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Hi all,

The world’s best young basketball stars have come,
conquered, and shined. The ninth FIBA U19 World
Championship has been run and won, and the USA
have claimed the gold medal for the first time since
1991. The 2009 FIBA U19 World Championship in
Auckland, New Zealand has come to an end, with the
USA, Greece and Croatia the medallists. As a zone,
the Americas were the big winners with four teams in
the top seven.

We hope you managed to get to this event or
watched the coverage on TV. The Junior Tall Blacks
have show-cased their talent on the world stage and
the world has now seen that New Zealand can host a
world-class basketball event.

With all the excitement from the FIBA U19 World
Championship over, it is now time to focus on
upcoming tournaments for U13, U15 and secondary
school premierships in August in preparation for
nationals in September and October. The FIBA
Oceania Championships are not far away either with
upcoming Tall Blacks and Tall Ferns games in late
August.

Associations, please make sure you keep your FIBA
Organizer up to date and if you need any technical
advice, please contact Sporting Pulse on 0800 808
202 and ask for Matt Cowling. Also, please emalil
Roslyn if you have any contact detail updates for
your association at roslyn@basketball.org.nz. You
can check what details we have for your association
on our website at www.basketball.org.nz/local-
associations. We have had a few complaints from
associations not receiving information from BBNZ but
that may be because we have not been informed of
changes.

The FIBA U19 World Championship has shown the
importance of volunteers and how they can make
such a difference to running an event. If you have
volunteers in your association, make sure you look
after them and make their experience worthwhile.
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If you would like to know more about recruiting and
maintaining volunteers, visit the Volunteering New
Zealand website http://www.volunteeringnz.org.nz.
With the large numbers of volunteers that
participated in the FIBA U19 World Championship, |
hope the Auckland region will utilise this new
volunteer base and take the opportunity to create
more networks of people that can bring fresh ideas
to their association.

We are now into the second half of the year. Please
look after yourselves and good luck in any upcoming
tournaments. Hopefully we will see some of you at
the upcoming Tall Blacks and Tall Ferns games.

All the best
Glenda
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Red, White & Blue Golden

Congratulations to Team USA for winning gold at the
FIBA U19 World Championship. It has been eight years
since they had last won gold in 1991. The US faced a
tough battle in the gold medal game, but survived a
second half comeback from Greece to record an 88-80
victory, after leading 46-30 at half time.

As with the USA’s semifinal, they could not match their
opponents after halftime, as Greece won the third quarter
21-14. They could have been much closer after missing
seven free throws in the period. A spectacular alley-oop
finish from Arnett Moultrie capped a 5-0 USA run in the
first 74 seconds of the final period to extend the lead to
14, and although Greece challenged on numerous
occasions and closed to eight points with 7:51 to play,
the USA had the answers. When Klay Thompson and
Ashton Gibbs hit back-to-back triples the lead was 73-61
and the gold medal decided.

Leading  scorers
for the USA were
Tyshawn  Taylor
(18  points, 6
assists, 5 steals),
Gibbs (13 points),
Thompson (10
points, 3 blocks)
and Moultrie

(10 points, 9 rebounds). For Greece, Kostas Sloukas (17
points, 4 assists, 4 steals), Nikolaos Pappas (16 points),
Leonidas Kaselakis (15 points, 6 rebounds) and Kostas
Papanikolaou (12 points, 5 rebounds) all tried gallantly.

It is the USA'’s fourth triumph at the FIBA U19 World
Championship, while for Greece, their silver medal joins
the gold they won in 1995 in Athens, and the bronze
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9 FIBA U19 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

they secured in Thessaloniki in 2003. This year USA
and Greece were joined on the podium by bronze

medalist Croatia.

Final: USA 88, Greece 80
USA: T. Taylor (18 pts), A. Moultrie (9 rbs), T. Taylor (6
ast). Greece: K. Sloukas (17 pts), L. Kaselakis (6 rbs),

K. Sloukas (4 ast)

3"4th Playoff: Croatia 87, Australian 81
Croatia: M. Delas (28 pts), T. Prostran (7 rbs),

T. Prostran (4 ast). Australia: M. Young (15 pts),
R. Broekhoff (7 rbs), M. Dellavedova (4 ast)

Ranking of the teams
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All -Star Five and MVP

Players from medalists USA, Greece and Croatia formed
the tournament’s All-Star Five. The All-Star Five team
picked from the FIBA U19 World Championship were
Toni Prostran (Croatia), Nikolaos Pappas (Greece),
Tyshawn Taylor (USA), Gordon Hayward (USA) and
Mario Delas (Croatia).
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Tournament MVP was awarded to 208cm forward Mario
Delas of Croatia (in picture above). Delas averaged 20
points and seven rebounds per game, shooting the ball
at 57.9% from the field. In the bronze medal playoff,
Delas scored 24 of his 28 points after halftime as his
team held off a desperate Australia. Delas provided a
vital contribution to his team throughout the tournament
and especially during the semifinal.

