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Hi All, 
 
From the middle of the month onwards, you will 
find that you will require certain fields when 
inputting your new members in FIBA Organizer.  
They will be: first name, surname, date of birth, 
gender, ethnicity, and email address.   
 
It may be helpful to your association to persuade a 
college student or volunteer to help update the 
membership information you already have, to tick 
off these boxes. You should be obtaining details 
for these fields to help give potential sponsors and 
funders a better overview of your organisation. 
  
It has been noted that several associations are not 
using FIBA Organizer, hence have not updated 
their membership information for a while. I will 
send a monthly reminder to update your FIBA 
Organizer. So when you receive this reminder, 
could you please click accept. 
 
This product has been given to you all free of 
charge, thanks to our international body, FIBA.  It 
is a great tool, which can save hours of 
administration once you start using it to its full 
capacity. The website that goes with the package 
is also a great way to market your association.  If I 
can administer a website, anyone can. 
 
As most of you know, Callum McNair is no longer 
working for Sportingpulse, so if you have any 
queries, you need to contact Sportingpulse at 
0800 808 202. If your problem is not solved, 
please contact me, as I will make contact with our 
allocated person in Australia. 
 
It is exciting times, with the FIBA U19 World 
Championship less than a month away. If you 
require any information on the FIBA U19s please 
email: info@u19bballchamps.co.nz. But also make 
sure to check out their website: 
www.newzealand2009.fiba.com 
 
Just remember if you are struggling with anything 
or would like to brainstorm about something; 
please contact me either by phone or email and I  
 

will assist or advise you. I wish you all the best for 
the up and coming tournaments over the next 
couple of months. 
 

Yours in sport 
Glenda Rodger 

 
Coach required for Special Olympics 
 

The Special Olympics need a coach for the 
Waikato/Hamilton area. Coaching sessions will be 
held at Melville Gym every Tuesday 6:00-7:00pm. If 
you are interested and would like to know more 
please contact Colleen Black on 027 443 6228 or 
colleenb@specialolympics.org.nz 
 



 

Volunteers for FIBA U19 World 
Championship 

Auckland, 2 – 12 July 2009 

The FIBA U19 World Championship is being held 
in Auckland from July 2-12, and is a unique 
opportunity to showcase our country and to let our 
personality shine through our volunteers.   

The 2009 FIBA U19 World Championship 
volunteers will be the face of the event. As a 
volunteer you will be the first person our visitors 
see and talk to at the games. Your commitment to 
deliver an event that is underpinned by a friendly 
and professional image is what will make this 
event a success. As a volunteer you will inspire 
others and help Basketball New Zealand to create 
a legacy for volunteering and basketball.   
 

We will be recruiting volunteers, both seasoned and new to the game, who can 
offer a range of skills and experience. We are seeking volunteers who have the 
time, skills and experience to make this an event to remember for the teams, for 
FIBA, for BBNZ and for New Zealanders. Around 280 volunteers are required in 
various positions from drivers to ushers, score bench assistants and many other 
roles.  
 
The event organisers will start recruiting volunteers soon. We are already 
working to identify volunteers for our more specialist roles, officials and language 
experts. In the meantime if you would like to make yourself known to us please 
email nicole@u19bballchamps.co.nz,  put ‘Volunteers’ in the subject line and 
your contact details in the body of the email and we will be back in touch with 
you. 
 
This is an opportunity for you to enjoy the company of other volunteers, to be 
part of an exciting event and to give back to your sport and community.  
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 “I feel pretty comfortable, I feel that we’ve got the 

best players,” McFadden said. “It has been an 18-
month build-up for some of these guys and there has 
been a lot of progress from a lot of players. It’s not 
one or two, it’s everyone, especially in the last four 
months. “I’m very excited about what we’re going to 
produce on court.” 
 
The Junior Tall Blacks will re-gather next 
Wednesday in Wellington for an intensive four-week 
residential programme, leading up to their departure 
for Auckland and their opening game of the 
tournament on Thursday, July 2. 
 
Prewster, a Junior Tall Black since 2005 and captain 
the last two years, returned from his freshman 
season at San Jacinto (Junior) College in Texas 
earlier this week, while Edwards, after a successful 
senior season at Lakeland High School in Florida, 
will join the group in two weeks. 
 
Otago has the highest representation in the squad 
through Rowe and big men Sam King and Morgan 
Nathan, while Canterbury’s Logan van Beek and 
Wellington’s David Beck complete the dozen. 
 
