 
Island, take the opportunity to send their referees to 
the clinic happening on Thursday, July 9 as part of 
the U19 tournament.  Both clinics are free.  It would 
also be good to see some administrators at the 
breakfast on Thursday, July 9 at Blankenberge 
Belgium Bar and Café, costing $15 per person. 
 
The next couple of months are busy with U13, U15 
and Open premiership tournaments. I wish you all 
the best for those. A reminder to all associations 
that every entry has to have an assigned referee. 
BBNZ is still getting a lot of entries without referees. 
If you are one of these associations, can you 
urgently contact Nick or Cath, to advise which 
referee you will be nominating.  If you have no-one 
to nominate, then your association needs to look at 
organising a referee development programme.  If 
you are unsure who is available to run referee 
courses in your area, please contact Cath, BBNZ 
referees coordinator, at cath@basketball.org.nz  as 
we have regional referee officers in each zone. 
 
I would like to congratulate Basketball Otago on 
their newsletter, which I have been receiving. All 
associations, if not already doing so, should look at 
doing something similar. Keep up the good work. 
 
Hopefully I will see some of you at the FIBA U19 
tournament. 

Yours in Sport 
Glenda 
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This space could be yours  

 
�  Do you have any upcoming events you 

would like to inform the New Zealand 
basketball community of? 
 

�  Do you have any innovative fundraising 
ideas you would like to share? 
 

�  Do you have any exciting news or 
achievements you would like to tell? 

 
The team here at Basketball New Zealand 
wants to help you and our basketball 
associations where ever possible. If you 
would like to add articles to our monthly 
community newsletter please email items to  
 

roslyn@basketball.org.nz 
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Road Safety Trust and Basketball 
New Zealand 2009 

 
If you watched the NBL playoffs on Sky Sport 3 last 
month, you should have noticed the message on 
the black signage around the courts and on the 
referees’ shirts.  
 
This is part of The Road Safety Trust ‘Keep Your 
Eyes on the Action’ campaign by making drivers 
more aware of the road. It is great to 
have RST on board and we endeavour to promote 
road safety. 
 
With the Trust's primary focus being to increase 
awareness of the dangers of distracted driving, it is 
also running a related media campaign which 
highlights the dangers associated with using a 
mobile phone while driving. (See campaign poster 
on right) 
 
The messages of this campaign are: "you're four 
times more likely to have a crash when you’re on a 
mobile phone" and "it's hard to do 
two things at the same time" and aligns perfectly 
with the Trust's existing sponsorship message: 
"Keep Your Eyes on the Action" 
 
Research shows that: 
 
�  using a mobile phone while driving you are 

four times more likely to crash 
�  the reaction times for drivers using a mobile 

phone behind the wheel is the same as driving 
at the maximum legal limit of alcohol  
consumption 

�  texting behind the wheel impairs driving skills 
more than being drunk 

 
Basketball New Zealand is delighted to be pushing 
the 'Keep Your Eyes on the Action’ message. It’s 
what our referees do during the game, and it’s what 
we all need to do when we’re behind the wheel. 
 

  
 

Are you following the 2009 Fiba 
World U19 Men’s Championship? 

 
Be sure to visit the official website 

www.newzealand2009.fiba.com  to find 
live scores, statistics, game reports and 

photos. Watch out on Sky Sport 3 for the live 
game coverage. 

 
Do not miss the chance to watch the world's 
most talented young basketballers, with the 

athleticism, pure shooting and ability to score. 
 

The final will be held July 12, 7:30pm at the 
North Shore Events Centre. 
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 13th Lucky For JTBs 

 
New Zealand’s Junior Tall Blacks closed out their 
run at the FIBA U19 World Championship win a 62-
54 win over Angola. The JTBs looked like a team 
that was playing their 11th game in 14 days as they 
struggled their way past the African runners-up to 
finish 13th at ASB Stadium on Tuesday. 
 
