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One on One...

The Olympics are over for another year and China
must be congratulated for the quality event they put
on for all the sports fans of the world to enjoy. Our
very own Tall Ferns ultimately came up short in their
Olympic tournament but congratulations must go to
this team for the hard work and dedication over a
long period of time. Congratulations to Mike McHugh
and his team of athletes and coaches.

Thanks must also go to all NBL franchises for their
input to the review of the NBL. For some years now
there has been talk from all quarters of the need to
look closely at this League, how it operates, what its
key objectives are, and the place it has in the wider
basketball landscape. Within the next week or so the
submissions of the various review participants will be
considered by the board of BBNZ who will then work
closely with the 10 franchises to implement key
governance, operational and management changes
to keep this League at the forefront of the sport.

| have been very fortunate this year to withess our
elite athletes playing for their country on some of the
great basketball courts around the world. | also have
the pleasure of watching my own friends and whanau
playing weekly in our local competitions here in
Wellington and just yesterday managed to spend an
hour at the local secondary schools champs. |
remind myself and our staff that we work for all
participants in the sport, and that all of them have
their own uniqgue demands and pressures but
regardless we have to strive to deliver the best that
we can. Often we are not able to do so but it is not
for want of trying. | commend all those in the sport
who continue to try for the sake of the sport. The
rewards are not always obvious but after watching
the kids yesterday... the rewards are there!

And finally all best wishes to the New Zealand
Breakers as they launch the new ANBL season on
the September 18. We will all watch your progress
with a sense of high expectation after last year’s
great run.

Bounce bounce... Dale Stephens

Chief Executive

We need your help!

Basketball New Zealand would like our
community to have more involvement in the
development and support of Basketball in
New Zealand by attracting potential sponsors.
You can make a huge difference and benefit
through many incentives, while potential
sponsors have the chance to give back to the
community. If you are aware of a company
that would like to increase its exposure and
brand awareness through sport, then we
would like to know. There are many
opportunities at various levels of basketball,
so if you want to know more, please contact
Basketball New Zealand’s Sponsorship
Manager: Paul MclLaren via email:
paul@basketball.org.nz, in the office: 04
4985954, or on his mobile: 0276875375.
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Introducing our Regional Coach and
Player Development Officers

Talent identification and programme development will be two
of the major responsibilities for Basketball New Zealand'’s
four new Regional Coach and Player Development (RCPD)
officers. Mata Cameron (North), Colin Driscoll (Mid-North),
Bill Eldred (Central) and Rachel Gwerder (South) will be
charged with overseeing and implementing BBNZ’'s player
and coach development programmes with associations,
along with age-group talent identification and national
development programme duties. The RCPD officers will be
the contact and support people for association staff
conducting coach and staff development opportunities, will
take leadership roles in the high performance development
programmes, monitor players’ on-going development and
will take director roles at BBNZ's regional and cluster camps.
Eldred is no stranger to BBNZ, working for the organization
in various roles for almost a decade from 1998-2007, while
Cameron, Driscoll and Gwerder have all previously been
involved in the national programme.

[atalGamenoil

Areas responsible for:
Auckland, Waitakere, Harbour and
Northland, Eastern Bays

Cameron, mother of Tall Blacks captain Pero Cameron, will
be responsible for the zone one region, covering Auckland,
Waitakere, Harbour and Northland. Based in Whangarei,
Cameron was the Zena B Gay Award recipient for
contribution to women'’s basketball in 2002 and has a lifetime
of coaching at every level in New Zealand basketball on her
long CV. She has been involved in junior coaching since the
1970s and with New Zealand Koru and national junior teams
since the early 1990s and led Tai Tokerau women’s teams to
national titles in 1999 and 2001.

GolinrSEoll

Areas responsible for:
Counties Manukau, Waikato, Taupo,
Rotorua, Western Bay of Plenty

Welcome from Basketball New Zealand!

Driscoll, also the coach and referee development officer for
Counties Manukau Basketball, will cover zone two, which
includes all Waikato associations, Counties, Taupo, Rotorua
and Western Bay of Plenty. Driscoll has been a long-time
coach in New Zealand and Australia, mainly at junior age-
group level. He has coached at national under-16 level, been
involved in Koru tours for six years and also part of the
Pacific Basketball tours, and has coached either secondary
school or age-group teams since 1976.

Eliiel

Areas responsible for:
Wellington, Manawatu, Taranaki, and
Hawke’s Bay, Wairarapa, Wanganui

American-born Eldred, an early import with Nelson in the
early 1970s, will cover the zone three area, including the
Capital associations, Manawatu, Taranaki, Hawke's Bay and
will share Gisborne/East Coast with Driscoll. Eldred played
and coached Wellington men’s teams in the old national
championships and also played and coached the now-
defunct Centrals in the National Basketball League. He was
assistant coach for short stints with both the senior and
junior women’s national teams in the late 70s and 80s and
returned to help the Wellington Swish to a women’s NBL title
in 2001.