“We’ve got a lot of speed, a lot of aggressive 
defence. We’re not a tall team, especially compared 
to other teams around the world,” McFadden said. 
“We’re getting comfortable with the transition game 
and having more than one ball handler, being able to 
push the fast-break and make good decisions 
because in the past we have been guilty of too many 
turnovers.” 
 
McFadden rated Friday, Buckrell and Rowe as the 
big improvers since the world championship 
campaign began last December. 
 
The Junior Tall Blacks play their opening game at 
the 2009 FIBA U19 World Championship against 
Americas champion Argentina at 8.30pm on July 2 at 
the North Shore Events Centre. 
 
See the next page to read the final 12 JTBs 

Ticketing for FIBA U19 World 
Championship for Men 2009 
 
The world champs are fast approaching and 16 
teams from around the world including the 
basketball strongholds USA, Argentina, Croatia, 
Australia, Greece and Spain will take part in 62 
matches with up to 300 athletes and more than 60 
officials expected to attend, along with numerous 
official FIBA delegates and around 100 player 
scouts. 
 

 
 

Ticket prices start at $7 for children and $15 for 
adults, with a variety of packages also available. 
Tickets can be purchased at any Ticketek outlet, at 
the website www.ticketek.co.nz, at the venues or by 
phoning 0800 842 538.  
 
JTBs Confirmed for FIBA U19s 
 
Junior Tall Blacks head coach Kenny McFadden 
likes what he has but knows the real work for his 
team is only just about to begin. The 12 athletes to 
represent the New Zealand Junior Tall Blacks at the 
2009 FIBA U19 World Championship in Auckland 
from July 2-12 have been confirmed by Basketball 
New Zealand. 
 
USA-based Dion Prewster will captain a team that 
includes fellow USA-based forward Richie Edwards, 
back-to-back AA secondary schools most valuable 
player Brook Ruscoe and Tall Blacks triallist Rob 
Loe, the tallest player at 2.11m (6ft 11in). Four 2009 
debutantes – Nelson’s Josh Bloxham, Hutt Valley’s 
Riki Buckrell, Porirua’s Tipene Friday and Otago’s 
Tom Rowe – survived the final cut after a three-day 
camp at Porirua’s Te Rauparaha Arena earlier this 
week. 
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David Beck  (Wellington) 
Josh Bloxham  (Nelson) 

Riki Buckrell  (Hutt Valley) 
Richie Edwards  (Lakeland HS, FL) 

Tipene Friday  (Porirua) 
Sam King  (Otago) 
Rob Loe  (Harbour) 

Morgan Nathan  (Otago) 
Dion Prewster  (San Jacinto College, TX), 

Tom Rowe  (Otago) 
Brook Ruscoe  (Porirua) 

Logan van Beek  (Canterbury) 
 

Head coach: Kenny McFadden 
Assistant coach: Judd Flavell 

Video technician: Jozsef Molnar 
Technical advisor: Mike McHugh 

Manager: Debbie Webb 
Programme director: Deslea Wrathall 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Association:  Porirua 
School:  St Patrick’s College 
Position:  Guard 
Born:  September 2, 1990 at Wellington 
Height:  1.73m 
 
 
National Teams:  NZ U16, NZ U18, Junior Tall 
Blacks 
National Tournament Honours:  NZ Secondary 
Schools champion (twice), MVP (twice) & 
tournament team (three times), NZ U21 
tournament team & MVP, NZ U16 tournament 
team, NZ U17 tournament team, NZ U19 
tournament team 
Career Highlight:  National school titles 
Career Ambition:  Play professionally 
Role Models:  Monta Ellis, Stephen Curry 
What do you enjoy most about basketball?  
Winning, being competitive 
 
 
Favourites  
Coaches: Deslea Wrathall, Kenny McFadden 
Teams: Porirua, St Pat’s 
All-Star Five: Monta Ellis, Michael Jordan, LeBron 
James, Dwight Howard, Stephen Curry 
TV Shows: Friends, Boondocks, Man & Wife 
Video Game: 2K9 
Movie: Remember the Titans 
Music: Alicia Keys 
Food: Fish & chips 
 

IInnttrroodduucciinngg  
JJTTBB  

  
Brooke  
Ruscoe  

FIBA Legacy Programmes 
 
A basketball breakfast show will be held at 9am on 
Thursday, July 9, at the Blankenberge Belgium Cafe, 
136 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna Beach, Auckland. 
Guest speakers will be from international basketball 
body, FIBA. Come along and get a great view of the 
world of basketball from the best. Breakfast will be 
served and there will be plenty of time to get to the 
first game of the day at 11am.  
 
This week of basketball is going to be a stunner and 
I hope at some stage over the FIBA U19s 
tournament weeks you can get along to see a truly 
fantastic international event.  
 