Guard Brook Ruscoe had his third 20-plus point 
game of the tournament, scoring a game-high 20 
points (7/14 FG, 4/6 3pt, 2/2 FT), with four 
rebounds and three assists in 34 minutes as the 
Kiwis outlasted the pesky Angolans for their second 
straight win. “To go out and win two in a row is 
always nice. It’s good to finish on a winning note,”  
 
said Junior Tall Blacks captain Dion Prewster, who 
had 10 points, six rebounds and three assists. 
Angola had sensed an upset when they closed 
within three points with a little under four minutes 
remaining after a mini 7-0 run. 
 
But Ruscoe and Co quickly slammed the door shut. 
Ruscoe delievered assists as Prewster answered 
with a three from the wing, and centre Rob Loe, 
who finished with 15 points, dropped in a basket, 
before point guard Logan van Beek picked off a 
pass for a breakaway lay-up to stretch the lead 
back out to double digits. 
 
Whenever Angola made a charge, the JTBs, 
buoyed by a loud home crowd, were able to score 
key baskets to keep them at arm’s reach. The 
Angolans also closed to four points with 7:16 left 
but Loe completed a three-point play and Ruscoe 
hit one of his four treys to move clear. 
 
The JTBs were sloppy in the third quarter, scoring 
just 12 points as their offence stalled in the face of 
Angola’s zone. Luckily, Angola were even worse, 
hitting on only 5-of-19 of their field-goal attempts. A 
three from Edwards at the third-quarter buzzer put 
the JTBs out by 10 points. 
 
New Zealand led by as many as 13 points early in 
the second quarter but saw the Angolans close to  
 

 
within six points at one stage. Ruscoe led the Kiwis 
with 12 points at the half. 
 
Loe, who also had nine rebounds and four steals, 
took an elbow to the right eye in the first minute of 
the game, only playing 2:35 in the first period but 
still managing five points. While Angola went 0-for-
14 on three-point attempts, New Zealand hit nine, 
their most of the tournament, and evened up the 
rebounding battle 40-40, the first time they had not 
been out-rebounded in five games. 
  
The Kiwis finished the tournament 2-3, with group 
D losses to Argentina (66-64), Croatia (79-72) and 
Kazakhstan (90-83) and wins over Syria (93-75) 
and Angola (62-54). 
 
“I think we did really well,” Prewster said. “We 
didn’t let ourselves down. We did want to do 
better but we did play some good basketball. 

Well, the best we could anyway. We just got a 
little unlucky”. 

“And we’ve got a lot of respect from other 
basketball playing nations and that we should 
be here. People have been quite surprised by 
the way that we’ve played, so it’s always nice 

to hear people saying that.” 
 
The Junior Tall Blacks head their separate ways on 
Wednesday, with Ruscoe, Prewster and Loe joining 
the Tall Blacks in camp on Auckland’s North Shore 
next Tuesday. 
 

 
 

Congratulations Brook, Rob and Dion for being 
picked to attend the Tall Blacks camp  
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Introducing ... 
 

  
 
Association : Wellington 
High School : Wellington Boys College/Iowa City 
High School 
Position : Guard 
Born : January 10, 1990 at Santa Ana, CA, USA 
Nickname : D 
Height : 1.92m 
 
College : San Jacinto College 
Career Highlight : Playing in 2005 youth festival in 
San Diego, USA 
Career Ambition : Play professionally someday 
Role Model : Lebron James 
Why did you start playing basketball?  Thought 
it would be something I’d enjoy 
What do you enjoy most about basketball?  The 
competitive nature it brings when playing, winning, 
friendships off the court 
 
FAVOURITES 
Team: Texas Longhorns 
Coach: Rick Barnes 
All-Star Five: PG Magic johnson, SG Michael 
Jordan, SF Lebron James, PF Bill Russell, C Wilt 
Chamberlain 
TV Show: Rob and Big 
Movie: Nacho Libre 
Video Game: NBA 2K9 
Song: “Ransom” (ft Lil Wayne) by Drake 
Food: Chinese  
 

Junior Tall 
Black Captian 

 
DDiioonn  

PPrreewwsstteerr   

Email your JTBs  
 

Would you like to send the Junior Tall Blacks a 
message of congratulations for their inspiring 
effort at the FIBA U19 World Championship? 

