
Hi all, 
 
The last couple of weeks I have been talking with 
gaming machine trusts.  It has been an interesting 
exercise.  Especially with the economic downturn 
we are facing and so are they.  Less people are 
playing the pokies as the money in homes gets 
tighter and the possibilities of losing jobs become a 
reality. 
 
You may ask yourself at this point where I am going 
with this? Over the last 18months, BBNZ has rolled 
out with you all the FIBA Organizer and the majority 
of you have continued to use it to its full capacity.  
This software can assist you with funding and/or 
sponsorship deals.  Why you may ask?  It gives you 
a true value of what your association is worth.   
 
If you continue to update your membership 
database and you have filled in the basic categories 
eg: Full name, DOB, age, M/F, ethnicity (and most 
of you should also be asking for email addresses, so 
you can communicate directly to them or promoting 
myFIBA) then you can give true and accurate 
demographics. 
 
If you are using the FIBA Organizer database, then 
you are also assisting BBNZ, when they go looking 
for national sponsors that we are looking to flow 
downwards, but mostly with the likes of Sparc. 
 
We all need to be working together in this economic 
climate to ensure that each and every one of us are 
able to find funding/sponsorship so the sport of 
basketball benefits. Sports at the moment that are 
doing a great job with their demographics and 
databases are: rowing, cycling, touch, athletics, 
soccer, netball and, of course, rugby.   
 
Let’s take a lead from them and join the ranks. So if 
you haven’t updated your database in the last six 
months, now is the time.  BBNZ will be making 
some of the categories compulsory soon, so we are 
all capturing the right information.  This will be 
happening in the next month. 
 
Also, if you have a great fundraising idea and would 
like to share it, please send it to me and I will  
 

forward it onto all.  In this newsletter is an idea 
for fundraising that Western Bay of Plenty has 
given me. 
 
Reminder:  Can you please ensure that you get 
a letter of support from BBNZ before you put 
your gaming machine grants in, as it will speed 
up the process, especially with the major trusts.  
 
Take care and yours in sport 
�������
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A letter from Maketu Pies 
 
Are your representative players looking to 
fundraise for their upcoming tournaments? 
 
To help them achieve their goals, Rick Burton, 
sales manager of Maketu Pies, with the support 
of Karen and Grant Wilson, owners of Maketu 
Pies, are proud to support basketball and their 
representative programmes. 
 
We at Maketu Pies will donate $2.75 per family 
pie sold (pies cost $6.50 each including GST). 
For example, if a team sells 100 pies we will 
donate $275.00 to your basketball association, 
who in turn will give this money to the 
representative team that is fundraising. 
 
The representative team coordinator for your 
association can fax all orders through to Maketu 
Pies say on a Friday and can pick up the pies 
the following week for distribution. Alternatively, 
other delivery arrangements can be made with 
Rick Burton. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call on 0800 forpies (367 7437) or 
021 245 0707. 
 
Kind regards 

 
Rick Burton  
Sales Manager Maketu Pies 

 
 
 
Email: 
rick@maketupies.co.nz 
Ph: 07 533 2358 
Fax 07 533 2690 
Mobile: 021 245 0707 
 
Maketu Pies 
RG & KM Wilson Ltd 
C/- New Zealand Post 
Maketu   
BOP 

 

 

 

Green appointed as Emerging Tall 
Blacks Coach 
 
Four-time National Basketball League champion 
coach Jeff Green will make his return to top-level 
basketball in June. Basketball New Zealand has 
confirmed his appointment as the Emerging Tall 
Blacks (U21) head coach on Thursday for the 
FIBA Oceania Tournament in Saipan, Northern 
Mariana Islands, from June 21-27. 
Green, 50, has been a colourful and often 
controversial figure throughout his coaching 
career, a factor that has probably seen him 
passed over for previous national positions. 
Green was last in charge of a national team 
huddle in 2002, with the New Zealand Maori 
men’s team.  
 
