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Hi from the Front Desk!  
 
May saw our first set of cluster camps being held 
around New Zealand as part of our Junior 
Programme. Well done to over the 250 participants 
and congratulations to all athletes that have been 
selected to attend the next set of cluster camps. 
These cluster camps are the beginning of the 2011 
Koru team selection. The final selections are made 
for each age group at their Cluster Camp 2. 
 
We have received some really exciting news this 
month with our Junior Tall Blacks Chris Duthie and 
Jordan Ngatai selected to attend the prestigious 
FIBA Basketball Without Borders camp in Singapore 
late June. In our last newsletter I talked about the 
importance of sending our junior athletes overseas 
to compete internationally as part of our junior 
development programme. It was Chris and Jordan’s 
top efforts at the recent Albert Schweitzer 
Tournament in Germany that got them selected for 
this camp. We are so thrilled they have been given 
this opportunity. Please read page two of this 
newsletter to learn more.  
 
We must also pass on congratulations to our top 
referees who are also excelling internationally. Our 
very own Tim Brown and Gavin Zimmerman have 
recently received top refereeing honors. We have 
full detail on page three of this newsletter.  
 
A few staff changes have been made in the office 
this month. Jemma Prescott who was our Coach 
and Player Development Administrator has left her 
position and Jaimie Hefelfinger our Executive 
Assistant has left to return back home to America. 
We will miss both Jaimie and Jemma but we are 
also excited to welcome Peter Kadar who is 
assisting us on an internship and Melinda Hodgson 
who has taken over from Jaimie.  
 
There are only three more rounds left in the NBL 
until the playoffs start. I have enjoyed watching the 
games and following the season. With not many  
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games left I hope you are getting down to the courts 
and supporting your team on game night!  
 
Upcoming this weekend are the U17 Nationals 
being held in Palmerston North and the U19 
Nationals being held in Wellington. Good luck to all 
the qualifying teams, play hard but play fair! 
 
Next month Open Premierships will be held in West 
Auckland, Gisborne, Wellington and Buller.   
 

Wishing you all the best, 
Roslyn 

 
 
 



Basketball Without Borders  
 
Nelson guard Chris Duthie and Porirua forward 
Jordan Ngatai have already learned so much about 
international basketball this year, but their education 
is about to ramp up another level with selection for 
the Basketball Without Borders camp in Singapore, 
June 28-July 1. 
 
About 50 young athletes from across Asia and 
Oceania will attend the event, part of the NBA and 
FIBA’s global development programme that uses 
basketball to create social change in the areas of 
education, health and wellness. NBA players and 
coaches will oversee the camp, which will also 
feature extensive community outreach. 
 
For Duthie (18) and Ngatai (17), it is a prime 
opportunity to build on the lessons learned during 
the Junior Tall Blacks’ visit to Europe for the Albert 
Schweitzer Tournament in Germany last month. 
Duthie was the star performer on that tour, 
averaging 12.2 points, 8.3 rebounds and 2.0 steals 
during the AST, while Ngatai almost led the 
Emerging Junior Tall Blacks to an upset series 
victory over Australia at last year’s FIBA Oceania 
U17 Championships. 
 
“Chris played well against every team at the 
tournament, and worked hard to develop his 
defensive footwork and intensity,” reported JTB 
coach Deslea Wrathall. “He often had to mark the 
top scorer in other teams and did a good job 
defensively to contain them.” 
 
Duthie is still buzzing from the experience. 
“It was great to see and play against some of the 
best basketball teams of my age in the world, being 
able to compare myself with them,” he said. 
“I’m very excited to be invited to Singapore and to 
be coached by NBA players and coaches. 
Opportunities don’t get any better that this.” 
 
Since leaving Waimea College at the end of 2009,  
�

Duthie has enrolled for an engineering degree at 
Canterbury University, and must now achieve a 
balance between basketball and studies. 
 
“In terms of basketball, this year has already been 
very successful and I would wish that to continue,” 
he said, “That means maintaining and improving my 
level, and ensuring I’m in the best physical shape for 
the world championship qualifying series against 
Australia in September.” 
 
Meanwhile, Ngatai has his sights set on a US 
college career and sees BWB as a stepping stone 
towards that goal.  
 
“Jordan learned a lot at the AST and quickly 
adjusted his game to the international style of play,” 
said Wrathall. “As the tournament went on, he had 
longer periods of being able to compete against 
bigger and more fancied forwards.”  
 