Further congratulations to New Zealand Junior Tall
Blacks Rob Loe and Brook Ruscoe for ranking in the top-
10 points scorers at the championship.

Croatia’s Mario Delas and Toni Prostan were also among
the top-10 scorers.

Another big thank you goes out to the 300 vol
to remember. Our extended thanks also goes out to D
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unteers that gave their time and effort to make thi
ave Mee and the team from SMC Events for their grea t
work organising the 2009 FIBA U19 Championship for

Leading points scorers at the 2009 FIBA U19 World
Championship

Player name (I0C) GP MPG PPG PTS

1. Michael ROSARIO (PUR) 9 29.2 24 216
2. Mario DELAS (CRO) 9 306 20 180
3. Alexandr TYUTYUNIK (KAZ) 8 319 19.4 155
4. %(EGW 8 31 19 152
5. Rob LOE (NZL) 4 308 188 75
6. Toni PROSTRAN (CRO) 9 351 17.8 160
7. Donatas MOTIEJUNAS (LTU) 6 27.8 17.3 104
8. Arsalan KAZEMI (IRI) 5 34.4 16.6 83
9. Mangisto AROP (CAN) 9 27.7 16.2 146
10. Brook RUSCOE (NZL) 5 30 16.2 81

A VERY BIG THANK YOU

Basketball New Zealand would like to thank and
applaud everyone involved with the 2009 FIBA U19
World Championship. A special thank you for all their
support goes out to:

FIBA Global Partners: Molten, Mondo and Zepter

FIBA Main Sponsor: adidas

FIBA Staff: Predrag Bogosavljev, Lubomir Kotleba,
Stephanie Mignot, Ana Brito, Wolfram Klug, Marcos
Beltra, Florian Wanninger & Nicolas Chapart

FIBA Central Board Member: Barbara Wheadon

Event Sponsors: Mayor Andrew Williams and the North
Shore City Council, Mayor John Banks and the
Auckland City Council, Tourism Auckland, NZ Major
Events, Sparc and Sky City Hotel

LOC Board Members: Patrick Dougherty, Peter Cox,
Burton Shipley and Michael Thomas

Trusts: Four Winds Trust, Lion Foundation and
Southern Trust
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FIBA U19 World Championship Local

Organising Committee Legacy Report
By Barbara Wheadon, NZ Basketball Foundation

The school programmes was a highlight of the FIBA
U19 World Championship and brought close to 8000
kids to the tournament on the first two days. The two
school initiatives - ‘Adopt a Team’, where 15 schools
adopted a visiting team, and ‘Bring Your School to the
World Champs’, organised by the Auckland City and
North Shore City councils, in conjunction with the local
organising committee — were a big success.

This was a
feature of
the
tournament
for players,
who loved
the various
schools
supporting

their team, and the school children, who were
exposed to a major event and the sport of basketball.
It was great to see the effort the schools went to in
making banners, painting faces and cheering wildly.
We also had over 30 holiday programmes attend the
tournament during the second round games from July
6-8, bringing close to 1750 kids. Many holiday
programmes made banners, did cheerleading at the
breaks and certainly chanted throughout the games
and had a great time.

The welcome reception was held on Tuesday, June 30,

featuring visiting
teams and delegates,
a powhiri from the
Ngati Whatau iwi and
speeches from FIBA
Sports Director Lubo
Kotleba,  Auckland
City Deputy Mayor
David Hay, BBNZ Vice President Mel Young and
Junior Tall Blacks captain Dion Prewster.
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The 'Captains' Call' media conference went extremely
well, with approximately 30 media members attending
at the Maritime Museum on Wednesday, July 1.
Interviews took place in the Maritime Museum, before
the captains came down to the Viaduct for a photo
opportunity and interviews in front of the Harbour.