Coaching and referees clinics will also be conducted 
during the tournament, on Sunday, July 5, and 
Thursday, July 9. Please keep and eye out for more 
details on the Basketball New Zealand website. 
 

Best regards, 
Barbara Wheadon 

President New Zealand Basketball Foundation 
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 Does your association need support to 
help cover its costs? 
 
Basketball New Zealand (BBNZ) can help 
support your association by approaching 
potential national sponsors to help cover many 
of the areas where finding finance is difficult. 
BBNZ, with the help of associations around 
the country, needs to gather data on the main 
costs to an association in the following areas: 
 

·  Transport – flights and rental vehicles 
·  Accommodation – backpackers, 

motels, hotels 
·  Utilities – phone, fax, internet, and 

photocopier 
·  Insurance – all insurance 
·  Uniforms – numbers of uniforms 

required 
 

BBNZ has sent this information out in an easy 
to read spreadsheet, and once all association 
information has come back, it will put BBNZ in 
a strong position to seek sponsorship and/or 
discounted rates. BBNZ will send all the 
results to the associations so that you are able 
to seek national sponsors also. Together we 
can make a difference, but alone it is difficult. 
 
Paul McLaren paul@basketball.org.nz  

 
 
Let us help take some of the stress out of finding 
some where to stay, and you can concentrate on 
supporting the team. 
 
Wellywood Backpackers 
info@wellywoodbackpackers.co.nz  
www.wellywoodbackpackers.co.nz  
 

 

Wellywood Backpackers 
 
Wellywood Backpackers has come on board with 
the Junior Tall Blacks, supporting their lead-up to 
the FIBA U19 World Championship for Men and 
Basketball New Zealand would like to thank them. 
 
A message from Wellywood: Welcome to 
Wellywood Backpackers. If you are looking for cost 
effective accommodation in Wellington, why not 
give us a call and talk to our front office team about 
how we can help book your next Wellington 
tournament. 
 
Wellywood Backpackers is a central city hostel, 
conveniently located a minutes walk from 
Courtenay Place. Our hostel is a five-minute drive 
to South West Stadium, a 10-minute walk to TSB 
Bank Arena, a 10-minute drive to the Chinese 
Cultural Centre, and a 20-30 minute drive to both 
Walter Nash Stadium in the Hutt Valley and the 
newly opened state-of-the-art Te Rauparaha Arena 
in Porirua. 
 
With varying room configurations, we’re certain 
that we can work with you to ensure that players, 
coaches, management, and perhaps supporters, 
can all prepare for, and relax after a hard day on 
the court. Choose from our large 10 or 12-bed 
dorms, or our smaller four, five or six-bed dorms. 
We also have private double/twin ensuite or 
shared facility rooms, or even single rooms for the 
coaches and/or managers.  
 
Our large communal lounge and kitchen will give 
everyone ample space to sit back and relax, and 
enjoy a team meal without all having to cram into 
rooms. In between games, why not make the most 
of facilities on offer: guest laundry, pool table, large 
TV areas, games, and free high speed internet. 
 
We have been fortunate to have previously hosted 
the New Zealand Junior Tall Blacks, Auckland 
Waitakere, Nelson and Palmerston North U19 
men’s basketball teams.  
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 Foundation Memorabilia Project 

 
As part of the Basketball New Zealand legacy project, the New Zealand Basketball Foundation has been able to 
secure the services of Glenda Taylor to come to New Zealand to begin collecting memories and memorabilia from 
around the country. Glenda Taylor (nee Clement) played for the New Zealand women’s basketball team during the 
1960s when Ross Barron was coach. Vice president of the New Zealand Basketball Foundation Hilary Carr met 
Glenda at the World Masters Games in Edmonton in 2005 and was amazed at the knowledge Glenda expressed 
regarding the history of women’s basketball in New Zealand. Glenda is travelling from America and will be spending 
most of her time interviewing past players, refs, coaches and basketball enthusiasts during her time in New 
Zealand.  
  

This is a project our basketball community has been urging the Foundation to begin for sometime. This is an ideal 
time to begin this project with the upcoming FIBA U19 World Championship being held in New Zealand for the first 
time.  Glenda arrives in NZ on June 7 and will be here for six weeks. Glenda will help with the roll out of the 
Pioneers of Basketball New Zealand project, the first pioneers to be acknowledged at the tournament in Auckland.  
 

