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Media access to the NZ Tall Ferns is available thro ugh …  

 
Grant Chapman 
BBNZ National Teams General Manager 
Ph 027 687 5373  
E-mail chapman@basketball.org.nz  
 
 
Basketball New Zealand would like to acknowledge th e support of the 
following sponsors …  
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2008 NZ Tall Fern Programme  
A Work In Progress 
 
April 2-6   
Camp with Australian Opals at AIS, Canberra 
 
April 16 
NZ v China in Beijing 
 
April 19-26 
Good Luck Beijing, Olympic Test Event 
 
May 26-June 2 
Tour to Czech Republic & Spain 
 
July  
Domestic Series (TBC) 
 
August 1-7 
Pre-Olympic Games in China 
 
August 8-24 
Beijing Olympics 
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Good Luck Beijing Schedule 
 
Wednesday, April 16 
NZ v China at Ningbo (Pre-Tournament Friendly) 
 
Saturday, April 19  
2.30pm  NZ v Cuba  
4.45pm  USA v Australia 
8pm   China v Korea 
 
Sunday, April 20  
2.30pm  Cuba v USA 
4.45pm  Korea v NZ  
8pm   Australia v China 
 
Monday, April 21  
2.30pm  USA v Korea 
4.45pm  Australia v Cuba 
8pm   China v NZ  
 
Tuesday, April 22  
Rest Day 
 
Wednesday, April 23  
4.45pm  Korea v Australia 
8pm   Cuba v China 
10.15pm  NZ v USA  
 
Thursday, April 24  
4.45pm  Korea v Cuba 
8pm   China v USA 
10.15pm  Australia v NZ  
 
Friday, April 25  
Rest Day 
 
Saturday, April 26  
1pm   5th/6th playoff 
3.15pm  3rd/4th playoff 
5.30pm  Olympic Draw 
8pm   Final 
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Twice As Nice 
Undercover Kiwi Jillian Harmon  has double reason to celebrate. 
 
This week, she will create history as the first “known” New Zealander to contest an NCAA 
basketball championship. Next week, she will debut for the Tall Ferns at the Good Luck Beijing 
tournament, the official Olympic test event. 
 
Harmon and her University of Stanford Cardinal upset Connecticut 82-73 in today’s semifinals 
and will now meet University of Tennessee in the US college final on Wednesday (NZ time). 
 
Stanford pulled away from their opponents 
midway through first half and extended 
their lead to 11 points midway through the 
second, before surviving a comeback. 
Harmon, who nursed a foot injury coming 
into the tournament, logged 15 minutes for 
nine points (2/5 FG, 5/6 FT), four 
rebounds (3 OR) and a steal. 
 
Two months ago, her Kiwi status was 
unknown, which makes one wonder how 
many more New Zealanders are scattered 
around the world, playing basketball 
unrecognized. Harmon only revealed her 
roots – mother Julie is Kiwi – in February 
after former Stanford team-mate Clare 
Bodensteiner  began pushing her claims 
for Tall Fern selection. 
 
“I am delighted for Jillian,” says Ferns coach Mike McHugh . “The NCAA tournament is huge for 
college athletes and most players never get a chance to get to the Final Four, let alone the 
championship game. 
 
“Jillian has shown by her performances for Stanford that she could be a key addition to the squad 
for the Beijing test event.” 
 
Harmon’s height (1.85m) will be much needed in a line-up already giving away centimetres at 
international level. 
 
Christchurch-born and US-raised, Bodensteiner has also been included in the national squad 
after participating at the national team camp in Canberra over the past five days. The feisty guard 
was unconvincing in the first of two scrimmages against the world champion Australian Opals, but 
looked more assured in the second encounter, shooting 2/2 from the arc. 
 
“She fitted in really well, but probably tried too hard in that 
first game,” observed McHugh. 
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Others to emerge from the AIS with reputations enhanced were veteran forward Aneka Kerr , 
who led the team in scoring with 15.0 points over the two games, young forward Toni 
Edmondson  and centre Karlene Kingi . 
 
Two players who sat out the camp – centre Jess McCormack  with an Achilles niggle and late 
withdrawal Lisa Wallbutton  – have been included in the team for the test event, but starting 
guard Kate McMeeken-Ruscoe  will miss the tournament with a knee injury. 
 
The Tall Ferns will prepare for Good Luck Beijing against the Chinese national team in Ningbo on 
April 16 and open their account against Cuba on April 19. 
 