 “We’re aware some may consider this a big call,” 
BBNZ national teams general manager Grant 
Chapman said. “Ultimately, Jeff got the job 
because he has an outstanding record in all 
domestic levels of the game, from the NBL to the 
age-groups, and we’re curious to see how he does 
at an international level. “But Basketball New 
Zealand expects a high standard of conduct from 
its national teams and Jeff knows his future in the 
programme is in his own hands.” 
 
Green’s appointment is only for the FIBA Oceania 
Tournament, where New Zealand will send U21 
development men’s and women’s teams to 
compete against other Oceania region national 
senior teams. “I’m elated to get this opportunity,” 
Green said. “I think I’ve done my penance and like 
Lazarus, I’m living again. 
“I will take this opportunity and give it everything I 
have. I hope to show the powers that be that I 
deserve this chance and also show my basketball 
prowess as a national coach.” 
 
Green, the NZ Breakers first coach in the 
Australian NBL in 2003, coached Hutt Valley to 
NBL titles in 1991 and 1993, and the Waikato 
Titans to back-to-back championships 2001-02. 
He last coached in the national league in 2003, 
taking the Titans within overtime of a third straight  
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National Age-Group Teams Named 
 
Basketball New Zealand confirmed four national 
junior age-group squads on Wednesday for 
tournaments in Australia later this year. 
 
The Emerging Junior Tall Blacks and Ferns 
squads will contest the FIBA Oceania U17 
Championships in Brisbane in August while the 
U16 teams travel to Ulverstone, Tasmania, in July 
for the Australia U16 Championships. 
Three members of New Zealand’s U18 team that 
took bronze at the Australian Youth Olympic 
Festival – James Ashby (West Auckland), Michael 
Karena (Nelson) and Kirk Rangiawha 

title, and also guided the Titans to a championship 
three-peat in the Conference 
 
Basketball League, New Zealand’s second-tier 
league, from 2005-07 and took Hutt Valley to the 
second division title in 1989. 
 
In recent years, Green has become more active in 
national age-group tournaments, taking Hamilton’s 
Fraser High to the 2008 AA Secondary Schools 
National Championships final. “I believe that I 
have more passion for the game than most people 
and that’s what has made me so successful. 
 
“I’ve got years of experience, I coached for a year 
in Iceland and more importantly, with this age-
group, I’ve seen them grow up in front of my own 
eyes. I know this age-group extremely well.” 
Counties Manukau’s Tania Hunter, the 2008 
Junior Tall Ferns assistant coach, will guide the 
Emerging Tall Ferns (U21) at the same FIBA 
Oceania Tournament. 
 
Trust Funding Letters - Clubs 
 
Thanks to all the associations who have submitted 
requests for funding letters. The process will 
always be slower at the start of the financial year 
but we are steaming ahead now with letters 
provided in a short space of time. 
 
One matter that has come up is the situation with 
club applications. The process we are using, 
which seems to be working well, is as follows: 
The club provides to BBNZ, directly or through 
their association, a copy of their completed 
application form and resolution.  

·  A document should accompany the above, 
preferably a letter, from the association 
concerned confirming the club is 
“associated” with them.  

·  BBNZ prepares usual letter recognising 
that the club is part of the association and 
that the association is a financial member 
of BBNZ.  

 
If there are any questions or comments please 
feel free to contact Cath Kara at 
cath@basketball.org.nz. 
 

Premiership Technical 
Commissioners Thank You 

 
Thank you to the technical commissioners who 
performed admirably and worked very hard to 
look after the officiating side of premierships.  
 
BBNZ wants to acknowledge them here in the 
community newsletter for their associations and 
other basketballers to see who does some of the 
hard graft behind the scenes: 
 
U17 premierships: 
Zone 1: Whangarei – Jackie Fong 
Zone 2: Taupo – Matt Cursons 
Zone 3: Napier – Brenda Campbell 
Zone 4: Dunedin – Charles Serong 
 
U19 premierships: 
Zone 1: North Harbour – Christine Chase-Hapi 
Zone 2: Tauranga – Matt Cursons 
Zone 3: Wellington – Peter Rodgers 
Zone 4: Christchurch – Nic Warren 
 
This year, BBNZ has been appointing technical 
commissioners early so they can get on and get 
your teams referees. Please support them in 
making your tournaments enjoyable and your 
referee experience valuable. BBNZ thanks you 
along with the rest of the basketball community. 
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 (Waikato) – headline the Emerging JTBs team, 
coached by Waikato’s Doug Courtney. 
 
