
2010 NBL Preview

Harbour Heat

Last Year’s Placing: 5th (7-10), Lost Quarter Final to Christchurch Cougars

Coach: Judd Flavell (Debut season)

Gains: Dillon Boucher (Auckland Stars), Kavossy Franklin (Australia), Rick Rickert (NZ Breakers), 
Reece Cassidy (Wellington Saints), Sam King, Houston O’Reilly, Morgan Nathan, Brad Anderson 
(Rookies).

Losses: Mychal Green (US), Mike Bell (US), Mike Townsend (Not Playing), Daniel Munday 
(Southland)

Returning: Corey Webster, Darryl Cartwright, BJ Anthony

The Heat is arguably one of the biggest movers from last year with the signing of Breakers Dillon 
Boucher and American big man Rick Rickert. Last year’s second leading scorer Corey Webster 
returns and will be teamed up with another high scoring guard Kavossy Frankin who will fill in the 
second import spot. Franklin has been an import in the Australian League for many years winning a 
championship with the Sydney Kings in 2003. Heat have also picked up the versatile Reece Cassidy 
who returns back to the Auckland region after spending a season with Wellington. Tall Black BJ 
Anthony will return to Harbour halfway through the season when he comes back from Germany. 

Waikato Pistons

Last Year’s Placing: Championships (17-2)

Coach: Dean Vickerman (2nd season with the Pistons)

Gains: Eric Devondorff (USA), Tony Ronaldson (NZ Breakers), Gerard Bowden (Christchurch 
Cougars), Hayden Allen (Auckland Stars)

Losses: Pero Cameron (Wellington Saints), Adam Ballinger (Adelaide 36ers), Justin Bailey 
(Sweeden), Mike Fitchett (Nelson Giants)

Returning: Thomas Abercrombie, Puke Lendon, Mike Homik, Alex Pledger, Kurtis Elliot 

Pistons are looking for a three peat, but will be without their leader Pero Cameron who has joined the 
Saints to be their Head Coach. Pistons have replaced Cameron with the Australian equivalent Tony 
“The Bear” Ronaldson who will play his first season in the New Zealand League. Veteran guard 
Hayden Allen joins the team from Auckland and shooting guard Gerard Bowden some comes up from 
Christchurch to provide some deadly scoring from the outside. Point guard Fitchett returns to his 
hometown Nelson and will be replaced by Syracuse University superstar Eric Devendorff who would 
be one of the most high profile imports to come to New Zealand. Devendorf will be a high scoring 
guard in the league and should make an instant impact in the league. Rookie and Forward of the Year 
Thomas Abercrombie returns as do veterans Mike Homik, Puke Lendon and Ray Cameron. Expect 
the Pistons to be a high scoring team in the league that should make playoffs. 



Taranaki Mountainairs

2009 Placing: 9th (0-16)

Coach: Angelo Hill (Debut Season)

Gains: Tyrone Davey (Auckland Stars), Jeremiah Trueman (NZ Breakers), Demarshay Johnson 
(USA), Jack Leasure (USA), Jordan Mills (Wellington Saints)

Losses: Phillip Gilbert (USA), Eric Vierneisel (Germany), Link Abrams (Injured), James Paringatai 
(Southland Sharks), Warrick Siddall.

Returning: Aaron Bailey-Nowell, Alex Wastney, Josh Paurini, Eli Paurini, Tim Cleaver, Peter 
Northcott, Todd Fisher

Last season will be one the Mounatinairs would like to forget with the early injuries of Link Abrams 
and Damon Rampton which then led on to a winless season which only is the second time in the 
history of the NBL a team has gone winless in a whole season (Northland Suns did this in 1998). But 
that was last year and the additions of point guard Tyrone Davey and NZ Breakers big man Jeremiah 
Trueman will make the Airs very competitive this year. New import guard Jack Leasure has impressed 
in pre season with his lights out shooting ability and forward from Nevada University Demarshay 
Johnson has shown glimpses of athletic ability and should be a handful in the low block. Aaron Bailey-
Nowell returns after having a career best season last year.