If you would like to know more please email bbnz@basketball.org.nz  
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Women’s Basketball Championship 
 
The Women’s Basketball Championship (WBC) 
has replaced the Women’s Basketball League 
(WBL) in 2009. The WBC, a joint venture between 
Basketball New Zealand and teams and 
associations, will feature nine teams from around 
the country, with a trio of three-day tournaments 
played at North Harbour, Dunedin and Wellington. 
The inaugural WBC teams include the Harbour 
Breeze, NZ Academy, GABBA Gators, Waikato 
Cougars, Waikato Wizards, Taranaki Trojans, 
Wellington Swish, Canterbury Wildcats and Otago 
Gold Rush. 
 
Tournaments will be held at AUT and the Breakers 
Gym, North Harbour, June 18-20; The Edgar 
Centre, Dunedin, July 23-25; and Southwest 
Stadium, Wellington, August 20-22. Invitation 
teams will fill out the 10-team draw at each 
tournament, with Tai Tokerau attending North 
Harbour, Southland in Dunedin, and Hutt Valley at 
Wellington.  
 
Teams will accumulate points according to their 
final placing at the North Harbour and Dunedin 
tournaments, with the Wellington tournament 
acting as a finals weekend, with teams split into a 
top-five competing for the championship and 
bottom-five eligible for the plate title. Each team 
will play a minimum of five games at the 
tournaments. Split into five-team groups for 
section play on days one and two, teams will play 
playoffs games on day three. Rosters are still 
being finalised but are likely to feature a number of 
current or recent Tall Ferns, along with talent from 
the Emerging Tall Ferns and Junior Tall Ferns, 
and leading performers from the BBNZ U21 and 
U19 national championships. 
 

 

National Basketball League 
 
The Waikato Pistons and ecogise Nelson Giants 
will host home semifinals, while the Century City 
Wellington Saints and Bartercard Christchurch 
Cougars will play quarterfinals on their home 
hardwood as the NZCT National Basketball 
League playoffs approach.  
 
With one week remaining in the regular season, 
either the Pistons or Giants will claim the best 
record in the regular season and home court 
advantage throughout the postseason. 
 
The Pistons (13-2) host the Auckland Stars (3-11) 
in Te Awamutu to tip-off round 14 on Thursday 
night, with a win cementing the franchise’s fourth 
regular season crown.  
 
Waikato, thanks to 19 points from shooting guard 
Justin Bailey and 17 points from Rookie of the 
Year contender Tom Abercrombie, put the 
defensive clamps on the Saints (11-4) on Saturday 
night in Hamilton, winning 76-63, to secure the 
team’s seventh home semifinal in 10 seasons.  
 
Pistons captain Pero Cameron, who has been 
hobbled with an ankle injury for the early part of 
the season, became the third New Zealand player 
to reach the 300-game mark in round 12 against 
the Saints, joining Kent Mori and Steve Campbell 
in an exclusive group. 
 
The Giants (12-3) defeated the McDonald’s 
Manawatu Jets 94-72 in Palmerston North on 
Saturday night, getting 26 points from their 
superstar shooting guard Phill Jones.  
 
The Saints Mike Efevberha has continued to be 
the class of the import class of ’09, reclaiming the 
top spot in the NBL Player Power Rankings after 
winning the round 12 Player of the Week honour – 
his third of the season – and setting himself up as 
the MVP favourite. 
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 Congratulations Referees for U17, U19, 

and U21 Nationals  
 
This year, BBNZ adopted a more intensive approach 
to referees and evaluations of those referees. 
Technical commissioners for tournaments are 
appointed as early as possible, there are evaluators at 
all premiership tournaments, and all referees from 
tournaments now have a referee record available from 
the BBNZ basketball support coordinator. 
 
This approach has received positive feedback with 
many people excited about having the opportunity to 
be evaluated and officiating finals based on merit and 
as a reward for their officiating ability. 
 
As it is only June we have only been able to test this 
system so far at the U17s, U19s, and the U21s but it is 
encouraging to referees and evaluators alike. 
 
U21 Nationals, Tauranga 
Technical commissioner: Matt Cursons 
Girls final referees: Colin Dowling, Bo Wills-Choat, 
Gareth Teahan 
Boys final referees: Miguel Gallardo, Tony Eldershaw, 
Hayden Pipe 
 
U19 Nationals, Nelson 
Technical commissioner: James Campion 
Girls final referees: Bevan Maslin, Brendon Hodgson, 
Olivia Johnson 
Boys final referees: Shane Nikora, James Campion, 
Scott Harris 
 
U17 Nationals, Palmerston North 
Technical Commissioner: Peter Rodgers 
Girls final referees: Grant Flanagan, Jilly Harris 
Boys final referees: Gareth Teahan, Oceen Reed 
 

 

 
 

Well done to all referees involved! 
 