The Emerging JTFs has a strong Waikato flavour, 
with three members of the association’s U15 
national championships team – tournament MVP 
Veshae Asaua-Wilkinson, Kalani Purcell and 
Rhaiah Spooner-Knight – along with Georgia 
Agnew. Nelson’s Hana Wilkinson was the only 
other U15 tournament teamer named in the team, 
coached by Rotorua’s Sue Pene. 
Both Emerging squads will also contest next 
week’s BBNZ U21 National Championships in 
Tauranga from May 6-9, giving them valuable 
preparation game time. 
 
Six tournament team selections – MVP Kurt 
Heatherley (Waikato), Tim Apisai (Counties 
Manukau), Logan Botica (West Auckland), Scott 
Cameron (Nelson), Mat Lacey (Harbour) and 
Hoani Walker-Te Pania (Porirua) - from last year’s 
U15 national championships fill out the core of 
Seth Weakley’s U16 boys team.  
Isabella Lawrence (Waitakere City), Deena 
Franklin (Harbour) and Alex Svoboda (North 
Canterbury) were the three U15 tournament team 
players included in Rachel Gwerder’s U16 girls 
line-up. 
 
Emerging Junior Tall Blacks 
James Ashby (West Auckland), Phillip Baldwin 
(New Plymouth), Alonzo Burton (Hawke’s Bay),  
Tamaki Courtney (Waikato), Magnus Holding 
(Harbour), Thomas Ingham (Nelson), Michael 
Karena (Nelson), Jordan Ngatai (Porirua), Te Aro 
Pairama-Lewington (Wellington), Kirk Rangiawha 
(Waikato), Czebalos Smiler (Hawke’s Bay), Tim 
Wyatt (Harbour) 
Non-travelling reserves: Elliott Noble (Canterbury), 
Clayton Rosa (Australia) 
 
Coach: Doug Courtney 
Assistant coach: Colin Driscoll 
Manager: Shona Miller 
 
Emerging Junior Tall Ferns 
Georgia Agnew (Waikato), Veshae Asaua-
Wilkinson (Waikato), Aleesha Coulter (Counties 
Manukau), Megan Craig (Whangarei), Penina 
Davidson (Waitakere City), Kayla Kiriau 

 (Wellington), Shannon Perrett (Nelson), Kalani 
Purcell (Waikato), Rhaiah Spooner-Knight 
(Waikato), Josie Stockill (Hawke’s Bay), 
Moengaroa Subritzky (Waitakere City), Hana 
Wilkinson (Nelson) 
Non-travelling reserves: Dallas Frederikson 
(South Canterbury), Renee Johnson (Otago), 
Alicia McEwen (Palmerston North) 
 
Coach: Sue Pene 
Assistant coach: Sarah Molisa 
Manager: Robyn Ruka 
 
U16 Boys 
Tim Apisai (Counties Manukau), Logan Botica 
(West Auckland), Scott Cameron 
 

Does your association need support to 
help cover its costs? 
 
Basketball New Zealand (BBNZ) can help 
support your association by approaching 
potential national sponsors to help cover many 
of the areas where finding finance is difficult. 
BBNZ, with the help of associations around 
the country, needs to gather data on the main 
costs to an association in the following areas: 
 

·  Transport – flights and rental vehicles 
·  Accommodation – backpackers, 

motels, hotels 
·  Utilities – phone, fax, internet, and 

photocopier 
·  Insurance – all insurance 
·  Uniforms – numbers of uniforms 

required 
 

BBNZ has sent this information out in an easy 
to read spreadsheet, and once all association 
information has come back, it will put BBNZ in 
a strong position to seek sponsorship and/or 
discounted rates. BBNZ will send all the 
results to the associations so that you are able 
to seek national sponsors also. Together we 
can make a difference, but alone it is difficult. 
 
