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Back In Black

Incumbent Nenad Vucinic has been reappointed to coach the NZ Tall Blacks through to the end
of the 2010 FIBA World Championships in Turkey.

Vucinic served as national team assistant coach to Tab Baldwin from 2001-06 and succeeded to
the top job in 2007, guiding them to a 6-11 record that included wins over Venezuela, Slovenia,
Croatia and Australia.

The Tall Blacks lost their FIBA Oceania
Championship series against the Boomers 1-2
across the Tasman and now face a repechage
tournament in July to claim one of the final three
berths available at the Beijing Olympics.

Vucinic, who was born in Serbia, has won more
games than any other coach in national league
history (164) and five Coach of the Year awards,
masterminding the Nelson Giants’ 2007 Dominion
Finance NBL championship.

As a player, he logged 227 NBL appearances and
spent a decade in the Tall Blacks, last representing
them at the 2000 Sydney Olympics.

Vucinic admits the task of balancing the team’s Olympic aspirations with the need to rebuild
towards the next world championships presents a daunting prospect.

“l am honoured to continue my involvement with the Tall Blacks and look forward the challenges
ahead,” he says.

“Our aim for 2008 is to start a rebuilding process that will develop the Tall Black culture among
the generation of players, while still relying on some experience to help us qualify for Beijing.”

NZ Breakers assistant coach Dean Vickerman will fill the same role under Vucinic and the
career of Dillon Boucher , who recently announced his retirement as an international player, will
come full circle with his appointment as Tall Black video technician.

Australian-born Vickerman beat out nine other applicants for the position, winning the role
primarily on the strength of his experience as an assistant coach with the Melbourne Tigers,
Singapore Slingers and now the Harvey Norman Breakers in the Australian NBL.

He spent a season coaching the Wellington Saints in 2002 and has since married former
Wellington Swish captain Christy Bromley.
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“Dean impressed us with his range of experience, his knowledge of the role and his commitment
to New Zealand,” says Basketball New Zealand chief
executive Dale Stephens . “We are confident he will
be a great asset to the programme and support for
Nenad in what could prove a difficult campaign.”

A feature of the appointment process was the
number of recent international players moving into
the next phase of their basketball lives.

Boucher (32) retired from the Tall Blacks last month,
blaming the toll of niggling injuries to a battle-worn
body. Although he hopes to continue playing in the
New Zealand and Australian national leagues, his
thoughts have already turned to what lies ahead.

“Even as a player, one of Dillon’s greatest strengths has
been his vision on the court,” notes Stephens. “He has
been identified as an exceptional coaching talent and we
hope this selection will smooth his transition into the
coaching ranks.”

In accepting the video job, Boucher returns to the role that
helped him become a key member of the Tall Black roster
over the past seven years. He travelled to the 2001
Goodwill Games in Brisbane as Baldwin’s cameraman,
but was called into the line-up when NBA performer Sean
Marks withdrew.

Boucher, who played more than 100 games for New Zealand, has won more NBL titles (eight)
than any other player or coach in the league history and added an Australian championship with
the Brisbane Bullets in 2007.
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2008 NZ Tall Black Schedule

Tall Black Trials June 16-19 North Harbour
Ramsay Shield

NZ v Australia June 26 North Harbour
Australia v NZ June 28 Melbourne

Jack Donohue Tri-Series (Canada)

Canada v NZ July 1 Hamilton
NZ v Lebanon July 2 Hamilton
Canada v NZ July 4 Toronto
Alpos Cup (Slovenia)

NZ v Puerto Rico July 8 Maribor
Slovenia v NZ July 9 Maribor
NZ v Iran July 10 Maribor
FIBA Olympic Qualifying Tournament For Men (Greece)
NZ v Cape Verde July 14 Athens
NZ v Germany July 16 Athens
Quarterfinals July 18 Athens
Semifinals July 19 Athens
Third playoff July 20 Athens
Beijing Olympic Games

Day 1 August 10 Beijing
Day 2 August 12 Beijing
Day 3 August 14 Beijing
Day 4 August 16 Beijing
Day 5 August 18 Beijing
Quarterfinals August 20 Beijing
Semifinals August 22 Beijing
Final August 24 Beijing
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Scene Of The Crime

The Australian Boomers will return to their graveyard — the hallowed floor of the North Shore
Events Centre — when they cross the Tasman for the first leg of this year's Ramsay Shield series
against the Tall Blacks on June 26.