The opening ceremony took place prior to New
Zealand's first game against Argentina on Thursday,

July 2.1t featured a

variety of cultural
performances from
top young Maori,

Cook Island, Tongan
and Samoan, and
speeches from New
Zealand prime
minister John Kev.

North Shore City mayor Andrew Williams and FIBA
president Bob Elphinston.

The presentation of a
Maori  feather  cloak
(Korowai) to Bob
Elphinston was a big
highlight of the official
dinner, held at the
Floating Pavilion Sunday,
July 5. The dinner
included speeches by
Bob Elphinston, Auckland
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Mayor John Banks and BBNZ president John Gallaher.

The official mascot, Poro,
entertained the crowds throughout
the tournament, especially during
the schools and holiday
programmes, while a variety of
quarter-time entertainment included
dance groups, singers, kids relays
and dance-offs. A highlight was the
various dance groups that performed
during halftime, many from the
“Bring it On” secondary schools hip hop competition.

Media coverage of the FIBA U19 World Championship
was exceptional. Coverage included a story on Campbell
Live, numerous stories on TV One and TV3 sports news
bulletins and extensive coverage in newspapers and
radio around the country. This included a front-page
story in the NZ Herald before the tournament and a
three-page feature in the Herald's SuperSport pull-out

during the tournament.

Two projects —

Try Basketball

and the

Memorabilia

Project - started

during the championship
will continue to develop
New Zealand basketball.
Over 3000 children, in
one way or another,
bounced a ball or shot
a hoop during the five
days of the Try
Basketball programme,
conducted in the car
park of the North Shore
Events Centre.

Coaches Colin Driscoll and Aik Ho were fabulous and
were well assisted by Glenda Rodger and Roslyn Hart,

from Basketball New Zealand.

Memorabilia displays prepared by visiting archivist
Glenda Taylor, BBNZ and the New Zealand
Basketball Foundation proved a big hit with young
and old. Displaying photos and captions from 1924 to
2009, they represent the start of the Foundation’s
plan to establish a Hall of Fame for basketball.

And finally, a
very big
thank you to
the many
volunteers
during the
championship.
Without them
the
tournament
would

not have existed. We hope you took home a lot of
memories and ideas which you can use to grow and
enhance the game in your local communities. FIBA
were very pleased with the effort of the volunteers,
sports director Lubo Kotleba described them as the
“best ever volunteers”, while secretary general
Patrick Baumann said: “It was organised in a perfect
way and it certainly lifted our event a notch in the
sporting world”.
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Four Debutants for Tall Blacks

Four debutants highlight the New Zealand Tall Blacks
team named for the team’s European Tour. Junior Tall
Blacks centre Rob Loe, 2.11m, has made the
immediate step-up to senior basketball with selection
alongside fellow first-year players, Bay Hawks point
guard Jarrod Kenny, Wellington Saints forward Leon
Henry and Waikato Pistons swingman Tom
Abercrombie.

Loe, who averaged 18.8 points, 7.0 rebounds and 2.5
assists in four games for the Junior Tall Blacks at the
FIBA U19 World Championship in Auckland last week,
will become one of the youngest Tall Blacks ever at 17.
Kenny, who made his way into the extended squad
after team-mate Jeremy Kench withdrew, has forced
his way in, while Henry and Abercrombie come in on
the back of their performances in the National
Basketball League, where Abercrombie was Rookie of
the Year.

Shooting guard Kirk Penney, who did not attend the
team’s camp at the Millennium Institute this week but
will join the team en route, is the most experienced in
the team with 94 internationals. Pero Cameron, the Tall
Blacks captain since 2000, has an ankle injury and was
not considered for selection on the European tour,
while Craig Bradshaw will also not tour as he trials for a
professional contract. Cameron and Bradshaw could
both return for the two-game FIBA Oceania
Championship in August.

Along with Penney, forward Mika Vukona, Wellington
Saints point guard Lindsay Tait and Auckland Stars
forward Casey Frank form the experienced core, while
returning from last year’s team is Harbour Heat guard
Corey Webster, Waikato Pistons centre Alex Pledger
and guard Michael Fitchett.

Jeremiah Trueman makes his return to the Tall Blacks
fold after three years away. Trueman made his Tall
Blacks debut in 2006 but has been out of the
programme since while attending San Diego Christian
College and University of Alaska-Anchorage. He
returned to New Zealand and signed with the NZ
Breakers last month.