Ngatai was speechless at the prospect of an all-
expenses-paid stint in Singapore. “I’ve never done 
anything like this before,” he said. “Hopefully, it will 
teach me heaps more about international basketball 
and make me a better player.” 
 
Players at BWB will be schooled in fundamentals 
and positional development in morning practices, 
then get the chance to scrimmage against each 
other in the evenings. They will be outfitted in Nike 
apparel – practice gear, shoes and socks. 
 
 

  
Pictured left to right: Jordan Ngatai, Chris Duthie 

 
Congratulations Jordan and Chris! 
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Refs Achieve Higher Honours 
 
Tim Brown’s latest refereeing appointment – to the 
FIBA World Championship for Women in the Czech 
Republic – will send him back to the drawing board 
to reconsider his officiating goals. Meanwhile, fellow 
official Gavin Zimmerman will step way outside his 
comfort zone when he appears at the FIBA U18 
European Championship for Men (Division B) in 
Israel, July 22-August 1. 
 
“I was really pleased and excited to receive this 
invitation, and at the same time a little anxious, 
having never traveled further than Australia before.” 
For Brown (32), the world championship marks a 
new pinnacle in a career that has already seen him 
preside at Olympic and WC qualifying events, as 
well as in the Australian NBL.  
 
“This is a huge appointment, not only for me, but 
also for Basketball New Zealand and FIBA 
Oceania,” says Brown. “The appointment to a world 
championship far exceeds goals that I had in 
refereeing, particularly in the short to medium term, 
and I intend to make the most of the opportunity. 
“After the tournament, I will reassess my goals.” 
 
Born across the Tasman, Brown relocated to 
Auckland seven years ago to be with now-wife 
Jaimee, a former referee herself, a move that has 
probably accelerated his promotion through the 
ranks. “People ask me if we would move back to 
Australia, but I am happy and settled in New 
Zealand, and feel privileged to represent New 
Zealand on the world stage,” he says. 
 
“[In Australia], this opportunity would not have been 
available so early on in my international career.” 
Zimmerman’s progress has been less meteoric, but 
includes 12 years in our national league and an 
IWBF badge to referee wheelchair basketball. 
His highest international appointment to date was 
the 2006 Tall Blacks v Qatar home series, but after 
achieving his FIBA license last year, the  
 

Christchurch-based ref took the court for the 
Oceania U17 championships in Brisbane. 
“One of my life goals was to receive my FIBA 
badge,” says Zimmerman (40). “Now that I have my 
badge, I suppose my next goal is to perform and do 
well in Israel, and hope that further appointments 
will follow.” 
 
Basketball New Zealand chief executive Tim 
Hamilton is proud that international recognition of 
NZ basketball does not end with national teams. 
“These appointments are great news for our 
refereeing community and show the pathway for 
young officials, who also dream of performing on the 
world stage some day,” he says. Meanwhile, 
Zimmerman will be in NBL action on Saturday, 
controlling the Christchurch Cougars v fico Nelson 
Giants clash in Christchurch.  
 

 
Congratulations Tim! 



U17 Tournament T-Shirts 
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NZ U19 Championships 
Wellington, June 4-7, 2010 
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Up-Coming Tournaments  
 
NZ U17 Championships  
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Important Tournament Information  
 
Tournaments Requiring Host Associations 
BBNZ is still seeking tournament hosts for the 
following tournaments: 
 
1. Zone One SS Premierships AA/A  
2. NZ SS “A” Championships 
 
If you are a small association wanting to host a 
tournament, there is the option of splitting genders 
(and tournaments A/AA). If BBNZ is not able to 
secure host associations for these tournaments, 
they may not go ahead, and this will impact on 
eligibility and seeding for national championships.  
Please contact the tournament coordinator 
(tournaments@basketball.org.nz) if you would like 
more information about hosting a tournament.  
 
Transfer of Tournament Information 
Associations please ensure that information is 
passed down to your teams. BBNZ has many 
queries from individuals who are not the association 
contact, including coaches and managers. Please 
advise your team management that the first point of 
contact is the association, not BBNZ. 
 