That stadium was the scene of the most important victory in New Zealand basketball history and
probably the Boomers’ darkest hour - the 89-78 result that saw the home team steal the 2001
FIBA Oceania Championship series to qualify for the world championships.

The NSEC has since hosted international success over Hungary (2002) and India twice (2006),
and become a tough proposition for Australian clubs in the Hummer Championship. The Harvey
Norman NZ Breakers compiled an 11-4 home record there over the past summer, including wins
over defending champions the Brisbane Bullets and eventual champions the Melbourne Tigers.

“North Harbour Basketball is thrilled
to be hosting the test against the
Australian Boomers in conjunction
with Events Centre Enterprises,”
says chief executive John Hunt .
“We like to think of the North Shore
Events Centre as the spiritual home
of basketball in New Zealand.

“These two teams have had some
titanic struggles in recent years. The
Boomers won a hard-fought
qualifying series in Australia last
year and will field one of the
strongest teams in world basketball,
while the Tall Blacks will be building
Tall Blacks celebrate their 2001 victory over Australia ~ towards their Olympic qualifying
series in Europe and will be keen to
avenge last year’s loss. It will be an exceptional test match and a fantastic showcase for the sport
of basketball in North Shore City.”

Staging the fixture on a Thursday will continue the development of “basketball night”, not only
with the Dominion Finance NBL on SKY TV, but also among local fans who have grown used to
that scheduling for Breakers games at the NSEC.

The encounter will be the Tall Blacks’ only appearance in New Zealand this year. The following

day, they will travel to Melbourne for the return leg of the Ramsay Shield series, then depart for
Canada and Slovenia en route to the qualifying tournament in Athens, Greece, from July 14-20.
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Jones Bids Adieu

It took a summer of agonizing and a last-minute change of heart, but Phill Jones could finally

delay the decision no longer.

The veteran sharpshooter has pulled on the Tall Black singlet for the last time.

Phill Jones v China, 2002 FIBA World Champs

Jones (34) will be missing from the list of trialists
to be announced this week by national coach and
long-time mentor Nenad Vucinic for the
upcoming FIBA Olympic Qualifying

Tournament in Athens.

His announcement won’t come as a surprise to his
former team-mates, a couple of whom have
already beaten him to the punch. Jones
foreshadowed his decision during last year’s FIBA
Oceania Championships against Australia, but
wisely took the summer to reconsider his

priorities.

Last week, he seemed ready to retain his spot on
the Tall Black roster ... but ultimately could not put
long-suffering wife Kat through the ordeal again.

“This has been such a huge part of my life, but it is
time to settle down and stay at home with the
family,” says Jones.

“We'll be moving up to Auckland soon for the
Breakers and that's a really big move. If | was
away, my wife would be making that move by
herself ... it's something she’s had to do for such
a long time.

“If it was me, I'd be saying it was time | settled
down and spent some time with the kids. | think
I'm playing reasonably well and can still compete
at that level, but as far as motivation goes, family
is now definitely first.”

Jones debuted for his country in 1994, attending

two Olympic Games and two FIBA World Championships. His career highlights have mirrored the
greatest moments of Tall Black basketball over the past decade.

With trusty ally Pero Cameron , he was their leading scorer (16.7 points) when they upset
Australia to qualify for the 2002 FIBA World Championships in Indianapolis and once there,
averaged 18.2 points, shooting 41.7% 3pt, to guide them to the bronze medal game.
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Perhaps his crowning achievement was the 33-point (6/8 3pt) outburst that dragged New Zealand
out of a 20-point hole against China and into the quarterfinals of that tournament.

