
 

Hi all 
 
Well, this is the last newsletter for the year.  So I 
should be the first to wish you all a very Merry Xmas 
and a safe holiday.  I look forward to seeing you all 
next year. 
 
A couple of reminders – please ensure that your 
FIBA Organizer members database is up to date, as 
we will be using these numbers for our AGM to work 
out voting rights. Second, it would be great if you 
and your Executive/Board could take the time to fill 
out my questionnaire and get it back to me by the 
February 6. 
 
Also I would like to thank everyone for all their hard 
work, passion, and time that you have put into the 
game of basketball this year.  It is appreciated and I 
have enjoyed working with each and every one of 
you.  Take a well deserved break and I look forward 
to working with you next year.  Not sure when I will 
be travel worthy, but keeping fingers crossed it will 
be soon. 
 

Travel Safe and Yours in Basketball 
Glenda 

 

Get world class basketball to your 
region! 

 
We are very pleased to announce that Basketball New 
Zealand intends holding several international basketball 
events and we are now seeking expressions of interest 
from our associations and franchises to host these 
events. 
 
These events include: 

·  Tall Blacks Oceania Championship qualifier test 
series vs Australia. 1-2 games 

·  Tall Ferns Oceania Championship qualifier test   
series vs Australia. 1-2 games 

·  FIBA U19 World Championship for Men 2009 – 
pre-tournament games 

·  FIBA U17 Men’s Oceania Championship 
qualifier test series vs Australia. 1-2 games 

·  FIBA U17 Women’s Oceania Championship 
qualifier test series vs Australia. 1-2 games 

·  Three-on-three events  
 
For more information on these awesome events and 
how your application can be considered, please visit 
www.basketball.org.nz/news/eois-wanted. Should you 
wish your application to be considered, please contact 
BBNZ events manager Paul McLaren  directly, either by 
phone on 04 498 5954 or via email 
paul@basketball.org.nz   
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Please note : Tony Holt is no longer our contact for 
Vodafone. Reuben Trugly is the new Vodafone 
Business Consultant for basketball.  
 
Reuben Trugly – Vodafone Business Consultant 
0212 938 908 
 
reubent@digitalmobile.co.nz   
www.digitalmobile.co.nz   

 

    



 

Barbara Wheadon 
 
Basketball New Zealand president Barbara Wheadon has 
stepped down from her position, handing the reins to 
deputy Mel Young until the 2009 annual general meeting 
in Auckland in February.  
 
In her eighth year as president, Wheadon had previously 
signaled her intention not to seek re-election for another 
two-year term, but has decided to stand down 
immediately and officially handed her resignation to the 
BBNZ board at its last meeting on October 30. 
 
Overseas business commitments and work in her other 
basketball roles as president of FIBA Oceania and a 
member of the FIBA Central Board, will keep Wheadon 
out of the country for most of the rest of 2008 and 
January. 
 
With the board due to sign off on BBNZ calendars, 
business and high performance programme plans and 
budgets for 2009 in the next month, Wheadon felt her 
schedule would not allow her to participate in that 
process and decided to step down three months early. 
 

“I wanted to clearly signal that I’m moving on and, with 
the international commitments that I have coming up, I 
just wasn’t going to be around at all,” Wheadon said. “I 
see my job now as furthering the game internationally. 
We’ve got a great board, a great new CEO and great 

staff in the office, so it was a good time for a change in 
leadership.” 

 
Wheadon became a BBNZ board member in 1998, was 
vice president in 2000 and ascended to the presidency in 
2001, taking national basketball administration through a 
major change in professionalism. She was awarded an 
NZOM for service to sport in 2006, following a 30-year 
involvement in basketball, firstly with the North Harbour 
Basketball Association. 
 
Wheadon will continue in her roles with FIBA Oceania 
and the FIBA Central Board until the 2010 World 
Championships. A new BBNZ president will be elected by 
association representatives at the next AGM. 
 

 

�
�

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERS DAY  
December 5, 2008 

 
Basketball New Zealand, like every National Sports 

Organisation (NSO) relies heavily on volunteers 
throughout the community to support its programmes.   

