
 

 

 
For Further Information please contact:  

Patrick Koller 

FIBA Head of Communications 
 

Tel: +41 22 545 00 00 

Fax: +41 22 545 00 99 

Draw results for the FIBA Olympic Qualifying Tournament 

FIBA meets Venezuelan Minister for Sport 

 
CARACAS, Venezuela (FIBA Olympic Qualifying Tournament) – FIBA on Tuesday 
concluded its visit to Venezuela with the draw for the FIBA Olympic Qualifying Tournament, 
to be held in Caracas from 2-8 July 2012. 
 
During a colourful ceremony, attended by a large number of officials and dignitaries, the 
twelve teams, who will be playing for the last three remaining places in the Olympic 
Basketball Tournament, were divided into four groups of three teams. 

 
 

Group A 

Greece 

Jordan 

Puerto Rico 

 

Group C 

Dominic Republic 

Korea 

Russia 

 
 

 
 

Group B 

Lithuania 

Nigeria 

Venezuela 

 

Group D 

Angola 

F.Y.R. of Macedonia 

New Zealand 

 
 

The group stages will see the 12 teams play the two other teams in their respective groups in 
a standard round robin format (12 games in total). The top two teams in each group progress 
to the Quarter-Finals as follows: 
 
A1 v B2 
B1 v A2 
C1 v D2 
D1 v C2 
 
The four winning quarterfinalists qualify for the Semi-Finals: 
 
Winner [A1 v B2] v Winner [C1 v D2] 
Winner [B1 v A2] v Winner [D1 v C2] 
 
The two winning semifinalists automatically qualify for London 2012, while the two losing 
semifinalists face-off for 12th and final Olympic place. 
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FIBA meets Venezuela’s Ministry for Sport 
 
On Monday, FIBA’s President Yvan Mainini and Secretary General Patrick Baumann visited 
the giant Polidero de Caracas arena, which is to undergo major refurbishments, before 
meeting with Venezuela’s Minister for Sport Héctor Rodríguez Castro to discuss the 
upcoming tournament, and the state of preparations. 
 
Also present were FIBA Américas President Horacio Muratore, Deputy Minister of Sport 
Performance Yuri Quiñones and Venezuelan Basketball Federation (FVB) President Carmelo 
Cortez. 
 
Following the meeting, Patrick Baumann said: “It was a great opportunity for us to meet with 
Mr Rodriguez and the Venezuelan Basketball Federation. A tournament like this requires a lot 
of preparation, and although there remains a lot of work to be done both for the tournament 
and for the renovation of the venue, we received all the necessary assurances from the 
government and the organisers that all targets and deadlines would be met.” 
 
“The Minister also reiterated the government's long-term support for our sport, which is one of 
the most popular in the country and we have therefore no doubts that the Olympic Qualifying 
Tournament will be a great event,” he concluded. 
 
### 
 
 
 
 
 
About the FIBA and the FIBA Olympic Qualifying Tournament 
 
The Olympic Qualifying Tournament (OQT) was first introduced in 1960. It was played 
according to a variety of formats – both worldwide and for Europe/the Americas – until it was 
discontinued after 1992. 
 
It was reintroduced in 2008, and took place in Athens, Greece and Madrid, Spain for the men 
and women respectively. Croatia, Germany and Greece were the three final men’s teams to 
qualify for the Beijing Olympics, while Belarus, Brazil, the Czech Republic, Spain and Latvia 
took the five women’s spots on offer. 
 
For further information about Olympic Basketball visit london2012.fiba.com, or our social 
networks facebook.com/fiba, twitter.com/fiba and youtube.com/fiba. 

FIBA (fiba.com) – the world governing body for basketball – is an independent association 
formed by 213 National Basketball Federations throughout the world. It is recognised as the 
sole competent authority in basketball by the International Olympic Committee (IOC). 

http://www.facebook.com/fiba
http://www.twitter.com/fiba
http://www.youtube.com/fiba
http://fiba.com/