 
Let them know how proud you are by emailing 

them at goJTBs@gmail.com 

 
always up to the challenge of getting the crowd 
pumped! Decked out in Maori tattoos and 
traditional New Zealand colours, P� ro’s intense 
passion for the game is matched only by his 
magnetic personality and fair play attitude.  
 
P� ro’s origin is an amalgamation of two of New 
Zealand’s natural features. His Mother Pyro, a 
volcanic fireball from Rangitoto Island, and his 
father Hydro, a water droplet from the cool 
waters of the Hauraki Gulf, are responsible for 
P� ro’s fierce enthusiasm and silky smooth 
moves on the court. 
 
Look out for P� ro during the 2009 FIBA U19 
World Championship and at future events. 

Have you met 
P� ro? 
 
P� ro, the official 
mascot of the 2009 
FIBA U19 World 
Championship, 
epitomises all that 
is good about 
basketball in New 
Zealand. 
A basketball, big 
and strong, P� ro is 
a fun loving, 
patriotic bundle of 
energy who’s  
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 Our final JTB squad at the FIBA U19 World Champions hip 

 
 

Josh Bloxham #4 
 

 
Brook Ruscoe #8 

 

 
 

Sam King #12 
 
 

 
 

Richie Edwards #5 
 

 
 

David Beck #9 
 

 
 

Dion Prewster #13 
 

 
 

Tom Rowe #6 
 

 
 

Morgan Nathan #10 
 

 
 

Riki Buckrell #14 
 

 
 

Logan van Beek #7 
 

 
 

Tipene Friday #11 
 

 
 

Rob Loe #15 
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Kenny McFadden 

Head Coach 

 
Debbie Webb 

Manager 

 
Bryce Ebben 

Physio 

 
Judd Flavell 

Assistant Coach  

 
Deslea Wrathall 

Campaign Director 
 

 
Jozsef Molnar  

Video Technician 

 
Natalie Tong 

Team Coordinator 
 

Congratulations team for your determined 
performances at the world championship. 
You have done New Zealand proud. You 
have demonstrated that you can compete 
with the world’s best. 
 
Thank you to the coaching and management 
staff for all your efforts, ensuring our boys 
were fully prepared to take the court. 
 
Well done to all involved. 

Coaching and team staff of the Junior Tall Blacks 
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National Basketball League Review 
 
Tall Blacks captain Pero Cameron now stands 
alone in National Basketball League history. 
With the Waikato Pistons finishing off the ecogise 
Nelson Giants in a two-game sweep in the 2009 
NBL Finals, claiming back-to-back titles, Cameron 
became the first player to win nine championship 
medals. 

 

 
 
Big PC, who had six points, four assists and three 
rebounds in an 81-69 game one win in Nelson and 
six points, four rebounds, four assists and two 
steals in the 94-84 game two victory on Thursday 
night, broke a tie with former team-mates Dillon 
Boucher and Prem Krishna, who now sit in second 
with eight NBL titles. 
 
Pistons American shooting guard Justin Bailey, 
who exploded for 32 points on 14-of-18 shooting 
in game two, won the NBL Finals MVP award, 
capping a great year for the Pistons, who won for 
the fourth time in nine years. 
 
Along with winning the regular season title, the 
fourth in club history, Pistons players, coaches 
and administrators claimed five NBL awards. 
In his first year, Tom Abercrombie won the most 
outstanding forward, most outstanding New 
Zealand forward and rookie of the year awards, 
while coach Dean Vickerman earned coach of the 
year and Ange Agnew administrator of the year. 
 