Jones ranked second among all scorers two years later at the
Athens Olympics, averaging 21.0 points, and was again on fire —
28 points, 8/16 3pt — as the Tall Blacks inflicted their biggest
ever defeat on the Boomers (72-53) in Napier, July 2006.

Even as he was relegated to bench status last year, he
produced a 17-point/12-rebound double double in the Kiwis’ 67-
58 win over Australia in Brisbane, a performance that will now
go down as a fitting finale.

“For me, the Sydney Olympics were the highlight,” says Jones.
“It was probably the first experience we had as an international
team in a huge tournament ... the biggest sporting event in the
world.”

But the temptation of attending a third Olympics was not enough
to lure him back on the road with the Tall Blacks in 2008.
“Really, that didn’t come into it,” he says. “I've enjoyed being in
that team environment and representing my country ... the
Olympics have just been icing on the cake.”
Jones v Australia, 2005
His departure, along with the retirements of Dillon Boucher and
Tony Rampton and unavailability of Mark Dickel and Paul Henare , leaves the national team
well and truly in rebuilding mode as they attempt to qualify for Beijing.

“Their decisions didn’t have any affect on mine at all,” says Jones. “| knew most of those guys
were probably going to be finished after the series in Australia.

“I had some time to think about it, to make sure it was the right decision for me and I'm happy
with that decision.

“There is now an opportunity for some younger guys to step up and show what they're capable of.
Even if they can’t compete at this tournament, they will still get to see what level they need to be
at ... it'll be good for them.”

Vucinic is philosophical about the announcement.

“It makes me sad, but I totally understand Phill's reasons and respect his decision. It must have
been a tough decision after all those years.

“He has been one of only a handful of players, if that, who have never missed a camp, tour or trial

when it was time to represent his country. He has been a key player in all our successes that we
have ever had as Tall Blacks.”

www.basketball.org.nz
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Young Blood

Teenager Corey Webster looks set to become the youngest Tall Black in almost a decade after
his selection for the national men’s squad preparing for the FIBA Olympic Qualifying
Tournament in Athens next month.

The son of NBL legend and current Harbour Heat coach Tony Webster is one of four
international newcomers named in a 14-man roster for next week’'s Al Ramsay Shield series
against the Australian Boomers.

American-born Nick Horvath , giant centre Alex Pledger (2.13m) and point guard Jeremy Kench
are the other debutants chosen after four days of trials at the NZ Breakers’ North Shore facility.

But coach Nenad Vucinic must take on the Boomers
without ace shooter Kirk Penney , currently in the United
States. He will join the Tall Blacks in Canada for their Jack
Donoghue Tri-Series against the hosts and Lebanon, July
1-4.

“Kirk’s absence is a loss, but it will provide opportunities for
others as we try to bring new players into our programme,”
muses Vucinic.

“This team has been selected with the future in mind, while
also preserving some experience and remaining
competitive.

“l do think this is a good team with a nice balance to it and
I’'m looking forward to the challenges ahead.”

Webster (19), also a shooting guard, is one who stands to
benefit immediately. The former two-time NZ Secondary
Schools MVP has yet to appear in the national league, but
spent the past year on scholarship at Lambuth University in
the United States, where he was named Freshman of the
Year in the NAIA TranSouth Conference.

Tall Black rookie Corey Webster/Photosport

Since returning home, Webster has signed on as a development player with the Harvey Norman
NZ Breakers. He stands to become the youngest Tall Black since Penney, another Westlake
Boys High School product, joined the line-up in 1999, aged 18.

“Corey has scoring ability and a real nose for the basket,” says Vucinic. “He has a scorer’s
mentality and it's up to him how far that takes him.”

Pledger (21) is another youngster on the rise, graduating from the Junior Tall Blacks via a two-

year stint at the University of Missouri Kansas City. He impressed at the defensive end
particularly during trials and brings much-needed height to the ranks.

www.basketball.org.nz
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“In a lot of ways, Alex and Corey are a stab in the dark,” admits Vucinic. “We feel they can be
international players in the future, but they really have to justify their inclusion and work hard.