Bay Hawks

2009 Placing: 6th (7-10), Lost to Wellington Saints in Quarter Final

Coach: Shawn Dennis (6th season with the Hawks)

Gains: Josh Pace (Estonia), Jamil Terrell (Manawatu Jets), David Langrell (Canterbury Rams), Paul 
Henare (Christchurch Cougars), Nat Connell (Otago Nuggets),

Losses: Charles Bailey (USA), David Cooper (Adelaide 36ers), Jeremy Kench (Christchurch 
Cougars), Mark Morrison (Christchurch Cougars), Clifton Bush (Retired)

Returning: Ben Hill, Chris Daniel, Miles Pearce, Jarrod Kenny, Everard Bartlett

Bay Hawks were the only team last year to make the playoffs with a losing record. But the Hawks 
improved as the year went on nearly upsetting the Wellington Saints in the quarter finals. This season 
the Hawks are much improved with NZ Breakers Paul Henare returning to his home province after 
spending a year with the Cougars. Arguably one of the best signings in the competition was that of 
former NBL MVP Josh Pace who will join the team at some stage during the season. Big man Jamil 
Terrell who played for Manawatu last year fills in the other import spot, while veterans Dave Langrell 
and Nat Connell have joined the Hawks for the first time in their careers. Hawks would have to 
considered the team with the most depth in the league.



Manawatu Jets

2009 Placing: 8th (4-12)

Coach: Ryan Weisenberg (Debut Season)

Gains: Richard Jeter (USA), Ronald Allen (USA), Matt Te Huna (Wellington Saints), Calum McLeod 
(Wellington Saints), Callum Brock (Out of Retirement)

Losses: Gareth Dawson (Southland Sharks), Marcel Jones (USA), Jamil Terrell (Bay Hawks), Aidan 
Daly (Christchurch Cougars), Dan Peck (Christchurch Cougars).

Returning: Kaine Hokianga, Paul Bristol, Logan Funnell, Piers Finch, Josh O’Connell

Former coach of the Los Angeles Sparks Ryan Weisenberg comes to New Zealand with high hopes 
in turning the Jets franchise around and hopefully make the playoffs for the first time since 2003. 
Weisenberg brings with him two highly regarded imports Richard Jeter who played pre season for the 
Memphis Grizzlies and big man Ronald Allen. After losing young New Zealand talent Dawson and 
Peck the Jets have recruited Wellingtonians guard Matt Te Huna and bigman Calum McLeod. Big 
expectations will be expected of McLeod a seven foot centre who did not feature much with the Saints 
last year and will most probably start for the Jets this season. Captain Kaine Hokianga plays his 5th

season with the Jets and also point guard Paul Bristol returns to shoulder some of the load that is left 
after the departure of starting point guard Aidan Daly.

Wellington Saints

2009 Placing: 3rd (13-5), Lost Semi Final to Nelson Giants

Coach: Pero Cameron (Debut Season)

Gains: Darryl Hudson (USA), Erron Maxey (Gold Coast Blaze), Nick Horvarth (South Dragons), 
Damien Ekenasio (Bay Hawks)

Losses: Luke Martin (Southland Sharks), Mike Efevberha (Switzerland), Damon Thornton (USA), 
Brendon Polyblank (Switzerland), Reece Cassidy (North Harbour Heat), Jordan Mills (Taranaki 
Mountainairs), Calum McLeod (Manawatu Jets), Arthur Trousdell (Overseas)

Returning: Troy McLean, Leon Henry, Lindsay Tait

Tall Black veteran Pero Cameron will begin his coaching career from ironically the team he has 
played against in three NBL Grand Finals. Cameron will have Tall Blacks starting point guard Lindsay 
Tait to carry the helm, playing his third season for the Saints. Big things are expected of arguably one 
of the most athletic players in the league Leon Henry who will finally play with the Saints at the 
beginning of the season. Former NBL All Star Nick Horvath returns to the Saints after a one year 
break. Import Darryl Hudson who can play both guard positions will team up with Lindsay Tait to form 
the biggest back court in the league. The other import will be the versatile forward Erron Maxey who is 
a team mate of Cameron’s at the Gold Coast Blaze. 