Abercrombie and American forward Adam 
Ballinger were also named to the NBL All-Star 
Five, joining league MVP Phill Jones, of the 
Nelson Giants, Wellington Saints guard Mike 
Efevberha and Christchurch Cougars centre Tim  

Behrendorff. 
 
Jones, who also claimed the most outstanding 
New Zealand guard honour, won the MVP award 
for the first time in his career, becoming the 
second Giant to win, after American Josh Pace 
won in 2007. 
 
It was the fifth time in his career Jones was named 
to the All-Star Five but first since 2001. His other 
selections came in 1996, 1998, 1999 and 2001. 
 
Efevberha, who averaged 27.8 points per game, 
won the scoring title, while Christchurch Cougars 
point guard Paul Henare won the assists crown for 
the fifth time in his career, dropping 6.5 per game, 
and Manawatu Jets import forward Jamil Terrell 
was the season’s leading rebounder, corralling 
10.3 boards a contest. 
 
2009 NZCT National Basketball League Awards 

 
Champions 
 Waikato Pistons 
 
Most Valuable Player 
 Phill Jones (ecogise Nelson Giants) 
 
Regular Season Winners 
Waikato Pistons 
 
Keith Carr Trophy - Most Outstanding Guard 
Mike Efevberha (Century City Saints) 
 
John Macdonald Trophy - Most Outstanding NZ 
Guard 
Phill Jones (ecogise Nelson Giants) 
 
Commissioners Cup - Most Outstanding Forward 
Thomas Abercrombie (Waikato Pistons) 
 
Stan Hill Trophy - Most Outstanding NZ 
Foward/Center 
Thomas Abercrombie (Waikato Pistons) 
 

Pero Cameron: 
 
Waikato Piston 
and Tall Black 
captain 
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Garry Pettis Memorial Trophy - Leading Individual 
Rebounder  
Jamil Terrell (10.3 Per Game) (McDonalds 
Manawatu Jets) 
 
Dave Taylor Trophy - Leading Assists: Paul 
Henare (6.5 Per Game) (Bartercard Christchurch 
Cougars) 
 
Leading Scorer 
 Mike Efevberha (27.8 Points per game) (Century 
Wellington Saints) 
 
All-Star Five 
 Mike Efevberha, Phill Jones, Thomas 
Abercrombie, Adam Ballinger, Tim Behrendorff 
 
Rookie of the Year 
Thomas Abercrombie (Waikato Pistons) 
 
Coach of the Year 
Dean Vickerman (Waikato Pistons) 
 
Administrator of the Year 
Ange Agnew (Waikato Pistons) 
 
Media Award 
Geoff Longley (The Press) 
 

 
 

Congratulations Waikato Pistons for 
winning the 2009 National Basketball 

League! 

What Now TV 
 
What Now, TV2’s iconic Sunday morning 
children’s show that has been screening for 28 
years, is on the look out for more items to 
showcase on the show’s Push Play Sports 
Calendar. 
 
A regular segment on the show is the Sparc Push 
Play Sports Calendar, a short three-minute piece 
profiling stories of youth achievement and 
participation in a range of sports across Aotearoa. 
Each week, there is up to four 30-second snippets 
broadcast on the Sports Calendar, normally with 
video footage of the event and accompanied with 
a voiceover by one of our presenters. 
 
Please email researcher Josh Wolfe at 
josh@whitebait-tv.com with details of your 
event/team/sport/child and tell him why you think 
they are special. From there, we would require 
some footage (no more than five minutes) of the 
kids in action in their chosen sport or activity that 
could be edited. Footage does not have to be high 
quality (handicam footage is fine) but please 
check DVDs and mini-DV tapes to ensure they are 
able to be played before sending them in. 
This is a great opportunity to promote your sport 
and events and also giving your kids a chance to 
shine. Please forward this to any regional sports 
organisations, clubs, schools, coordinators and 
parents. 
 

Josh Wolfe 
What Now Researcher 
josh@whitebait-tv.com 
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