Website 
The BBNZ tournaments section of the website has 
been updated so that information is more 
accessible. All association tournaments are listed 
under the link “Association Reps”. Please refer to 
the BBNZ website in the first instance, as all 
relevant information is readily available. Please 
have a look and get yourself familiar with the new 
layout. If you believe something should be made 
available on the web page, please feel free to 
contact tournaments@basketball.org.nz  with your 
idea/request. 
 
Association Player Transfers 
Any new players transferring from one association 
to another must apply for an Association Player  
 
 

Transfer. Under the BBNZ Internal Regulations; all 
transfers received after the January 31 deadline will 
be processed, BUT please include information 
around delay/lateness to support the transfer 
application. Thank you to those associations who 
are currently working with BBNZ around this 
process. 
 
Amalgamation of Age Group Teams 
Associations wishing to merge with another 
association must submit an application before the 
first closing date of that tournament. Please find 
below the rules and regulations regarding the 
application: 
 

F1.11 The Board of BBNZ reserves the right 
to consider written submissions from 
affiliated associations requesting 
amalgamation of age group teams for BBNZ 
tournaments. Each submission will be 
judged on its merits. 

 
Sporting Pulse 
All BBNZ tournaments have been created and are 
available for associations to enter their teams 
online. There are now fields to enter names of your 
team management (coach, assistant coach and 
manager) and nominated referee. 
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Updated Tournament Calendar & Due Dates 
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NZ U21 Championship Results 
Nelson, May 6-9, 2010 
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Congratulations to all! 
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Congratulations – Officials Appointed 
for U17 and U19 Nationals 
 
BBNZ would like to advise associations and the 
wider basketball community of the officials 
appointed to the U17 nationals in Palmerston North 
and U19 nationals in Wellington. 
 
The referee panels have a good mixture of young 
referees and more experienced referees, with strong 
representation from North Canterbury, Waikato, and 
Wellington associations.  
 
Congratulations to those associations whose 
referees are recognized as competent to officiate at 
this level of competitions. 
 
The referee panels are being coordinated by Matt 
Cursons (matt@basketball.org.nz) for the U17s and 
James Campion (james@basketball.org.nz) for the 
U19s. 
 
U17 Nationals  
 
Technical Commissioner : Peter Rodgers 
 
Referee Manager and Regional Referee Officer :  
Matt Cursons 
 
Referee Coaches and Evaluators: Wayne Start 
(Hawke’s Bay), Kieran Udy (Wanganui) and Jilly 
Harris (Counties Manukau) 
 
Referees 
Auckland – Matt Williams 
Lake Taupo – Devina Banks 
Marlborough – Ollie Baker 
Nelson – Sam Bigwood 
North Canterbury – Luke Hawkins-Belliss 
North Canterbury – Mitchell Howie 
North Canterbury – Sam Dixon 
North Canterbury – Tim Jacomb 
North Canterbury – Todd Graham 
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North Canterbury – Zac Norriss 
Palmerston North [Wairarapa] – Gareth Teahan 
Rotorua – Te Reweti Graham 
South Canterbury – Kathryn Richards 
Tauranga – Cliff Horne 
Tauranga – Luana Winitana 
Thames Valley – Steve Temoananui 
Waikato – Arama Koopu 
Waikato – Daniel Ford 
Waikato – Sam Hogg 
Wanganui – Kevin Hackett 
Wellington - Andrew Ford 
Wellington – Sam Pan 
West Auckland – Todd Wilson 
 
U19 Nationals  
 
Technical Commissioner : Stephanie Topp 
 
Referee Manager and Regional Referee Officer :  
James Campion 
 
Referee Coaches and Evaluators: Tim Brown 
(Harbour), Bill Edred (Wellington), Melonie 
Horncastle (Nelson) and Shane Nikora (Hawkes 
Bay) 
 
Referees 
Canterbury – Lauren Cahill 
Hutt Valley – Jan Snowdon 
Lake Taupo – Willie Ohlson 
Nelson – Scott Harris 
New Plymouth – Kerry Ludlow 
Palmerston North – Antony Riley 
Porirua – Yalla Edwards 
Tauranga – Ken Phillips 
Te Tai Tokerau – Russell Gavin 
Waikato – Brad Quinn 
Wellington – Donna Brown 
Wellington – Ione Lepaio 
Wellington – Paul Smith 
Wellington – Ralph Chivers 
Wellington – Todd Barclay 
 



Message from Sporting Pulse - 
Sportzware Central (SWC) 7.2 Up and Running  
 
Sporting Pulse has made some changes to 
Sportzware Central (Fiba Organiser for basketball 
users) and have now released SWC 7.2. The core 
reason for this release is to provide synchronisation 
functionality for FIBA LiveStats and Stadium 
Scoring. We have just taken away a huge amount of 
work for organisations downloading and uploading 
files. Many of the Leagues who use FIBA LiveStats or 
Stadium Scoring have been using our beta code 
releases, so this has been well tested prior to 
release.  
  