 

Congratulations James Campion 
(Regional Referee Officer Zone 4)  
 
The NZCT Nelson Sportsperson of the Year 
Awards for 2009 again showcased a wide variety 
of outstanding performances by Nelson and 
Tasman sportspeople. The Nelson Mail Official of 
the Year finalists were James Campion for 
basketball, Cara Kilpatrick for gymnastics and 
Maree Smith for netball. 
 
The gala affair took place on Friday, June 5, with 
James Campion victorious. James officiated at the 
Australia U18 Basketball Championships and in 
New Zealand’s National Basketball League. He 
was also appointed the technical commissioner for 
the South Island secondary schools premierships. 
 

 
 

mentors for their coaching and help over the past 
year. 
 

Congratulations James for winning Nelson Mail 
Official of the Year 

 

 
U19 girls final: 
Bevan Maslin, 
Brendon Hodgson 
Olivia Johnson 
 

 
U19 boys final: 
Shane Nikora 
James Campion 
Scott Harris 
 

James commented 
that he was “stoked” 
and didn’t think he 
would make the final 
three, let alone take 
the major award. 
James thanks BBNZ, 
his regional referee 
officers, and his  
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 2009 CBL – “Let’s get it on” 

 
BBNZ stands committed to delivering the CBL in 
2009. We are currently putting together a plan that 
will do the best it can for stakeholders, while 
ensuring a viable and successful season for CBL 
participants. This structure will be tested in 2009 
and evaluated during, and immediately following, 
the season. 
 
BBNZ is tidying up issues which include: 

·  Fees 
·  Administration 
·  Finals  
·  Sustainability – the future 

 
During the AGM, and more recently at the U17 and 
U19 nationals, BBNZ staff talked with some of the 
CBL stakeholders. There are some well developed 
proposals already underway, an overview of which 
are provided below: 
 
Zone 1: 
�  North Harbour [main contact: Stephen Dally] 

will administer the league. 
�  Teams to date: 12 teams so far. 
�  Venue/s: Trying to utilize the better venues 

with more than one game at each venue 
instead of individual games at different 
venues 

�  Timing: July to October window. 
 
Zone 2: 
�  Counties Manukau [main contact: Tania 

Hunter] will administer the league in this 
zone with support from Te Wananga. 

�  Teams to date: Gisborne, Taupo, Waikato, 
Counties Manukau, Te Wananga, Western 
Bay of Plenty, Papakura, and Auckland 
Youthtown. 

�  Venue: Most games at Allan Brewster with 
games in Taupo, Gisborne, and Western Bay 
of Plenty as weekenders 

�  Timing: League will start July 25 through to 
October 3, running 10 weeks with the top two 
going through to the finals.  

Zone 3:  
�  Palmerston North possibly [initial contact: Willie 

Bryant/Julie Keane]  
�  Teams to date: interest from Manawatu Jets, 

Porirua, Wellington, Hutt Valley [possibly], 
Saints [possibly], Taranaki. This zone hasn’t 
progressed as far as the others. 

�  Venue/s: yet to be confirmed. 
�  Timing: yet to be confirmed but will fit BBNZ 

July-October window 
 
Zone 4: 
�  Basketball Otago [main contact: Mark Rogers] 

has taken the lead for this. 
�  Teams to date: Otago Nuggets, Southland 

Flyers, and North Otago Penguins 
�  Venue: Home and away weekends. 
�  Timing: Three weekends- North Otago to host 

June 19-21, July 10-12, or August 10-12. 
Basketball Otago to host August 22-23. 
Southland hosting dates yet to be confirmed. 

 
Items for consideration: 
1. Zone 4 – currently caters well for the Lower 

South. Will consider mid/top of the south, and 
West Coast, if there are teams wanting to play 
from those regions. 

2. Zone 3 – some more detail around possible 
teams and venues. 

3. BBNZ to lock in CBL Finals weekend, possibly 
October 17-18 or October 24-25 (Labour 
Weekend) 

4. Administrative process to ensure BBNZ rules, 
regulations, and other requirements are being 
met. 

5. Evaluation programme – during and post. 
 
The CBL will run between mid-July (following the 
FIBA U19 World Championship) and October. It is 
envisaged that the CBL Finals will be held in October 
in Wellington. The BBNZ Board have prioritized CBL 
and in recognition of that current board member, and 
former leagues commissioner, Barry Wilson is taking 
the point.  
 

If you want to be included in CBL related emails or 
for any further information, please provide your 
details to Cath Kara at cath@basketball.org.nz  or 
watch the BBNZ website.   
 
 