The Tall Fern Olympic squad is … 
 
Name   Position Born  Height  Club 
Suzie Bates  Guard  16/9/87  1.73m  Christchurch Sirens 
Clare Bodensteiner Guard  31/10/84 1.76m  - 
Jody Cameron  Forward 10/2/76  1.80m  Harbour Breeze 
Micaela Cocks  Guard  2/5/86  1.74m  University of Oregon (US) 
Toni Edmondson Guard  10/5/87  1.81m  Christchurch Sirens 
Jillian Harmon  Forward 3/3/87  1.85m  Stanford University (US) 
Aneka Kerr  Forward 1/3/81  1.82m  Christchurch Sirens 
Karlene Kingi  Centre  31/10/85 1.88m  Christchurch Sirens 
Angela Marino  Guard  3/2/86  1.66m  Adelaide Lightning 
Natalie Moore  Guard  10/10/89 1.76m  Christchurch Sirens 
Jessica McCormack Centre  8/9/89  1.94m  University of Washington (US) 
Kate McMeeken-Ruscoe   Guard 19/11/79 1.75m  Christchurch Sirens 
Lisa Pardon  Guard  22/5/82  1.73m  Bendigo Spirit 
Charmian Purcell Forward 7/1/79  1.80m  Christchurch Sirens  
Natalie Purcell  Forward 24/12/82 1.83m  Christchurch Sirens 
Jess Spinner  Guard  23/5/79  1.78m  Wanneroo Wolves (WA) 
Lisa Wallbutton  Forward 14/1/86  1.83m  Christchurch Sirens 
Noni Wharemate Guard  17/1/82  1.71m  Christchurch Sirens 
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Player Profiles 
 
Suzie Bates (Christchurch Sirens) 
Guard 
Born  September 16, 1987 
Height 1.73m 
Bates made her first tour with the Tall Ferns to Japan in 2007 after representing 
New Zealand through the national age group teams. Her greatest strength is 
the maturity of her play, perhaps a result of experiences in her other chosen 
sport – cricket. Bates’ selection for the Tall Ferns made her a double 
international and she currently holds the record for highest innings (183) in the 
women’s domestic cricket league. Bates signed as a development player with 
the Christchurch Sirens for their debut in the Australian WNBL, but eventually passed import 
Ashley Awkward in the rotation.  
 
 
Clare Bodensteiner 
Guard 
Born  October 31, 1984 
Height 1.76m 
Bodensteiner was born in Christchurch and holds an NZ passport, but grew up 
in Rupert, Idaho, and attended Stanford University, one of the best women’s 
college basketball programmes in the United States. She played in 96 games 
for the Cardinal from 2002-07, earning Pac-10 All-Academic honours. Since 
graduating, Bodensteiner has taught at an international school in London and is 
making a late bid for a spot on the Tall Fern roster for the Beijing Olympics. 
 
 
Jody Cameron (Harbour Breeze) 
Forward 
Born  February 10, 1976 
Height 1.8m 
2004 Athens Olympics, 2006 Commonwealth Games 
Cameron comes from one of New Zealand basketball’s most famous families, 
the daughter of national age group coach Mata Cameron and sister of NZ Tall 
Black captain Pero Cameron. She has many of her brother’s basketball 
attributes, but her career has been hampered by injury. Now the most experienced member of the 
national squad, Tini debuted for the Tall Ferns in 1996 and has been a regular in the line-up since 
2004. She was co-captain (with Aneka Kerr) for the 2007 Oceania Championships. 
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Micaela Cocks (University of Oregon, US) 
Guard 
Born        May 2, 1986 
Height 1.74m 
2006 Commonwealth Games    
A product of the Basketball New Zealand High Performance programme, 
Cocks represented her country through all age groups and debuting for the Tall 
Ferns at the 2005 William Jones Cup tournament in Taiwan. Cocks was part of 
the national team that won silver medals at the 2006 Melbourne 
Commonwealth Games and was MVP of the Women’s CBL finals that same year, guiding 
Auckland to the title before leaving to take up her scholarship at Oregon. 
 
 
Toni Edmondson (Christchurch Sirens) 
Guard 
Born  May 10, 1987 
Height 1.81m 
Edmondson represented New Zealand through the age groups and debuted for 
the Tall Ferns on a tour of China in 2007. She was named on the tournament 
team at the 2007 NZ U21 Championships and played extensively as a 
development player for the Christchurch Sirens during their first year in the 
Australian WNBL. 