“Obviously, in Alex, we see size, good mobility for that size and good outside shooting.”

Kench (24) has been on the fringe of national selection for a couple of years now, having put up
impressive NBL numbers for the Canterbury Rams and served on two teams — Singapore
Slingers and Wollongong Hawks — in the Australian league.

He gets his chance through the unavailability of veterans Mark Dickel and Paul Henare this year.
“Jeremy is a very versatile player with a lot of potential to develop,” says Vucinic.

Twelve months ago, aged 23, starting centre Craig Bradshaw was the youngest member of the
Tall Black roster. With the introduction of Webster, Pledger and Kench, he can now take his
rightful place as a four-year veteran of the team.

Horvath, who gained NZ citizenship earlier this year, missed the trials due to his continued
involvement in the Dominion Finance NBL playoffs, but will now challenge incumbent Casey
Frank for the one naturalized player spot to be filled for the Olympic qualifying tournament. The
2.08m Century City Wellington Saints centre recorded 37 points and 11 rebounds in the Game
One of the best-of-three finals series, but Frank beat out his rival for the Kiwi MVP and
Outstanding Forward awards for the regular season.

“That is going to be a very, very tough decision because they are both very good players,” says
Vucinic. “Nick would provide a bit of size, but Casey has more international experience ... it's
going to be very difficult.”

2008 Tall Black Squad

No Name Position Born Height Club

4 Lindsay Tait Guard Jan 8, 1982 1.94m Wellington Saints

5 Mike Fitchett Guard Sept 20, 1982 1.83m Nelson Giants

6 Kirk Penney Guard Nov 23,1980 1.95m NZ Breakers (Australia)
7 Mika Vukona Forward May 13,1982 1.98m Harbour Heat

8 Jeremy Kench Guard Apr 27,1984 1.86m Canterbury Rams

9 Paora Winitana Guard Dec 6, 1976 1.95m Bay Hawks

10 Alex Pledger Centre Mar 27,1987 2.13m University of Missouri KC (USA)
11 Pero Cameron Forward June 5,1974 1.98m Waikato Pistons

12 Corey Webster Guard Nov 29, 1988 1.89m NZ Breakers (Australia)
13 Casey Frank Forward Oct 23,1977 2.03m Auckland Stars

14 Craig Bradshaw Centre July 28, 1983 2.07m Efes Pilsen (Turkey)

15 Ben Hill Forward Apr 18,1979 1.96m Waikato Pistons

20 Nick Horvath Centre Feb 18,1981 2.08m Wellington Saints
Average Age 26.4

Average Height 1.97m
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Players

Craig Bradshaw (Efes Pilsen, Turkey)

Centre
Born July 28, 1983 at Lower Hutt
Height 2.05m

2004 Athens Olympics, 2006 FIBA World Championships

After a stellar college career at Winthrop University, capped by an MVP
performance at the Big South Conference championships, Bradshaw has just
finished his rookie season with the Brisbane Bullets in the Australian NBL, adding a
stint with Turkish Euroleague club Efes Pilsen. He debuted for the Tall Blacks during
their 2004 Olympic campaign and moved into the starting five with MVP honours in
their 2006 Ramsay Shield series win, scoring 25 points in New Zealand'’s first ever
road win over the Australian Boomers in Melbourne.

Pero Cameron (Waikato Pistons/Gold Coast Blaze)

Forward
Born June 5, 1974 at Tokoroa
Height 1.98m

2000 Sydney Olympics, 2002 FIBA World Championships , 2004 Athens
Olympics, 2006 Commonwealth Games, 2006 FIBA World ~ Championships
Captain. Cameron has been a backbone of the Tall Blacks since debuting in 1994
and was instrumental in their semifinal finish at the 2002 world championships,
earning tournament team status. He subsequently won the SPARC Leadership
Award at the 2003 Halberg Awards and was also in outstanding form while guiding
the team to silver medals at the Commonwealth Games last year. Cameron has
won seven NBL titles, five Kiwi MVP awards and has been selected to seven All-
Star Fives. He has played professionally in Malaysia, England, Turkey, Iran and
Australia.