Paul McLaren paul@basketball.org.nz  
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2009 CBL – “To Be or Not To Be?” 
 

 
 
The CBL season start date came and went with 
only a small number of teams the league didn’t 
start. Since then – there has been much talk, 
chatter, and pondering over the CBL, its history, 
its status and its future.  
 
BBNZ is committed to the CBL, with its 
development potential and pathway opportunity 
for basketballers and the game of basketball in 
New Zealand. 
 
Currently there are “structural” concerns around 
the CBL for 2009 and while BBNZ stands 
committed to the CBL, the BBNZ board is 
currently reviewing the situation, along with 
other challenges and opportunities around the 
CBL in general. 
 
We again seek your patience as current 
resources within BBNZ head office reprioritize 
work commitments. 
 
For any further information watch the BBNZ 
website or contact Cath Kara at 
cath@basketball.org.nz 
 

 (Nelson), Taylar Davidson (Nelson), Kurt 
Heatherley (Waikato), Aaron Keppler (Waikato), 
Mat Lacey (Harbour), Reuben Te Rangi (Counties 
Manukau), Hoani Walker-Te Pania (Porirua), 
Joshua Young (Counties Manukau) 
Non-travelling reserves: Quentin Potts (West 
Auckland), Corey Te Tai (Whangarei), Mark Kelly 
(Western Bay of Plenty), Sam McIlwaine 
(Australia) 
 
Coach: Seth Weakley 
Assistant coach: Dale Sharp 
Manager: Gerard Mullin  
 
U16 Girls 
Jaime Campbell (Marlborough), Deena El Shall-
Puketapu (Hawke’s Bay), Deena  
Franklin(Harbour), Morgan Hunter (Southland), 
Isabella Lawrence (Waitakere City), Emma Mayo 
(Wellington), Morgan Roberts (Waitakere City), 
Alex Svoboda (North Canterbury), Te Aomihia 
Watene (Waikato), Meaghan Wilby (Wellington) 
Non-travelling reserves: Marnie Block (North 
Canterbury), Te Oramae Solomon (West 
Auckland), Faustina Tuala (Waitakere City), 
Monique Hornby (New Plymouth) 
 
Coach: Rachel Gwerder 
Assistant coach: Sean Fuller 
Manager: Rena Keightley 
 

Congratulations to all! 
 
Premiership Feedback - Referees 
 
This year BBNZ adopted a practice of appointing 
technical commissioners for tournaments as early 
as possible. The technical commissioner then 
works on identifying and securing referees for their 
tournaments.  
 
The U17 and U19 premierships were the first 
tournaments off the rank, with technical 
commissioners working hard from a very early 
stage. Both tournaments ran relatively smoothly, 
from the referee perspective, with enough referees 
at each event. 
 
Some challenges included: teams not nominating  

referees, nominated referees not arriving, 
nominated referees unable to officiate. But all 
games did have two referees and referees were 
doing an acceptable number of games every 
day. 
 
There were a couple of clarifications required: 
1. Host association referees - there may be 
some confusion regarding local/host 
associations obligations around referees. These 
associations are required to nominate referees 
for their team(s) as part of the usual entry 



Skins sale! 
Brandex is a great sponsor of Basketball New Zealand 
by providing our national teams with the compression 
gear they need to perform at their best. You now have a 
chance to win an apparel sponsorship for you and your 
team. Check out their website www.skins.co.nz  
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process, they are not exempt. The reason this 
is so important is because the technical 
commissioner will utilise the local referee pool 
to fill gaps in their referee roster where 
possible. Gaps created by teams, for example, 
without nominated referees. Their obligation is 
to fill the roster to ensure teams have sufficient 
referees and that referees officiate a realistic 
number of games. 
 