 
 

Jillian Harmon (Stanford University, US) 
Forward 
Board  March 3, 1987 
Height 1.85m 
Harmon is another US-based player to recently declare her eligibility for the Tall 
Ferns through Kiwi mother Julie. Born in New York, she grew up at Lake 
Oswego, Oregon, and is currently in her junior year at Stanford University. 
Harmon has averaged 7.9 points a game over her career with the Cardinal. 
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Aneka Kerr (Christchurch Sirens) 
Forward 
Born  March 1, 1981 
Height 1.82m 
2004 Athens Olympics, 2006 Commonwealth Games 
Born in New Zealand, Kerr grew up in Australia, where she played WNBL for 
Melbourne and Townsville, and helped Kilsyth to the 2002 Australian Basketball 
Association title. She first represented New Zealand in 1999, missed selection 
for the 2000 Sydney Olympics, but four years later, attended the Athens 
Olympics, where she compiled a double double in the crucial pool victory over 
China. Kerr also helped the Ferns to silver medals at the 2006 Commonwealth Games and was 
co-captain (with Jody Cameron) in the 2007 Oceania Championships.  
 
 
Karlene Kingi (Christchurch Sirens) 
Centre 
Born  October 31, 1985 
Height 1.88m 
Kingi helped Tonga to fourth place at the 2003 Oceania Games and the 
following year, was a member of the Avondale College team that won the NZ 
Secondary Schools title. She debuted with the Tall Ferns in Japan last year and 
signed with the Sirens for their debut season in the Australian WNBL. 
 
 
Angela Marino (Adelaide Lightning, Australia)  
Point Guard 
Born  February 3, 1986 
Height 1.65m 
2004 Athens Olympics, 2006 Commonwealth Games 
Born in Waiuku of Italian parents, Marino moved to Australia as an infant and 
was discovered playing age group basketball across the Tasman. She was 
called into the Tall Ferns shortly before the 2004 Athens Olympics and headed 
off captain Leanne Walker for the starting point guard position, finishing as one 
of the tournament’s top three-point shooters. Marino has been the Ferns’ 
leading scorer ever since, helping them to a silver medal at the Melbourne Commonwealth 
Games. She won an Australian WNBL championship with Canberra Capitals in 2006 and helped 
Adelaide to the regular season title in 2008.  
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Jessica McCormack (University of Washington, US) 
Centre 
Born  September 8, 1989 
Height 1.94m 
2006 Commonwealth Games 
McCormack first captured national attention when she led rebound rankings at 
the 2004 Australian U16 tournament. She made her Tall Fern debut in 2005, 
aged 15, and has been in the team ever since, helping them to a silver medal at 
the Melbourne Commonwealth Games. She was MVP at the 2006 NZ 
Secondary Schools Championships, leading Northcote College to the girls’ title, and also took top 
individual honours at the 2007 NZ U19 Championships. McCormack attended University of 
Washington over the NZ summer, but sought a release to explore other scholarship opportunities 
for next season. 
 

 
 

Kate McMeeken-Ruscoe (Christchurch Sirens) 
Guard 
Born  December 19, 1979 
Height 1.73m 
2006 Commonwealth Games 
McMeeken-Ruscoe first played for New Zealand as a teenager in 1998 and 
went on to a successful US college career with University of Buffalo. She was 
MVP of the 2003 WNBL, helping Wellington Swish to the title, and has played 
professionally in Germany and now Australia. After a season with Bulleen, she 
was one of the first players signed by the Christchurch Sirens and captained them during their 
2007/08 debut season in the Aussie WNBL. Mother Jane McMeeken is a former NZ women’s 
captain and Kate finally earned Tall Fern selection for the 2006 Commonwealth Games after 
missing the cut for two previous Olympics.  

 
 

  
Natalie Moore (Christchurch Sirens) 
Point Guard 
Born  October 10, 1989 
Height 1.74m 
Moore has emerged through the national age group programme, and was 
named in tournament teams at the NZ U21 and secondary school 
championships in 2007. She became part of the Christchurch Sirens training 
squad during their debut in the Australian WNBL, and eventually saw court time 
through injury and unavailability. Moore’s progress through that season has 
seen her move into Tall Fern reckoning. She was also selected for the 2008 NZ U21 tournament 
team. 
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Lisa Pardon (Bendgio Spirit, Australia) 
Guard 
Born  May 22, 1982 
Height 1.73m 
2006 Commonwealth Games 
Pardon briefly attended Oregon State University and played for the expansion 
Bendigo franchise in last summer’s Australian WNBL. She is a former NZ 
Secondary Schools and U23 MVP, and father Chris Pardon played for the 
national men’s team during the 1970s. She suited up for the Tall Ferns against 
Slovakia in 2000, but had to wait another five years to actually take the court at 
the 2005 William Jones Cup in Taiwan.  
 
 
 
Charmian Purcell (Christchurch Sirens) 
Forward 
Born   January 7, 1979 
Height 1.80m 
Purcell made her Tall Fern debut in 2001 against Australia. She was also NZ 
U23 MVP that year, but did not return to the national team until 2005, when she 
was recalled for the Oceania Championships against the Opals. Purcell played 
for the Sydney Flames in the Australian WNBL in 2005/06 and was in the 
starting five when the Ferns won silver medals at the 2006 Commonwealth 
Games. She was one of the first players to sign for the new Christchuch-based 
entry into the defencejobs Australian WNBL, but sat out most of the season with a knee injury 
sustained on Tall Fern duty last year. 
 