Mike Fitchett (Nelson Giants)

Guard
Born September 20, 1982 in Nelson
Height 1.83m

Fitchett was MVP when leading Nelson College to the 2000 NZ Secondary Schools
titte and has now amassed 150 games in 10 NBL seasons. The highlight of his
career so far was Nelson’s championship triumph last year, where Fitchett scored
34 points (8/10 3pt) in their overtime semifinal win against Waikato. Already in tune
with coach Nenad Vucinic’s new system, he debuted for New Zealand against
Venezuela last year and has another chance to step up in the absence of veteran
point guards Mark Dickel and Paul Henare.
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Casey Frank (Auckland Stars/Gold Coast Blaze)

Forward
Born October 23, 1977 at Port Jefferson, New York  (US)
Height 2.03m

2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games, 2006 FIBA World Championships

Frank came to New Zealand in 2002 to play for the Stars in the NBL and has stayed

on fulltime. One of the league's most entertaining dunkers, he helped Auckland to

tittes in 2004 & 2005, and was voted joint winner of the Outstanding Forward award

and to the All-Star Five in '05. Frank went even better in 2006, named Outstanding

Kiwi Forward, Outstanding Forward, Kiwi MVP and All-Star Five member, repeating
that success in 2008. Since leaving Northern Arizona University, he has played
professionally in the United States, France and Sweden, and was an import with the

NZ Breakers in their debut season until cut mid-season. He enjoyed a breakout

season with the Wollongong Hawks in the Australian NBL in 2006-07 and played for the
expansion Gold Coast franchise last summer. Frank debuted for the Tall Blacks in China in 2005
and gained NZ citizenship for inclusion in the 2006 Commonwealth Games team.

Ben Hill (Waikato Pistons)

Forward
Born April 18, 1979 in Auckland
Height 1.96m

Hill is the son of Kiwi hoops legend Stan Hill, possessing a similar physique and
prodigious three-point range. He has played in the shadow of Waikato team-mate
Pero Cameron throughout his career, but has stepped out in recent years to carve
his own reputation as a game-breaker in the New Zealand NBL and helped Waikato
to the 2008 Dominion Finance NBL championship. Hill debuted for the Tall Blacks in
2006, playing a valuable cameo role in their series win over Australia, but was the
last player cut for the FIBA World Championships.

Nick Horvath (Wellington Saints/South Dragons)

Centre
Born February 18, 1981 in St Paul, US
Height 2.08m

Horvath played alongside several future NBA players during his college career at
Duke, captaining the team in his senior year, and was a member of the US team
that won a gold medal at the World Youth Games. After playing in the Australian
league, Horvath was lured to New Zealand by the Saints midway through 2006,
playing well enough to earn selection for the All-Star Five, a feat he repeated this
season. He married a Kiwi earlier this year and gained NZ citizenship, allowing him
to play as a Kiwi in the Australian and New Zealand leagues and making him
eligible for the Tall Blacks.
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Jeremy Kench (Canterbury Rams)

Guard
Born April 27, 1984 in Wellington
Height 1.86m

Kench has established himself as one of the top Kiwi guards in the New Zealand

NBL, albeit with a club that has not made the semifinals since 2002. In 2006, he

enjoyed a breakout season for the Rams, averaging 18.7 points (52.8% FG), 3.4

assists and 2.9 steals, and was rewarded with a professional contract with the

expansion Slingers in the Australian NBL. He switched to Wollongong last summer

and emerged as Canterbury’s best player this season with 18.4 points, 3.8 assists

and a league-leading 3.5 steals. In the absence of veteran point guards Mark Dickel

and Paul Henare, Kench has taken his opportunity to break into the national team this year.