2. Timing of referee nominations – nothing has 
changed here. The timing is as per the entry 
requirements. The practice of placing TBA or 
TBC on the entry form will be taken as no 
referee nominated. BBNZ will raise invoices 
for teams who fail to furnish nominated 
referees, including their contact details, in the 
time required. Once the referee is nominated 
the technical commissioner can liaise directly 
with them to ensure appropriate game timings 
and availability.  
 
For premierships, referee attendance at the 
tournaments is the responsibility of the 
association they are travelling with. They 
should be considered as a member of the 
“team”. These costs include accommodation. 
BBNZ financially rewards the referee with a 
game fee, and the possibility of selection for 
official duties at nationals and/or other BBNZ 
related events. 
 
There are only a limited number of referees 
who have time available to commit to 
tournaments, particularly those occurring on 
work days, please have respect for that fact. 
When you fail to nominate/provide a referee, 
the technical commissioner is left with a gap in 
their roster. We could see a situation where 
there is only one referee available for your 
game.  
 
Please, please, ensure your referee is 
available, is coming and is able to officiate for 
the duration of the tournament. We are asking 
you to help us help make your tournaments 
enjoyable, safe, and memorable for all the 
right reasons – quality basketball.  
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FIBA News 
 
FIBA, in cooperation with Basketball New 
Zealand, would like to announce the launching 
of newzealand2009.fiba.com, the official website 
for the FIBA U19 World Championship for Men 
that will take place in Auckland (New Zealand) 
from July 2-12, 2009. 
 
newzealand2009.fiba.com includes all-event 
related information on the world's most 
prestigious basketball youth championship and 
will feature, during the competition itself, live 
results and stats of all games, game reports and 
previews, hundreds of action photos, interviews 
and blogs. 
 
The ninth edition of the FIBA U19 World 
Championship, a tournament featuring 16 teams 
comprised of players born in 1990 or after, will 
be played in the 5.000-seat North Shore Event 
Centre and in the 2.500-seat ASB Stadium 
located in Auckland, New Zealand.  
 
 
FIBA U19 World Championship - Event 
outline 
  
As of 2007, the FIBA U19 World Championship 
for Men is played every two years, in odd years. 
The FIBA U19 World Championship, which was 
first played in 1979 in Brazil, determines the best 
basketball nation of the world in this age 
category.  
 
Current icons such as Andrew Bogut (Australia), 
Vince Carter (United States), Pau Gasol (Spain), 
Andrei Kirilenko (Russia) and Luis Scola 
(Argentina) have all played in previous FIBA 
U19 World Championships.  

The USA has won the tournament’s gold medal 
three times (1979, 1983 and 1991), while Serbia 
(2007), Australia (2003), Greece (1995), Spain 
(1999) and Yugoslavia (1987) have each 
captured the title once.  
 

 

IInnttrroodduucciinngg……  
 

 
 
Association:  North Harbour 
School:  Westlake Boys High School 
CBL Teams:  Northside, JTB/Breakers 
Position:  Centre 
Born:  August 5, 1991 at Leicester, England 
 
National Teams:  NZ U16, Junior Tall Blacks 
National Tournament Honours:  NZ U19 
MVP (twice), NZ U17 MVP, three NZ U17 
championships, NZ Secondary Schools 
tournament team (three times), two NZ SS 
championships 
Career Highlight:  Starting at an 
international tournament 
Career Ambition:  Play in the NBA 
Role Models:  Mother and brother 
What do you enjoy most about 
basketball?  Winning games 
 
Favourites  
Coach: Phil Jackson 
Team: LA Lakers 
All-Star Five: Magic Johnson, Kobe Bryant, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Karl Malone & 
Andrew Bynum 
TV Show: Heroes 
Video Game: Grand Theft Auto 
Movie: Batman -The Dark Knight 
Food: Burgers 
 
 

Rob Loe 

Junior Tall 
Black 

 



 

   Issue 17, April 2009 

JTB Squad 
 
From a pre-Christmas extended squad of 30, the NZ 
Junior Tall Blacks squad for July’s 2009 FIBA U19 
World Championship for Men in Auckland has almost 
reached its final form. 
 