We have four new scoresheets for basketball in 7.2. 
These scoresheets allow the competition manager to 
restrict how many players appear on the scoresheet 
and also allow you to force the scoresheet to print 
only the names of players who still have a valid 
registration. More information on these scoresheets 
will come directly from basketball governing bodies.   
  
You might be using Version 7.0 of SWC successfully 
at the moment and might like to wait a couple of 
weeks before you upgrade. If that is the case, please 
do so. Alternately, you might have checked our 
release notes and found you really do want to take 
advantage of some of the changes.    
  
As always, if you have any questions about any 
functionality in SWC, head to our support wiki 
http://support.sportingpulse.com/index.php/Sportzwar
e_Central. If you are using a networked version of 
SWC, we recommend you look specifically at these 
installation notes:  
http://www.support.sportingpulse.com/index.php/Upgr
ade_Sportzware_Central#Network_Upgrade 
 
Thanks again for using SportingPulse to power your 
competitions! 
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22nd  Annual Tournament 

 
Proudly supported by Tauranga City Basketball 

Association 
 
Dates: Saturday June 26 and Sunday June 27, 2010 
Venue: QEYC – Corner 11th Ave and Devonport 
Road, Tauranga 
Cost: $350 per team (covers referee/score bench 
duties) 
Team:  Minimum of seven and maximum of 10 
Divisions:  Men, Women, Mixed 
Age Groups: Two per division (dependent on entry 
numbers): 30-39, 40+ 
Prizes:  Prizes will be awarded for winners and 
runners up plus spot prizes 
Social: To be held on Saturday night (details to 
follow) 
Meet the Teams:  Friday night (details to follow) 
Canteen:  Operating each day 
 
Draw: A draw will be emailed to the contact recorded 
on the entry form. The draw will also be posted on the 
Tauranga City Basketball Assocation website 
(www.westernbaybasketball.co.nz). 
 
How to enter:  Please contact Tauranga City 
Basketball Association for entry forms and instructions 
of how to enter.  
 
Enquiries:  Rick Burton mobile 0212450707 
Tauranga City Basketball Ph 07 5780016 ext 813, 
email wbopball@enternet.co.nz  
 
Entries Close: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 
 

Catch you on the rebound! 
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Nelson Giants v Harbour Heat, Trafalgar Centre, 7pm 
Saturday, June 12  
Waikato Pistons v Southland Sharks, Hamilton Boys  
High, 4pm 
Otago Nuggets v Bay Hawkes, Edgar Centre, 7pm 
Sunday, June 13  
Taranaki Mountainairs v Southland Sharks, TSB  
Stadium, 7pm 
 
Round 16 
Thursday, June 17  
Waikato Pistons v Wellington Saints, Hamilton Boys 
High School, 7.30pm 
Friday, June 18  
Harbour Heat v Taranaki Mountainairs, NSEC, 7pm 
Bay Hawkes v Manawatu Jets, Pettigrew Green 
Arena, 7pm 
Nelson Giants v Southland Sharks, Trafalgar Centre, 
7pm 
Saturday, June 19  
Manawatu Jets v Southland Sharks, Arena Manawatu 
Jets, 6pm 
 
NBL Playoffs  
Quarterfinals 
Tuesday, June 22  
Game One 
4th v 5th Place 
Wednesday, June 23  
Game Two 
3rd v 6th Place 
 
Semifinals 
Thursday, June 24  
1st v Winner of Game One 
Friday, June 25  
2nd v Winner of Game Two 
 
Finals 
Monday, June 28  
Game One 
Wednesday, June 30  
Game Two 
Thursday, July 1  
Game Three (If Needed) 
 

2010 Bartercard NBL Standings:  
Round 13 
 

Team P W L Win 
% GB Pts 

Waikato Pistons 16 12 4 75.0 0 24 
Fico Finance Nelson Giants 15 11 4 73.3 0.5 22 