[aelie] Emerien

Areas responsible for:

Nelson, Marlborough, West Coast,
Canterbury, Mid Canterbury, South
Canterbury, Otago, Southland

Dunedin-based Gwerder will oversee the entire South Island,
working with major associations Canterbury, Otago, Nelson
and Southland. Gwerder, who has previously set up
development programmes in Harbour, Waikato and Otago,
has coached within the BBNZ junior programme for nine
years and has been on eight Koru Tours. She has been a
Junior Tall Ferns head and assistant coach, guided national
age-group teams and worked as video coach for the Tall
Ferns.
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Ferns Hit Wall in Beijing

The old basketball adage insists that a good big man will usually beat a good little man. If the Tall Ferns’ experience
at the Beijing Olympics is anything to go by, that rule of thumb applies equally to women. Playing the part of the
plucky underdogs, the Kiwis managed just one win — their opening 76-72 nail-biter over African champions Mali —
from five pool games and too often found themselves marking players several centimetres taller.

In their 59-90 loss to the Czech Republic, they conceded 8cm per player. Starting point guard Angela Marino,
standing just 1.65m, was obliged to match up with the shortest member of the Czech starting five, 1.82m Hana
Machova. While Marino was her team’s best performer, as she was throughout the tournament, Machova led all
scorers for the game with 23 points. The Ferns showed fighting qualities throughout the tournament, but found them
hard to sustain for an entire 40 minutes, often conceding costly runs that put them too far behind to come back.

In their showdown with home team China, New Zealand actually matched their opponents through the third (17-17)
and fourth (15-15) quarters, but had already dug a 22-point hole for themselves. The Czechs crushed them with a
17-2 outburst in the third period, while Spain enjoyed a 16-5 advantage in the opening stanza and scored the final
10 points of an 85-62 rout. Coach Mike McHugh took an

“if it doesn’t kill you, it can only make you stron ger” attitude to the results.

“One of the reasons we are here is so, at the next ~ Olympics, we will have eight or more players with t his
experience.”

When the Ferns progressed to the quarterfinals four years ago in Athens, eight of those players had already
suffered through the 2000 Sydney Olympics, where they lost five of six by an average of 34 points. With an average
age of 23, the majority of this squad has their best years ahead of them. The Tall Ferns’ performances in Beijing
were enough to maintain their world ranking of 16™. Individually, Marino averaged 15.8 points (40.7% 3pt) a game
to rank third among scorers, while captain Aneka Kerr ranked third in free throw percentage (87.5%).

Marino also proved a fan favourite, especially with her 17-point showing in the 60-96 loss to eventual gold
medallists USA. The Basketball New Zealand website (www.basketball.org.nz) enjoyed record 3544 visits the day
after that final pool game, 52% more than the previous high. More than half those visits came from the United
States. “l watched the women’s basketball games of the 2008 Olympics and was very impressed with one of
the New Zealand players, Angela Marino,”  said Michael R Skora of New Hampshire in one of several fan emails
received by BBNZ. “I believe she is listed as being 5ft 5in tall, pla  ying in a much taller person’s game. She
never gave up and seemed to be a spark plug for her  team. She has a fan in NH now.”
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CBL Finals

The 2008 Finals were a time for change in the Conference
Basketball League.

There was no four-peat for Jeff Green and the Actrix
Networks Waikato Titans as the hometown Wellington
Saints held out for a 90-84 win in the championship game

shot off.”

Pongia, Te Huna and Trousdell combined to hit eight
straight free throws in the final two minutes to signal a
changing of the guard in the CBL. Waikato’s Tournament
Team selection Earl Smith finished with 18 points and five
rebounds while Krishna had 14 points and seven rebounds
and Ray Cameron 15 points, nine rebounds and seven
assists.

Earlier, a Matt Doggett runner to open the second quarter
gave Saints a 10-point lead at 28-17 and with tough
defence on the Titans guards out-front, Wellington were
able to hold their lead. Trousdell, who had 12 points in the
first half, hit a late three to stretch the gap out to 14 points
at halftime, 50-36. Saints were able to safely negotiate
Waikato’s press and double-teams in the back-court,
executing well on offence, with Te Huna hitting 3-of-4
threes in the first half to also have 12 points. Pongia, who
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2008 CBL Final Results

Venue: Wellington East Girls College, Wellington Performance Director
Final A unigue opportunity has arisen at Basketball New
Wellington Saints 90 (Arthur Trousdell 23, Matt Te Zealand for a director with extensive senior level

Dalun Smith (Penguins) DIR0908S. For more information on the role and
Troy McLean (Wellington) a job description, please contact Tracy on +64 4
498 5955.
MVP
Arthur Trousdell (Saints) Closing date for applications is Friday 19 "
September 2008
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Introducing BBNZ Coach and Player
Development officers

As a lot of you will know Ollie Dudfield, our Coach and

Player Development Manager, left BBNZ at the end of

Bl Eldel

Coach
Development
Officer

suepeie

Development
Officer

Sue is in charge of the overall management and
coordination of BBNZ'’s Player Development Programme
and pathway. This includes the following key
responsibilities:

The development and implementation of a

Dear Team at BBNZ

I would like to thank the staff at Basketball New Zealand
for the assistance and support you have given me over
the years. | am flying over to the University of Hawaii
this weekend where | will start a new chapter of my
basketball career, and in many ways it is thanks to
you. It is your dedication to the development of the
sport of basketball in New Zealand that has given me
such excellent opportunities to improve my
game. Thank you for everything.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Dew