Head coach Kenny McFadden and his coaching staff, 
including assistant Judd Flavell, video technician 
Joszef Molnar and technical advisor Mike McHugh, 
trimmed the squad to 15 following the JTBs third 
preparation camp at Te Rauparaha Arena in Porirua 
over Easter. 
 
Porirua’s Matt Aird and Tipene Friday, Nelson’s Josh 
Bloxham and Hutt Valley’s Riki Buckrell, who all made 
their JTB debuts at the Big V Pre-season Tournament 
in Melbourne last month survived, along with fellow 
rookie, Otago’s Tom Rowe, while five players who 
suited up for the JTBs in 2008 did not escape the cut. 
Also included in the squad were Richie Edwards, Dion 
Prewster and James Holland, who have not been part 
of this JTBs process to date, with high school and 
junior college commitments in the USA. Returning 
players include Canterbury point guard Logan van 
Beek, Porirua shooting guard Brook Ruscoe, Harbour 
centre Rob Loe, Wellington’s David Beck and Hemi 
Pairama-Lewington, and Otago’s Sam King and 
Morgan Nathan. 
 
“It’s starting to get really serious,” McFadden said. “It’s 
time to start fine-tuning. The last cut we had and now 
this cut, it’s very close. There’s not much difference 
talent-wise between the players”. “It’s just who do we 
think we can do our best with in those first round 
games against Argentina, Croatia and Kazakhstan. 
That’s what it’s all about. We need players who are 
versatile and can cover different positions.” 
 
Holland will return to New Zealand in mid-May and be 
worked-out by McFadden, while Prewster will return in 
late-May and Edwards in early-June. “We’ve still got 
our last cut to do, down to 12, that will be at the end of 
May and that will be the 12 that go to the world 
championship. We’ll pick probably four reserves that 
will be there in case we have some injuries. 
 
“We pretty much know what Dion and Richie bring to  
 

the table but we need to see what James Holland 
can do.” 
 
Counties Manukau’s Poutu Edwards, Waitakere 
City’s Duane Bailey, Nelson’s Adam Rainbird and 
Wellington’s Tom du Chatenier and Thomas 
Webb, who all represented the JTBs last year, 
missed the cut, as did Auckland’s David Garbett 
Ovens, while Melbourne-based Te Puao Silver 
was also elminated from consideration. 
 
Between now and late-May, when the squad will 
re-assemble in Porirua for the final preparation 
phase, the group is split between Auckland and 
Wellington, with specific workout and training 
schedules. 
 
Ruscoe, Friday, Buckrell, Beck, Pairama-
Lewington and Aird train with McFadden, and 
occasionally with the Wellington Saints, in the 
capital. Van Beek, who has joined the Auckland 
Stars squad, Rowe, Loe, King and Nathan train 
with Flavell as part of the NZ Breakers Academy 
on the North Shore, while Bloxham is based in 
Nelson as a starter with the Nelson Giants, where 
Molnar is assistant coach. 
 
The 2009 FIBA U19 World Championship, 
featuring 16 of the best U19 teams in the world, 
will be held at the North Shore Events Centre and 
ASB Stadium from July 2-12. 
 
NZ Junior Tall Blacks Squad 
Matt Aird (Porirua), James Holland (USA), David 
Beck (Wellington), Josh Bloxham (Nelson), Riki 
Buckrell (Hutt Valley), Richie Edwards (USA), 
Tipene Friday (Porirua), Sam King (Otago), Rob 
Loe (Harbour), Morgan Nathan (Otago), Hemi 
Pairama-Lewington (Wellington), Dion Prewster 
(USA), Tom Rowe (Otago), Brook Ruscoe 
(Porirua), Logan van Beek (Canterbury) 
 
Head coach: Kenny McFadden 
Assistant coach: Judd Flavell 
Video Technician: Joszef Molnar 
Technical Advisor: Mike McHugh 
Manager: Debbie Webb 
Programme Director: Deslea Wrathall 
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Australia U18 Championships 
 
After a run of losses, the NZ U18 men closed out 
their Basketball Australia U18 Championships 
campaign with a win on Friday.  
 