Nelson Giants

2009 Placing: Runners Up (13-6)

Coach: Chris Tupu (3rd Season as Head Coach)

Gains: Mike Fitchett (Waikato Pistons), Mika Vukona (Gold Coast Blaze), Michael Harrison (USA)

Losses: Jarryd Loyd (Poland), John Barber (USA), Chris Reay (USA)

Returning: Phil Jones, Tony Rampton, Darryl Jones, Josh Bloxham, Ben Wright, Nico Ritschny, 
Bronson Beri, Samuel Dempster, Steve Bill

2009 runners up Nelson Giants have bolstered their side with hometown boys Mike Fitchett and Mika 
Vukona returning. Import for the Giants in 2008 Mike Harrison also returns to form arguably one of the 
beat starting lineups in the league. Last year’s MVP Phil Jones returns after a successful stint 
captaining the Cairns Taipans and also his teammate Tony Rampton returns. One of the question 
marks over the Giants may be their bench, but players Darryl Jones and former Junior Tall Black Josh 
Bloxham have impressed in the preseason. Vukona will have to be one of the favourites for this year’s 
MVP, having a very good season with the Gold Coast Blaze in the ANBL.

Christchurch Cougars

2009 Placing: 4th (11-7), Lost Semi Final to Waikato Pistons

Coach: Andrew Gardiner (2nd Season as Head Coach)

Gains: Aidan Daly (Manawatu Jets), Jeremy Kench (Bay Hawks), Mark Morrison (Bay Hawks), Dan 
Peck (Manawatu Jets)

Losses: Paul Henare (Bay Hawks), Sam Toomata (Otago Nuggets), Luke Ruscoe

Returning: Tim Behrendorff, Trent Wurtz, Paora Winitana, Adrian Taylor, Lionel Hopgood

The Cougars franchise had a very successful debut season winning their quarter final against the 
Harbour Heat and nearly coming close to knocking off the eventual champions Waikato in the semi. 
Unfortunately their leader from last season Paul Henare returns to his home town team the Bay 
Hawks, but the Cougars have found a couple of handy replacements in former Jet Aidan Daly and 
former Hawk Jeremy Kench to share the role of point guard. Kench returns to his home town where 
he played six seasons for the Canterbury Rams. Cougars retain the front court duo of Wurtz and 
Behrendorff who both fill the import spots. Cougars other major signing of last year Paora Winitana 
returns the Cougars franchise and will bring his much needed leadership to the team.



Otago Nuggets

Coach: Anthony Arlidge (Debut Season)

2010 Squad: Antoine Tisby (USA), Tyler Amaya (USA), Matt Gillan, Chris Hepburn, Steve Robinson, 
Sam Toomata, James Ross, Hayden Miller, Riki Buckrell, Tom Rowe, Matt Trueman, Luke Aston

After a one year absence the Otago Nuggets return to the National League and bring with them a very 
youthful but talented team including Junior Tall Blacks Tome Rowe and Riki Buckrell. Former 
rebounding champ of 2008 Antoine Tisby returns to the Nuggets who averaged 24 points and 10.7 
rebounds. Tisby will be teamed up with new import Tyler Amaya who has played in the top league in 
China. Veteran Nugget Matt Gillan rejoins the team and promising guard Sam Toomata who played 
for the Cougars last season will most likely start at the point guard. 

Southland Sharks

Coach: Richard Dickel (Debut Season)

2010 Squad: Luke Martin (Wellington Saints), Martin Iti (Holland), James Paringatai (Taranaki 
Mountainairs), Gareth Dawson (Manawatu Jets), Rene Rougeau (USA), Mike Rose (Melbourne 
Tigers), Daniel Munday (Harbour Heat), Ian Cathcart, Paratene McLeod, Bubba Lau’ese, Andrew 
Wheeler, Pete Burgess, Izaac Williams, Tavita Bauer, John Cantrell

Finally the Southland Province has a team in the National Basketball League and will hopefully have 
instant success in their debut season like the Cougars had last season. Debutant coach Richard 
Dickel has recruited well with the likes of point guard Luke Martin, promising forwards James 
Paringatai and Gareth Dawson joining the new franchise. Another promising player to watch out for 
will be former Australian Universities player Martin Iti who has a New Zealand born mother and is 
considered a naturalised player. Iti is a very long 6 foot 11 centre that will be one of the heavy 
favourites to win rookie of the year. Rene Rougeau is a six foot six guard from the University of Las 
Vegas and will fill in one of the import spots. Rougeau has been compared to Dillon Boucher with his 
hustle defence. Sharks have temporarily filled the second import sport with American guard Mike 
Rose who played for the Melbourne Tigers this year.  