 
International Volunteers Day, is for us a time to 

acknowledge all the volunteers who give their time to 
make a difference to basketball in New Zealand. 

 
ON BEHALF OF ALL BASKETBALL PEOPLE THANK 

YOU FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK! 
 

For more words of thanks from our CEO please 
visit our website www.basketball.org.nz 
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2009 Conference Basketball League 
 
If you would like to enter a team into the 2009 
Conference Basketball League please visit the Basketball 
New Zealand web link for information and forms at  
 
http://www.basketball.org.nz/competitions/confere 
nce-league/cbl-2009/ 
 
The conditions of entry are: 

1 Entry form must be sent to the BBNZ office before 

Friday, February 20, 2009. 

2 Non-refundable entry fee (GST excl.) must be paid 

to BBNZ by Friday, March 6, 2009. Fees are yet to 

be confirmed.  

3 The league will start on Friday, April 24, 2009. 

4 CBL Finals weekend to be hosted by a southern 

conference team; Thursday, August 20, to 

Saturday, August 22, 2009. 

5 Teams must be endorsed by their local affiliated 

basketball association. 

6 All teams must have regular access to email. 

7 All teams are bound by the rules of the League and 

BBNZ. 

 
 

Thanks Barbara 
for all your work 

you have done for 
basketball 
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Women’s Academy 
 
The New Zealand Women’s Academy is a new 
initiative to provide a pathway for elite 18-to-22 year-
old female players. There has been a development 
gap identified between graduating from the U18 and 
the Junior Tall Ferns level and making the huge leap 
up to the national women’s team, the Tall Ferns. 
 
The Academy has come about through the strong 
relationship and backing of the North Shore YMCA 
and CEO John Fairhurst, and the Basketball Futures 
Academy group (BFA). 
 
Basketball New Zealand has now endorsed the 
programme and is fully supportive of the BFA group 
and North Shore YMCA. Helen and Mike Lacey have 
been the driving forces in getting this programme to 
realisation, and as part of their proposal they have 
secured the backing of the YMCA for the next three 
years. 
 
The first Academy trial camp is on December 12-14, 
2008, with a further five camps to follow in 2009. All 
camps are to be based out of the North Shore YMCA.  
 
The plan is for local Auckland athletes to provide 
billeting / hosting opportunities where needed for out-
of-town athletes to attend, in the hope of reducing the 
overall cost of the programme.  
 
Further to this, the Academy will also be approaching 
local government, businesses and sponsors for 
ongoing support.  
 
Basketball New Zealand is supporting the new NZ 
Women’s Academy program via administration 
services, coaching support and promotion of the 
programme throughout the local Associations and 
members. 
 
The December camp will be utilised as the trial-and-
selection camp for 2008-09, therefore ensuring an 
equal and fair environment for all invited players to 
perform at their best.  
 
The Academy will select 20 athletes aged in the 18-22 
year category, while also including a further four spots 
for development players.  
 
 

Looking good? 
 
Do you want to wear the Silver Fern in 2009?  
 
This is your chance to celebrate the tradition of our 
game as well as looking good! Basketball New 
Zealand is currently working on a variety of 
merchandise opportunities in order to cope with the 
large demand we have experienced in NZ and 
overseas. 
 
Wearing Tall Blacks and Tall Ferns gear, we can all 
help to promote our game as well as give back to the 
communities that make it happen. Basketball New 
Zealand would like to get our local associations and 
the basketball community involved in the process, and 
provide them revenue opportunities. 
 

Can we help you? 
 
What is happening in your region and how can we 
help?  
 
We are basketball, and we want to know what events 
are happening around the country so we can show our 
support and give you a helping hand. 
 
Basketball New Zealand is really looking forward to 
your feedback. Please let us also know what we could 
do to support and to make your work easier. Whatever 
your concerns are – from approaching potential 
sponsors over organisational issues to just sharing our 
experience in running events – we would be pleased 
to help your community. Let’s work together for the 
good of basketball! 
 

Free Sports Websites Worth Millions 
Up For Grabs 

 
Every sports club in the country can now get their own 
free website, thanks to an innovative approach to 
supporting sports nationwide. 
 