 
Natalie Purcell (Christchurch Sirens) 
Forward 
Born  December 24, 1982 
Height 1.83m 
Purcell has represented New Zealand through the age groups and finally joined 
older sister Charmian in the Tall Ferns last year. She attended Hutchinson 
Community College (where younger sister Hayley currently plays), before 
transferring to Southeast Missouri State University, registering a “double 
double” (17 points/13 points) in their NCAA first round loss to Stanford 
University. Purcell was MVP of the 2007 Women’s CBL finals, shooting 13/16 
3pt over the playoffs to steer Harbour to the title, then played for Christchurch 
Sirens in their Australian WNBL debut season.  
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Jessica Spinner (Wanneroo Wolves, Australia) 
Guard 
Borth  May 23, 1979 
Height 1.78m 
Spinner was born in Australia, but is eligible to represent New Zealand through 
her Kiwi mother. She attended a Tall Ferns camp last August and impressed 
coach Mike McHugh with her performance against the touring University 
Wisconsin team, earning a shot at Beijing Olympic selection. 
 
 
 
Lisa Wallbutton (Christchurch Sirens) 
Forward 
Born  January 14, 1986, in Auckland 
Height 1.83m 
2006 Commonwealth Games 
Another product of the Basketball New Zealand High Performance programme, 
Wallbutton represented New Zealand at all age groups and earned honours at a 
variety of national tournaments. She was Outstanding Young Player in the 2004 
& 2005 WNBL seasons, and was a member of the All-Star Fives in ’05 and ‘06. 
Wallbutton debuted for the Tall Ferns that year. and has signed with the 
expansion Christchurch Sirens in this summer’s Australian WNBL. 
 
 
 
Noni Wharemate (Christchurch Sirens) 
Point Guard 
Born  January 17, 1982, in Hamilton 
Height 1.71m 
2006 Commonwealth Games 
Wharemate is a former NZ age group representative, who spent a very 
successful college stint with the University of Texas El Paso, setting a career 
record for assists. She was Best Defensive Player in the 2001 WNBL and made 
her Tall Fern debut in 2005. Wharemate was part of the Ferns squad that won 
silver medals at the 2006 Commonwealth Games and was selected to the All-Star Five at the 
Women’s CBL finals in both 2006 & 2007. She captained the Tall Ferns through much of 2007 
and was one of the first signings to play with the Christchurch Sirens in their Australian WNBL 
debut season. 
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Mike McHugh 
Coach 
2004 Athens Olympics, 2006 Commonwealth Games 
A former coach in the Australian WNBL, McHugh achieved success on this side 
of the Tasman when he guided Wellington Saints to the 2003 NBL 
championship and earned Coach of the Year honours. Saints also took the 
regular season crown the following season and McHugh became coaching 
advisor to the Tall Ferns for their 2004 Olympic campaign. He took the reins in 
2005 when Tom Maher was lured to the Chinese national programme and 
guided them to silver medals at the 2006 Commonwealth Games. McHugh has 
been appointed BBNZ’s women’s coaching director, guiding the Ferns and also overseeing the 
Australian WNBL franchise in Christchurch. 
 
 

Support Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leigh Gooding  Kennedy Hamilton  Louise Hogarth 
Assistant Coach  Video Coach  Manager  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Sutton  Lynne Coleman  Dale Stephens 
Physiotherapist  Doctor   Head of Delegation 
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The Teams 
 

Australia 
2006 World Champions 
2007 Oceania Champions 
World Ranking   Second 
Last Encounter  Beat NZ 87-46 at Oceania Championships 2007 
 
 
China 
2006 World Championships 12th 
2007 Asian Runners Up 
World Ranking   10th 
Last Encounter  Beat NZ 78-49 in Shanghai (China), 2007 
 
 
Cuba 
2006 World Championships 11th 
2007 Americas Runners Up 
Yet to qualify for Beijing Olympics 
World Ranking   Eighth 
Last Encounter  Beat NZ 64-56 in Chengdou (China), 2007 
 
 
Korea 
2006 World Championships 13th 
2007 Asian Champions 
World Ranking   Seventh 
Last Encounter  Beat NZ 69-60 at William Jones Cup 2007 
 
New Zealand 
2007 Oceania Runners Up 
World Ranking   16th 
 
 
United States 
2006 World Championships Third 
Americas Champions 
World Ranking   First 
Last Encounter  Beat NZ 99-47 at Athens Olympics 2004 
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