Harbour’s Shaquille Hohipa-Wilson and Wellington’s 
Nick Davies produced big double-doubles as the 
Kiwi men, coached by Deslea Wrathall, ended a six-
game losing streak with a 79-65 win over Northern 
Territory for 13th in Gawler, South Australia. 
Hohipa-Wilson produced 25 points (5/10 FG, 4/6 
3pt, 11/14 FT), 17 rebounds, three assists and three 
steals in 36 minutes as NZ (1-6) took control in the 
middle quarters for their first win. Davies went for 19 
points (5/14 FG, 3/3 3pt, 6/13 FT), 12 boards and 
four blocks in 32 minutes, while Palmerston North’s 
Ryan Funnell and Michael Clarke also scored in 
double-digits with 10 points each.  
 
Funnell added five assists and five rebounds, while 
Rotorua’s Ruihana Te Nahu managed seven points. 
NZ, who shot a healthy 42.3 percent from the floor 
and 10-of-20 on three-point attempts, trailed by five 
after the first quarter but took control in the second, 
outscoring NT 21-15, before putting the result 
beyond doubt with a 24-10 third period. Otago’s 
Samara Gallaher took more than half the NZ U18 
women’s field goal attempts, shooting 5-of-27 and 
finishing with 14 points, as they fell 46-35 to 
Northern Territory to finish 14th. 
 
Gallaher recorded a double-double, also pulling 
down 11 rebounds, while Nelson’s Jess Bygate had 
eight boards, and Rotorua’s Hana Tapiata five 
points and six rebounds. NZ (0-7) were behind by 
only six points heading into the fourth period but 
closed out the game with more turnovers (six) than 
points (five). A 15-12 third quarter got them back 
into the game after Darryl Pene’s team had fallen 
behind by nine points at halftime. 
 
Hohipa-Wilson averaged 16.2 points, 8.8 rebounds 
and 2.0 assists in five games at the tournament, 
while Davies averaged 14.1 points, 8.3 rebounds 
and 1.7 blocks in seven games. Thames Valley’s 
Ihaka Steel also had 7.6 points and 3.4 boards per 
game, while Funnell went for an average 6.1 points. 
Gallaher led the NZ women, averaging 13.7 points, 
7.6 boards and 2.1 steals in seven games.  

 Palmerston North’s Freya Newton chipped in with 
6.9 points and 5.1 rebounds, Bygate 7.1 boards, 
Alicia McEwen averaged 6.4 rebounds and 
Canterbury’s Rebecca Lough 6.3 points a game. 
Meanwhile, the NZ U18 men finished eighth at the 
Vilagarcia Basket Cup in Vilagarcia de Arousa early 
in April. 
 
Canterbury’s Ethan Rusbatch was the Kiwis leading 
scorer, averaging 15.5 points per game, while coach 
Deslea Wrathall also got solid performances from 
Nelson’s Chris Duthie, Palmerston North’s Tia 
Temata-Frost, Harbour’s Stefan Mandic and 
Waikato’s Mark Overdevest. 
 
NZ lost 59-31 to Angola to finish eighth, following 
pool play losses to the Czech Republic, France and 
Italy. 
 
 
NBL Review  
 
 
With a tightly-bunched top-four and a distinct top-
six, the 2009 National Basketball League reached 
its mid-point in late April. 
 
On the back of a three-game winning streak, Chris 
Tupu’s ecogise Nelson Giants (7-2) took over from 
the league newcomer Bartercard Christchurch 
Cougars (6-2) at the head of the standings after 
round seven. 
 
The Century City Wellington Saints (6-2) and 
defending champion Waikato Pistons (5-1), under 
new head coach Dean Vickerman, sit in position just 
behind the leaders, while the young Easy LPG Bay 
Hawks (4-3) and Appliance Shed Harbour Heat (4-
4) complete the top-six. 
 