Sportsground.co.nz is giving away more than five 
million dollars worth of websites to over 6,500 sports 
clubs and organisations around New Zealand.  
 
For more information visit:  
http://www.sportsground.co.nz/About.asp  
 
 



 

 

A big thank you to all Basketball New 
Zealand sponsors 

 
It has been another big year in 2008 with tournaments 
throughout the country and the Tall Ferns competing at 
the Beijing Olympics. Our sponsors play an important 
part in helping our teams achieve success whether it is 
with our grass roots or our national teams competing on 
a global scale. 
 
Sponsors provide the resources we need to build 
successful teams and programmes, so Basketball New 
Zealand would like to take this opportunity to say thank 
you to our sponsors for all the support you have given us 
in 2008. We are eager to start another successful year 
and look forward to working with you in 2009. 
 
2009 is a huge year for Basketball New Zealand with the 
FIBA U19 World Championships for Men, FIBA World 
Championship qualifiers for the U17 Men and Women, as 
well as our Tall Blacks, Tall Ferns, and our regular 
national tournaments and programmes. 
 
Proud sponsor of Basketball New Zealand and 
referees  
Road Safety Trust  was a new partner of Basketball New 
Zealand for 2008, so welcome to our family. The Road 
Safety Trust has recently launched its ‘Keep your eyes 
on the action’ campaign by making drivers more aware of 
the road. It is great to have you on board and we pledge 
to promote road safety. Thanks for your support. 
www.roadsafety.govt.nz  
 
Proud sponsor of the NBL and the Tall Blacks 
Ibis  3 star hotels offer excellent value for money and 
convenient locations with friendly and helpful staff 24/7. 
Our partnership is in its second year and we appreciate 
all their support. Thanks Ibis. www.accorhotels.co.nz  
 
Proud sponsor of the Secondary Schools 
Championships 
Furnware  is your information resource when planning 
your school’s furniture programme. Represented at all 
our major grass roots tournaments throughout the 
country, Furnware have 
helped us grow our junior talent. We thank you, 
Furnware. www.furnware.co.nz  
 

 

 
 
Proud sponsor of the NBL 
McDouall Stuart Group Ltd  is an independently owned 
Australasian investment banking and share-broking 
group offering financial expertise with a true competitive 
advantage. This is the first year as a Basketball New 
Zealand partner so welcome to the family. We hope to 
exceed all expectations and needs.  Your support is 
much appreciated, so we thank you McDouall Stuart. 
www.mcdouallstuart.co.nz  
 
Proud sponsor of our elite national teams 
Brandex  came on board earlier this year with the new 
and exciting product called Skins.  It has been used by 
our national teams at the highest level, including the Tall 
Ferns wearing this gear at the Beijing Olympics. Thanks 
for your support and we look forward to working with you 
next year. Thanks Brandex. www.brandex.co.nz  
 
Proud sponsor of Basketball New Zealand 
Molten  has been the exclusive basketball supplier to 
Basketball New Zealand for over three years and their 
continued support is much appreciated. Molten's 
technology pushes gripping, rebounding and other ball 
control possibilities to the limits and this is why we wish 
to continue our partnership. We thank you, Molten. 
 
Proud sponsor of Basketball New Zealand 
Tournaments 
Kraft  (Oreo)  is the largest branded food and beverage 
company in the United States and the second largest 
worldwide, with Oreo being the number one selling 
cookie in the world. Their Oreo brand has been a partner 
with Basketball New Zealand and represented at all 
major age-group tournaments for a number of years. It all 
starts at grass roots level and you are doing a great job 
supporting its development. Thanks Kraft Oreo. 
 
There are many sponsorship opportunities in 2009 and 
we intend to work closer with our current sponsors to add 
value to our programmes. We are always looking for 
potential sponsors and your help is always welcome. If 
you know of anyone that may be interested please give 
me a call or email and I promise to get in touch. All the 
best for 2009. 
 
Paul McLaren 
Sponsorship, Marketing & Events Coordinator 
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Thank you our sponsors, you 
deserve a round of applause! 
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 Secondary School Awards -  

Congratulations to…  
 
Winning back-to-back national secondary schools 
championships has translated into regional awards for 
members of the St Patrick’s College basketball team. 
 