Exodus Saints 15 11 4 73.3 0.5 22 
Harbour Heat 15 9 6 60.0 2.5 18 

0800 Easy LPG Bay Hawks 15 9 6 60.0 2.5 18 
Zerofees Southland Sharks 14 7 7 50.0 4 14 

Christchurch Cougars 16 7 9 43.8 5 14 
Taranaki Mountainairs 14 6 8 42.9 5 12 

McDonalds Manawatu Jets 12 1 11 8.3 9 2 
OceanaGold Nuggets 14 0 14 0.0 11 0 

 
Remainder of the 2010 NBL schedule  
 
Round 14 
Thursday, June 3  
Harbour Heat v Christchurch Cougars, AUT, 7pm 
Manawatu Jets v Otago Nuggets, Arena Manawatu, 
6pm 
Friday, June 4  
Wellington Saints v Otago Nuggets, TSB Stadium, 
7pm 
Saturday, June 5  
Nelson Giants v Manawatu Jets, Trafalgar Centre, 
7pm 
Monday, June 7  
Manawatu Jets v Taranaki Mountain Airs, Arena 
Manawatu, 7pm 
 
Round 15 
Thursday, June 10  
Christchurch Cougars v Otago Nuggets, Cowles 
Stadium, 7pm  
Friday, June 11  
Wellington Saints v Manawatu Jets, Te Rauparaha 
Arena Porirua, 7pm 
Bay Hawkes v Taranaki Mountainairs, Pettigrew  
Green Arena, 7pm 
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selection criteria are past performances in 
internationals as well as the suitability and ability of 
players to perform on a much higher level than 
NBL.” 
 
Vucinic said he had been working overtime behind 
the scenes to ensure New Zealand are competitive 
in Turkey, and Basketball New Zealand has almost 
finalised a buildup schedule. “It will not be as long a 
preparation as we would have hoped, but with 
limited resources I think our schedule will be good.” 
 
The Tall Blacks will be based in the coastal city of 
Izmir and have been drawn in a pool with defending 
champions Spain, boasting Los Angeles Lakers star 
Pau Gasol and teenage sensation Ricky Rubio, plus 
France, Lithuania, Canada and Lebanon. 
 
“We have a tough section with some world powers 
in it, but all the sections are tough,” Vucinic said. 
“The only thing we know for sure is we will play 
every game believing we can win it. And this has 
always been our way.” 
 

 
Make sure you follow and support our Tall Blacks at  
the FIBA World Championship for Men in Turkey this 
year!  
 

Pero on Hold   
 
Sam Worthingon, Dominion Post 
Tall Blacks coach Nenad Vucinic is leaving a seat 
on the world championship plane open for Pero 
Cameron despite the legendary forward failing to 
take the court in the National Basketball League. 
Wellington coach Cameron had hoped to pull on a 
Saints singlet this season but has been plagued by 
a serious foot injury that has restricted him to 
holding a clipboard. 
 
Vucinic said there had been no ultimatum given to 
Cameron (35), who is arguably New Zealand’s finest 
basketballer. “Pero has been unable to play for quite 
a while now, but we are all hoping that he will have 
time to get ready for the world championship as he 
is still a very important part for us,” Vucinic told The 
Dominion Post from Turkey, where he is coaching 
club team Darussafaka. 
 
“His form in the NBL is not as important as is his 
injury status in terms of selection. We all know what 
Pero can do on a basketball court. If he is healthy 
we will have enough time to get him ready.” 
 
Asked if he would consider using Cameron as an 
assistant coach if he was unable to get fit for the 
championships, which start in Turkey on August 28, 
Vucinic said he still regarded him an international 
player, rather than a coach. Vucinic said he was 
keeping an open mind on selection, with veteran 
point guards Paul Henare (retired) and Mark Dickel 
(surgery) the only players ruled out. 
 
Vucinic is enjoying life in Istanbul and will not return 
to New Zealand until July. In his absence, assistant 
coaches Chris Tupu (Nelson coach) and Dillon 
Boucher (Harbour forward) are keeping an eye on 
the form of NBL contenders, while he was also 
awaiting video footage. Vucinic plans to hold trials 
before selecting his squad. 
 
“As much as the current form in NBL is important to 
get the chance for the trial, the important part of  
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