New Zealand Tall Blacks

Tom Abercrombie (NZ Breakers) — DEBUT
Michael Fitchett (Waikato Pistons) — 2007 (17)
Casey Frank (Auckland Stars) — 2005 (50)
Leon Henry (Wellington Saints) — DEBUT
Jarrod Kenny (Bay Hawks) — DEBUT

Rob Loe (Westlake Boys High) — DEBUT
Kirk Penney (NZ Breakers) — 1999 (94)

Alex Pledger (NZ Breakers) — 2008 (5)
Lindsay Tait (Wellington Saints) — 2003 (54)
Jeremiah Trueman (NZ Breakers) — 2006 (2)
Mika Vukona (Gold Coast Blaze) — 2005 (54)
Corey Webster (NZ Breakers) — 2008 (8)

Staff

Head coach: Nenad Vucinic
Assistant coach: Chris Tupu
Video technician: Dillon Boucher
Manager: Grant Chapman
Physio: Bryce Ebben

Doctor: Peter Burt

Tall Blacks Touring Schedule

Estonia Thursday, July 23
Estonia 58 (Tanel Sokk 16, Joosep Toome 14) NZ
49 (Kirk Penney 23)

Estonia Friday, July 24
Estonia 57 (Tanel Tein 11) NZ 54 (Kirk Penney 17,
Tom Abercrombie 11)

Italy (Trentino Cup, Trento) Sunday, July 26
NZ 98 (Kirk Penney 35, Tom Abercrombie 13, Alex
Pledger 10, Michael Fitchett 10) Portugal 91 (Carlos
Andrade 18, Rui Mota 15)

Italy Monday, July 27
Italy 88 (Marco Belinelli 20, Valerio Amoroso 16,
Luca Garri 11, Guiseppe Poeta 10) NZ 70 (Kirk
Penney 28, Lindsay Tait 10)

Italy Tuesday, July 28
Canada 90 (Andy Rautins 20, Levon Kendall 15,
Jermaine Anderson 11, Tyler Kepkay 10) NZ 68 (Kirk
Penney 14, Tom Abercrombie 12)

Belgium Thursday, July 30
Belgium 98, NZ 76 (Kirk Penney 28, Tom
Abercrombie 11)
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Belgium Friday, July 31
Nz 83 (Kirk Penney 22, Mika Vukona 16, Leon
Henry 13) Belgium 81 (Sam van Rossum 16, DJ
Mbenga 15, Jeff van der Jonckheyd 11, Yannick
Driesen 10)

Finland Monday, August 3
Finland 102, NZ 91 (Kirk Penney 32, Alex
Pledger 14, Lindsay Tait 11)

FIBA Oceania Championship for Men
Sunday, August 23
Tall Blacks vs Australia Boomers, Sydney
Olympic Park Sports Centre, Sydney

Tuesday, August 25
Tall Blacks vs Australia Boomers, TSB Bank
Arena, Wellington

~Ticketing for Oceania Series~
Tickets for the Tall Blacks and Tall Ferns game at the
FIBA Oceania Championships will be on sale from
Monday, August 3.

Tall Blacks tickets will be available through Ticketek
www.ticketek.co.nz
Tall Ferns tickets will be available through Ticket Direct
www.ticketdirect.co.nz

First Tall Blacks Camp an Eye Opener

The New Zealand Tall Blacks camp has been a real
eye opener for the squad’s only true rookie, Brook
Ruscoe. Just over 24 hours into the team’s
preparation camp at the Millennium Institute, the 18-
year-old Junior Tall Black from Porirua was already
feeling the effects of the step-up from junior to senior
hoops.

Actually it only took the opening session with strength
and conditioning coach Claire Dallison on Tuesday
afternoon for Ruscoe — and the rest of the Tall Blacks
— to feel it. “| was knackered,” Ruscoe said. “They put
us through a pretty tough one and then with the
shooting drills at the beginning. | was dead had it, |
was stuffed. “This is, from the training point of view,

another five levels up from what I'm used to. Just the
intensity and the speed that it all happens at and how
fast you've got to pick everything up at, is just a
higher level.”

Ruscoe, who averaged 16.2 points per game for New
Zealand at the FIBA U19 World Championship,
putting him in the top-10, was one of three JTBs
invited into Tall Blacks camp, along with 2.11m
centre Rob Loe and captain Dion Prewster, who did
not attend after falling ill. “Even being with the Junior
Tall Blacks, it doesn’t even compare to these guys,
just the pace everything moves at. It's hard but it's a
good experience,” Ruscoe said. “I've really enjoyed it
so far and I'm just trying to learn as much as | can.”