Kirk Penney (NZ Breakers)

Guard
Born November 23, 1980 in North Shore
Height 1.95m

2000 Sydney Olympics, 2002 FIBA World Championships , 2004 Athens

Olympics, 2006 FIBA World Championships

During an outstanding college career with University of Wisconsin, Penney helped

the Badgers to NCAA Sweet Sixteen in his senior year and two Big 10 conference

titles, and was twice named all-conference. He was NBL Rookie of the Year in 1998

when he helped North Harbour to the final. Penney has now represented New

Zealand at two Olympics and two world championships, averaging 16.9 points at the

2002 world championships at Indianapolis. He became the second Kiwi in the NBA

when he appeared for the Miami Heat in 2003, also had a brief stint with the LA

Clippers, and has since played professionally in Spain, the NBA Development

League, Israel, Lithuania and Germany. Penney played with the NZ Breakers in last summer’'s
Australian NBL, finishing as the third leading scorer (24.0 points) and earning selection to the All-
NBL Team.

Lindsay Tait (Wollongong Hawks/ Wellington Saints)

Guard
Born January 8, 1982 in Sydney (Australia)
Height 1.90m

2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games

Tait made his international debut against the Czech Republic in 2003 after several
years as one of New Zealand's most promising players and is now establishing his
game at the international level. He has dominated the NBL guard awards over
recent seasons, and was voted league MVP and Kiwi MVP in 2005. Tait has been
on four All-Star Fives and his increasing maturity at the point helped Auckland to the
2004 & 2005 titles. His 2006 season and world championship hopes were curtailed
by a broken wrist, but he came back in 07 to share Outstanding Kiwi Guard
honours and challenge for the league scoring title. Tait played for the NZ Breakers
during their first three seasons in the Aussie league, but his season with the Wollongong Hawks
last season was cut short by a shoulder injury.
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Mika Vukona (Harbour Heat/South Dragons)

Forward
Born May 13, 1982 in Suva, Fiji
Height 1.93m

2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games, 2006 FIBA World ~ Championships
Vukona made his international debut on the 2005 tour of China after six years as an
energetic hustler in the NBL. He was voted Outstanding Kiwi Forward in 2005,
obviously benefiting from his role as a development player with the NZ Breakers
over the previous two seasons. A powerful rebounder and relentless defender,
Vukona became a fully contracted player with the Breakers and was voted the
franchise’s 2006 Players’ Player of the Year, but has signed with the South Dragons
for next summer. He was also instrumental in Nelson’s 2007 NBL championship,
compiling “double doubles” in both games of their 2-0 series win over Bay Hawks.

Corey Webster (NZ Breakers)

Guard
Born November 29, 1988 in Auckland
Height 1.89m

Webster is a bolter in this year's NZ Tall Black squad, having never even played in

the national league. The son of NBL legend and current Harbour Heat coach Tony

Webster, he twice won MVP honours while leading Westlake Boys High School to

the NZ Secondary Schools title and was TranSouth Conference Freshman of the

Year while playing for NAIA Lambuth University. Deciding US college life wasn’t for him, Webster
has since signed on as a development player with the NZ Breakers.

Paora Winitana (NZ Breakers/ Bay Hawks)

Guard
Born December 6, 1976 in Hastings
Height 1.95m

2002 FIBA World Championships, 2004 Athens Olympics , 2006 Melbourne
Commonwealth Games, 2006 FIBA World Championships

Winitana was NBL Rookie of the Year in 1996 and debuted for the Tall Blacks in

2002 after missing several seasons on a Mormon mission. He chooses not to play

Sunday for religious reasons and has been ordained as a bishop in his church.