Former Tall Black Phill Jones reached a major 
personal milestone in round six, becoming just the 
10th player in NBL history to reach 5000 points after 
scoring 28 points in a home win over the Hawks. 
Jones, who took the Player of the Week gong for the 
round, is the first New Zealand-born player to reach 
5K, joining Ronnie Joyner, Kerry Boagni, Kenny 
McFadden, Ben Anthony, Tony Brown, Mike Foster, 
Willie Burton, Terrence Lewis and Darryl Johnson. 



 

The Cougars, who procured a naming rights 
sponsor in Bartercard late in April to keep their 
season afloat, have been the surprise of the 
season’s first half, winning six straight games before 
last week’s road loss to the Pistons - thanks to the 
play of former Tall Blacks guard Paul Henare, 
Australian centre Tim Behrendorff and current Tall 
Black Paora Winitana, who played his 200th NBL 
game earlier this season. 
 
Last season’s NBL Finals combatants, the Pistons 
and Saints, continue to lurk with intent. 
 
The Pistons welcomed Tall Blacks captain Pero 
Cameron, recovered from an ankle injury, into their 
line-up for the first time in round seven and have 
also picked up seven-foot Tall Blacks back-up 
centre Alex Pledger, who returns from college in the 
States in early May. 
 
Nick Mills’ Saints were dealt a blow when Tall 
Blacks duo, centre Nick Horvath and point guard 
Lindsay Tait announced they would sit out the NBL 
season to rest their bodies. 
 
Tait subsequently reconsidered and appeared for 
Wellington for the first time in a dramatic 89-87 road 
win over the Hawks in round seven, while the Saints 
also coaxed former Tall Black Brendon Polyblank 
out of his off-season and could soon welcome back 
Leon Henry from Romania, bolstering their squad to 
serious contender status. 
 
The Youthtown Auckland Stars (2-5), McDonalds 
Manawatu Jets (1-8) and Devon Dynamos Taranaki 
(0-8) have struggled in the first half, with a combined 
three wins from 24 games, but a win streak could 
quickly lift them into playoff contention. 
 
 
Player of the Week 
 
Round 1: Mike Efevberha (Saints) 
Round 2: Corey Webster (Heat) 
Round 3: Thomas Abercrombie (Pistons) 
Round 4: Jarryd Loyd (Giants) 
Round 5: Mike Efevberha (Saints) 
Round 6: Phill Jones (Giants) 
Round 7: Paora Winitana (Cougars) 
 
 

New staff member at BBNZ 
 
Jaimie Hefelfinger will be joining the BBNZ team 
to fill-in while Tracy leaves to have her baby. 
During this year, Jaimie will take on all of the 
responsibilities of the executive assistant. Jaimie 
first came to BBNZ in September 2008 as an 
intern after she fled from the recession in the 
States. As an intern, Jaimie focused on marketing 
and sponsorship by assisting Paul McLaren. She 
returned to Wellington in February to live for a 
year, with a position at BBNZ opening soon after. 
 
Jaimie graduated from The Pennsylvania State 
University with a degree in marketing and worked 
with the Penn State football team (which she 
claims is the greatest team in the States) in the 
marketing department. Three Kiwi things that 
Jaimie loves are kumara fries, feijoas and Watties. 
However, she desperately misses supersized 
fountain sodas, free Wifi and football… American 
football. 
 
 

Keith Mair and Carolyn Grey 
Coaching Scholarships  

 
The New Zealand Basketball Foundation is 
seeking two candidates to receive the Keith 

Mair and Carolyn Grey Coaching Scholarship. 
Applicants must provide a coaching CV with a 

head and shoulders photograph plus 
references from their local basketball 

association. A summary of the intended use of 
the scholarship and the benefits to the 

Basketball community should be included with 
the application. 

 

 
 

Applications close 24th May. Please sent 
directly to Roslyn Hart from BBNZ at 

roslyn@basketball.org.nz 
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50% off basketball boots 
 

Former NBL player Matt Kaipuke is launching Hops into New Zealand and is offering 
the Basketball New Zealand community a 50% discount. Have you got Hops? 
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