Loe, 17, was first invited to a Tall Blacks camp in
2006 as a 14-year-old and this is the North Harbour
17-year-old’s third time with the senior national team,
although he is yet to be selected. Loe, who went for
18.8 points, 7.0 rebounds and 2.5 assists per game
for the JTBs, had the fifth-best scoring average and
second-best field goal percentage of 59.5 percent,
behind only Australia’s Brock Motum.

Despite being in game shape after the JTBs four-
week residential programme and U19 World
Championship, Loe said the step-up to senior
international level still took getting used to. “It is still a
big shock,” Loe said. “It's how mentally switched on
you have to be. There’s no slowing

down, you have to be ready, everything is done at a
fast pace.” At the FIBA tournament, Loe strained his
right Achilles in the opening game against Argentina,
missing the following night's game against Croatia,
and the injury continues to give him some discomfort.
“The Achilles has been worse the last few days but
you keep playing and pushing through it and hope
that the physio can do a good job, work his magic.”

Ruscoe and Loe have been battling over the last two
days to be named among the 12 players for the Tall
Blacks eight-games-in-12-days tour of Europe, which
includes two games against Estonia and Belgium and
one each against Italy, Portugal, Canada and
Finland.
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Grant reflects on the JTB campaign
Hi all,

| just wanted to take an opportunity to say thanks to
everyone who contributed to the Junior Tall Blacks
programme in the past 12 months.

During the FIBA U19 World Championship, the feedback
| was getting from my international contacts was full of
praise, not just for how the tournament was run, but also
for the showing of the JTBs. | think their performances
against Argentina and Croatia, particularly, really opened
some eyes around the world and everyone now sees our
juniors can compete internationally if they're given the
chance. We should all — players, coaches and
administrators — take some self-belief from that.

The players will be bitterly disappointed in how they
ended up and that is also a good thing, because it means
they now realise they are better than their placing
indicates.

They now know, at this level, they can't let opportunities
slide by and they also have to bring their “A” game every
night ... that is part of international basketball. Also, |
think this event has put a little skip into the step of local
basketball people who had a chance to experience it first
hand and hopefully opened the eyes of first-time visitors
to the sport. When we talk about legacy programmes,
these are probably the most valuable things we can take
out of this tournament.

| think everyone involved should all take some pride in
your own performances too, but not too much, because
now the challenge is building on it ...

Thanks all,

Grant Chapman
National Teams General Manager

Harbour Win at WBC

The venue changed but little else did as the Harbour
Breeze repeated as champions at the second
tournament of the Women’s Basketball Championship
on July 25. Even without Tall Ferns forward Charmian
Purcell, who was ruled out after breaking her nose,
Harbour rolled to the Dunedin Tournament title with a
58-46 win over the Taranaki Trojans at The Edgar
Centre.

Former Tall Fern Karlene Kingi was the star on the final
day for the Breeze, with a pair of 20-point games. Kingi
was one of three double-digit scorers as Harbour put
away the Trojans with a 19-8 third quarter. Another
former Tall Fern, Jodi Tini, had 12 points and Emerging
Tall Fern Chelsea Terei finished with 11, while Amber
Bellringer led Taranaki with 14 points. Kingi also had
20 points as Harbour advanced to a second straight
WBC final with a 63-51 win over the Waikato Wizards
in the morning. The Trojans got by the host Otago Gold
Rush 83-64 thanks to 25 points from Bellringer and 24
points from Emerging Tall Fern Zoe Kensington.

The Breeze, Canterbury Wildcats, Gold Rush, Wizards
and Trojans will battle it out for the title at the final
tournament of the Women’s Basketball Championship
next month. The five teams will make up the
championship section for the three-day tournament at
Wellington’s Southwest Stadium from August 20-22,
culminating the inaugural three-tournament WBC.

The Breeze, back-to-back tournament winners in
Harbour in June and Dunedin last weekend, topped the
standings with the maximum 40 points after the first
two tournaments, with a clear gap back to second. The
Wildcats, after third and fifth-place finishes, head up
the logjam behind Harbour on 28 points, the next five
teams separated by six points. The Gold Rush and
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Wizards sit on 26 points, while the Trojans snuck into
the top-five on 24, ahead of the Wellington Swish on
22.