Winitana was included in the '02 world championships roster when centre Tony

Rampton withdrew injured and usually leads the Tall Blacks' pre-match haka

whenever selected. Winitana enjoyed a career season to captain the Hawks to the

2006 NBL title, earning Outstanding Guard, Outstanding Kiwi Guard, All-Star Five

and MVP honours for the season. He was also named MVP of the championship final and shared
Kiwi MVP honours with Taranaki forward Link Abrams in 2007. A foundation member of the NZ
Breakers, he re-signed with them for last season’s Australian NBL.
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Staff

Nenad Vucinic

Coach

2000 Sydney Olympics (player), 2002 FIBA World Cham  pionships, 2004
Athens Olympics, 2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games, 2006 FIBA World
Championships

Born in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, Vucinic came to New Zealand in his teens and
played his entire NBL career for Nelson. He was first selected for the national
team in 1992 and made his last international appearance at the 2000 Sydney
Olympics. As a player, Vucinic was voted to the NBL All-Star Five in 1990, he has
won five NBL Coach of the Year titles (most recently 2006) and guided Nelson to
two titles, 1998 and 2007. He stood down as Giants coach after their most recent
success, and holds the record for most NBL coaching wins (164). After six years
as Tab Baldwin’s assistant, he took over the Tall Blacks reins in 2007 for the Olympic qualifying
series against Australia.

Dean Vickerman Dillon Boucher Grant Chapman
Assistant Coach Video Technician Manager

Claire Dallison Matt Wenham Rob Riley
Trainer Physiotherapist Doctor
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Roster

Name

5 Patrick Mills

7 Luke Kendall

8 Brad Newley

9 CJ Bruton

11 Mark Worthington
12 Glen Saville

13 Chris Anstey

15 Wade Helliwell
20 Joe Ingles

21 Andrew Ogilvy
23 Shawn Redhage
24 David Barlow
Head Coach

Assistant Coaches
Manager

2008 FIBA Olympic Qualifying

Australian
Boomers

Position
Guard
Guard
Guard
Guard
Forward
Forward
Centre
Centre
Forward
Centre
Forward
Forward

Brian Goorjian
Brendan Joyce & Gordon McLeod
Nic Mercer

2007 FIBA Oceania Championships

Result

Beat New Zealand
Beat New Zealand
Lost to New Zealand

Finished

Current World Ranking

79-67
93-67
58-67

Champions
Ninth

Born
11/8/88
25/5/81
18/2/85
13/12/75
8/6/83
17/1/76
1/1/75
10/5/79
2/10/87
17/6/88
21/1/81
22/10/83

Points
Anderson 20
Mills 17
Newley 14
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Height
1.81m
1.93m
1.98m
1.88m
2.02m
1.97m
2.13m
2.13m
2.03m
2.10m
2.03m
2.05m

Rebounds
Mackinnon 7
Two players 6
Mackinnon 8

Club

St Mary’'s College (NCAA)
Sydney Kings

Panionios (Greece)

NZ Breakers

Sydney Kings

Sydney Kings

Melbourne Tigers

Nuova Sebastiani (Italy)
South Dragons
Vanderbilt University (NCAA)
Perth Wildcats

Melbourne Tigers

Assists
Anderson 4
Saville 4
Mackinnon 3
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New Zealand

2007 Oceania Runners Up
World Ranking 13"

The Opposition

Canada
2007 FIBA Americas Championships  Fifth
Yet to qualify for Beijing Olympics

World Ranking 17th

Last Encounter NZ 84 Canada 81 at Waterloo 2002
Lebanon

2007 FIBA Asian Championships Runners Up

Yet to qualify for Beijing Olympics

World Ranking 23rd

Last Encounter ???

Puerto Rico

2007 FIBA Americas Championships  Third
Yet to qualify for Beijing Olympics

World Ranking 12th

Last Encounter Puerto Rico 110 NZ 85 at Jacksonville 2004
Slovenia

2007 FIBA Eurobasket Seventh

Yet to qualify for Beijing Olympics

World Ranking 19th

Last Encounter NZ 74 Slovenia 72 at Macau 2007

Iran

2007 FIBA Asian Champions Seventh

Qualified for Beijing Olympics
World Ranking -
Last Encounter -
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Cape Verde

2007 FIBA African Championships Third
Yet to qualify for Beijing Olympics

World Ranking 56th
Last Encounter -

Germany

2007 FIBA Eurobasket Fifth

Yet to qualify for Beijing Olympics

World Ranking Ninth

Last Encounter Germany 80 NZ 56 at Hiroshima 2006
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