After guiding St Pat’s to their third straight final and second 
title, coach Pete Ruscoe, in his final year on the sidelines, 
took home the male coach of the year at the College Sport 
Wellington awards last week, while two other awards came 
the team’s way. 
 
Brook Ruscoe, MVP at the secondary schools nationals for 
the second straight year and leading scorer for the Junior 
Tall Blacks this year, claimed the boys basketballer of the 
year honour while the team, which defeated Hamilton’s 
Fraser High 94-92 in championship thriller, won boys team 
of the year. 
 
Sacred Heart College’s Jasmine Davis, a member of the 
New Zealand under-18 and Emerging Junior Tall Ferns 
squads, was named girls basketballer of the year. 
 
Ashburton College’s Hannah Mackay, who led Canterbury 
to the under-19 national title and represented New Zealand 
at under-18 and Junior Tall Ferns level this year, took away 
the female sportsperson of the year award at the Aoraki 
Secondary Schools Sports Awards. 
 
Down South, New Zealand under-16 and Emerging Junior 
Tall Ferns rep Morgan Hunter (James Hargest College) 
claimed the junior girls overall award at the Southland 
Secondary Schools Sports Awards. 
 
At the ASB College Sport Awards In Auckland, Junior Tall 
Blacks Rob Loe (Westlake Boys High) and Junior Tall Fern 
Jordan Hunter (St Kentigern College) took home 
basketballer of the year awards, while national under-16 
rep Aleesha Coulter (Epsom Girls Grammar) and fellow 
basketballer Kayla Cullen (Auckland Girls Grammar) won 
all rounder awards. Congratulations to all involved!  

One on One…  
 
At the end of my first year at BBNZ, I reflect on the 
multitude of activities we have delivered in 2008.  We 
started the year by sending a huge contingent on the 
Koru Tour programme to Australia.  We have delivered 
40 tournaments around the country, operated two nation-
wide leagues, sent the Tall Blacks to Australia and 
Europe, the Tall Ferns to Australia, Asia, Europe and the 
Beijing Olympics and have sent six other age-group 
teams to tournaments all over the world.  We have 
reviewed the NBL and handed governance and 
operational management of the league to the franchises.  
On top of that we have won the hosting rights to the FIBA 
U19 World Championship for Men and have made huge 
progress in preparing for this event in July next year. 
 
Alongside the great ‘ups’, we have had our share of 
‘downs’.  The Sirens programme failed in Christchurch 
and attempts are underway to relocate the team for the 
2009–10 season.   
 
The NBL provided its own share of turbulence and the 
office has struggled with stretched resources.  The 
current economic and financial crisis has put extreme 
pressure on our 2009 budget and we are reviewing all of 
our operations.  This includes reviewing all our 
tournament and league entry fees and may lead to 
different fees for next year – not our preference but we 
are in tough times out there. 
 
My end of year picks are: 
 
Highlight of the year:   the AA Secondary Schools 
Nationals at Palmerston North 
 
Low point of the year:  the Sirens losing their support at 
the 11th hour of negotiations 
 
Player of the year:  Jake Ashby (St Pats) – great attitude 
and a huge work rate 
 
Game of the year:  The Tall Ferns beating Australia at 
the Goodwill Games 
 
Basketball memory of the year:  Theo Papaloukas, the 
Greek Captain calming the Athens crowd so the Tall 
Blacks haka could be heard 
 
To all basketball players, officials, supporters, 
administrators, fans and volunteers I hope you have a 
wonderful Christmas experience and rebound strong for 
the New Year! 
 

Bounce bounce… 
 

Dale Stephens, Chief Executive 
 
 

 

Hours over Christmas: BBNZ head office will be 
closed for Christmas on Friday, December 19 and will 
open again on Monday, January 5, 2009.  For urgent 
enquiries please try staff mobile numbers that can be 

found on our website.  

From everyone at BBNZ we hope you have a Merry 
Christmas and a happy holiday and we look 

forward to hearing from you in the New Year ! 
 

 
 

  