Taranaki were a long-shot to make the championship
section before the Dunedin tournament but a second-
place finish, coupled with the Swish’s poor seventh-
place performance, saw them leap three teams in the
standings.

The Swish will compete with beaten Harbour finalists,
the Waikato Cougars, NZ Academy, GABBA Gators
and Hutt Valley in the plate section in Wellington, with
the first-placed team meeting the fifth-placed
championship section team for the plate title.

Emerging Junior Teams Named

Basketball New Zealand has confirmed its Emerging
Junior Tall Blacks and Emerging Junior Tall Ferns
teams to contest the FIBA Oceania U16
Championships in August.

Three members of the New Zealand U18 team at the
Australian Youth Olympic Festival - James Ashby,
Michael Karena and Kirk Rangiawha - highlight the
boys team, coached by Waikato’s Doug Courtney.

Steven Adams, MVP as he led Wellington to the title at
the BBNZ U17 National Championships in early June,
has been added to the squad of 12 that also includes
U17 tournament team selections Ashby, Karena, Tim
Wyatt, Alonzo Burton and Tom Ingham.

Girls U17 MVP Josie Stockill, of Hawke’s Bay, joins
Waikato’s Georgia Agnew and Counties Manukau’'s
Aleesha Coulter as tournament team selections in the
Emerging Junior Tall Ferns, coached by Rotorua’s Sue
Pene.

The Emerging Junior Tall Blacks and Tall Ferns will
both face Australia in a three-game series in Brisbane
from August 20-22 to decide the Oceania zone’s
representative at the FIBA U17 World Championships
next year.

FIBA Oceania U17 Championships
August 20-22, Brisbane

Emerging Junior Tall Blacks
Steven Adams (Wellington), James Ashby (West
Auckland), Alonzo Burton (Hawke’s Bay), Tamaki
Courtney (Waikato), Magnus Holding (North Harbour),
Thomas Ingham (Nelson), Michael Karena (Nelson),
Jordan Ngatai (Porirua), Te Aro Pairama-Lewington
(Wellington), Kirk Rangiawha (Waikato), Clayton Rosa
(Knox Basketball, Australia), Tim Wyatt (North Harbour)

Head coach: Doug Courtney
Assistant coach: Colin Driscoll
Manager: Shona Miller
Physio: Sharon Choie

Emerging Junior Tall Ferns

Georgia Agnew (Waikato), Aleesha Coulter (Counties
Manukau), Megan Craig (Whangarei), Penina Davidson

(Waitakere), Dallas Frederikson (South Canterbury),

Jordan Hiha (Hawke’s Bay), Renee Johnson (Otago),

Alicia McEwen (Palmerston North), Rhaiah Spooner-
Knight (Waikato), Josie Stockill (Hawke’s Bay), Faustina

Tuala (Waitakere), Hana Wilkinson (Nelson)

Head coach: Sue Pene
Assistant coach: Shane Brown
Manager: Robyn Ruka
Physio: Sharon Choie

Junior Development — Upcoming Dates

Cluster Camp #3 (for invited U15s and U13s):
registration due Monday, August 10, 2009. Camp
held Saturday, August 22 or Sunday, 23 August.
Regional Camp #3: Friday, October 30-Sunday,
November 1, 2009*

Koru Camp: November 6-8, 2009*

Koru Tour: Wednesday January 13- Sunday
January 24, 2010

* Registration dates to be confirmed
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Basketball History Reflections

The BBNZ Legacy Project is well under way, with a good
start made during June and July. | want to thank all those
who made this project happen. The idea initially came
from Hilary Carr, vice president of the BBNZ Foundation,
who has all her father’'s memorabilia and photos. We met
playing at the World Masters Games in Edmonton,
Canada, in June 2005. | too had many photos and
memorabilia, which | am sure my family will not want to
inherit. Knowing that | had time, during my three-month
vacation from Longwood University, Virginia, and had an
interest in historical research, Barbara Wheadon,
president of the BBNZ Foundation, put the finishing
touches to the logistics of the research.

In true Kiwi fashion, | became a “jack of all trades” at the
FIBA U19 World Championship - culinary skills honed,
through making, tasting, and helping Agnes Rountree, of
North Harbour, with her catering enterprise at the VIP
lounge; laughing at night over the day’s trials and
tribulations, meeting and greeting, making 12 dozen
savories with Glennis (Agnes’ daughter) and a wine or
two. I am now a well-rounded individual, pardon the pun.

Over the past six weeks | have spent traveling to
Dunedin, Greymouth, been in contact with former players
in Nelson, interviewed a number of our early
basketballers, administrators and referees in Wellington
and Hutt Valley, contacted Wairarapa, and spent many
an hour scanning photos from the 40s through to year
2000 at the BBNZ office. The staff there has been very
accommodating and friendly, given their busy schedule
putting the finishing details to the FIBA U19 World
Championship. | then spent two fascinating weeks in
Auckland at the tournament, ensconced in VIP lounge,
and smiling every time | came across one of our
esteemed “oldies”. The more we spoke the more we
remembered. Of course there were some gaps, as we
are talking primarily 40-50 years past.

Ross Williams provided some fantastic material of which
| have copied the 1962-1973 and 1974-80s Auckland
material. We now have valuable resources regarding the
early national women’s indoor basketball tournaments
held throughout the country.

I met with Colin Agnew, of Hamilton, at the
championship and we spoke and decided it would be
feasible to peruse some of his resources. Colin is
writing a book on Hamilton basketball, and its pioneer
days, of which | got a glimpse. It is most interesting
and has some fantastic photos. | managed to fill in
the gaps in our material as Colin had many photos,
programs, and resources from the 40s through 60s. |
taped the discussion and will go back to the US
having to transcribe these.
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Dunedin too was interesting, as David Rout and wife,
Becky had arranged for me to meet with Aileen
Solomon, John Paul, Lois Muir, and Joyce Johnson.
The outcome of that meeting was the kindness of
Lois Muir, allowing me to copy her 1958 Australian
Tour material (the first women’s overseas trip), and
Joyce Johnson, a referee, and John Paul, a coach,
allowing me their resources. Aileen and | had shared
memories of the Canadian World Masters Games
2005, and the 50s and 60s as players.

My stay with Bill Kennedy was just as memorable.
West Coast you are lucky Bill has already completed
your history to date, what marvelous dedication.
Wellington and Hutt Valley has a long history, only
taped through Cedric and Jesse Cudby; my old
Wellington manager referee, selector, and friend,
Naomi Coulston, 80 years young gave me photos of
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Hutt Valley women from 1949. | could have spent days
with this group.

| have only scratched the surface, however, laid the
foundation for an on-going history. Before much more is
lost, we as individuals or in our associations need to
collect memorabilia, and interview people involved in our
passion for basketball. Putting this off, creates a void, as
Basketball New Zealand found out, when they lost much
of their material in the fire at Christchurch during the
early 80s. Otago had theirs destroyed by water and
some have had their personal material damaged or
thrown away thinking it has no value. We are still
collecting material, Hilary Carr will take all that is offered
and is willing to help getting it scanned and/or copied.
The originals will be returned upon your request.

You may contact me via email at farm1253@yahoo.com
for any information or ideas about collecting and
depositing the material. We appreciate all, whether small
or large amounts. In the future, all this material will be
deposited in BBNZ's own repository, and/or Hall of
Fame, a very worthwhile vision.

As | leave you | honestly can say | renewed my spiritual
roots, made many new friends, connected with old ones,
thought of those who have departed, and particularly
those who made me more disciplined, committed and
passionate about basketball.

Regards, Glenda Taylor
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NEEDED: Basketball Referees

The 2009 Sydney World Masters Games are coming to
town from October 10-18. The World Masters

Games are the world’s largest participatory multi-sport
event. With that comes the need for many volunteers
and officials. In addition to meeting some wonderful
people from all parts of the world, referees will receive
a game payment of

- $50.00 for premier grade

- $40.00 for competitive grade

- $30.00 for social grade

- And a World Masters Games Officials Shirt.

If you are over 18 and interested in taking part in the
2009 Sydney World Masters Games please send your
details (name, email, contact number and referee
grade/badge level) by fax to 61 8765 8588 or email
debbie keirs@nswbasketball.net.au.

Date and Time: Saturday, September, 2009

Venue: Pettigrew.Green Arena, Taradale, Napier
Sports Fee: $100 per team with as many players as
you require. To register or to learn more information:

Phone: 021 243 9010 or (06) 845 3050
Email: gamesnz@xtra.co.nz
Log on to: www.hbmg.co.nz




